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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,
As Summer is surly slipping away now and the pleasant cooler fall 
temperatures are on their way, we can all look forward to being more active 
in upcoming events and enjoying all the beauty of Gods Creation and our 
Glorious Heritage we have inherited to Honor and Preserve.
Our own Captain Sally Tompkins OCR Chapter 2 and several of our Camp 
members had the privilege of participating in their visit to the Lucy Core 
Village on August 6th to spend time with and distribute goody bags to the 
folks they had that don’t have any family or anyone that come to visit them. 
It was truly a humbling experience and seeing the happy smiles of the elderly 
folks there as we walked into there rooms to talk with them was a very 
memorable experience.
The Ladies of the OCR are to commended for the Good Works they do and 
for that Day in bringing Joy to the lives of these Folks.
I’d like to Thank everyone who came out to 
help at our second Fundraising event of the 
year at the King William Festival on August 
20th. We all had a good time and Fellowship 
with all four organizations as is our standard 
now as we set the example of how Heritage 
groups can work together in Peace and 
Harmony and Brotherly Love in a Common 
Goal.
After the visit from our Va. Division 1st 
Lt. Commander Edwin Ray at our August 
third Camp meeting and the repeated non 
answers to questions we have not gotten for 
over a year now our Va. Division should be 
providing us as dues paying members to the 
Va. Division, we as a Camp have decisions 
that will have to be made that we need to 
discuss at our September 7th meeting as 
to what direction we will pursue to get the 
information that the Va. Division Membership Deserve, if after the 90 days 
that was agreed upon to get us this information is still not available. I would 
highly recommend all Members of the Camp to be there as this meeting will 
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Mark Your Calendar

09/07/16
Fire Eaters Meeting

09/11/16
Rowland Marker 
Dedication 
Baltimore, MD

09/12/16
OCR Meeting 

09/16-18/16
Field Days of  the 
Past

09/25/16
VA Flagger Picnic

09/12/16
Shockoe Hill 
Cemetery Marker 
Dedications 

Current Membership:

63 Members
  11 Associate Members
    6 Friends of the SCV

1st Lt. Commander’s Report

Compatriots, Friends, Associates, Ladies, Guests and Prospective Members:
We were previously advised that the Renewal Notices to maintain 
membership in the Camp and SCV have been delayed in delivery, due to 
issues the new vendor responsible for distributing the Notices has been 
having.  However, at some point these Notices will be sent and received by 
all current members.
I want to take this opportunity to strongly encourage all members to renew 
their membership by returning the document with the appropriate fee.  We 
have a very good thing going with the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters, and are 
accomplishing a lot of good in support of our ancestors and their (and our) 
Cause.  There is strength in numbers, which allows us to accomplish more, 
and also provides for increased voting delegates at Division and National.  
It is my hope that each member will renew his membership, and possibly 
recruit a friend or relative to join us.

be a critical and pivotal one for the Camp in the avenue it decides on. Our 
options will be fully explained to members and a good discussion will ensue 
afterward. This discussion and future vote after the 90 days has expired and 
if the same non answers are given at that time, our actions and results could 
set a new standard across the country in insuring DEC’s in every State of the 
Country do the Jobs and Duties they have Sworn to do when they take their 
oath of office and provide total transparency as to all their activities to their 
Membership.
I am Hoping for a huge turnout at our September seventh Camp meeting 
as we continue the Good Works of our Camp as we Live the Charge as Fire-
Eaters each and every month of the year.
I look forward to personally meeting and greeting each and every one you on 
September seventh.

Standing with you in the Cause,

Jimmy Creech

“Sirs, you have no reason 
to be ashamed of your 
Confederate dead; see to 
it they have no reason to 
be ashamed of you.”

 — Robert Lewis 
Dabney, Chaplain for 

Stonewall Jackson



From Our Adjutant
Fire Eaters, Compatriots and Friends,

The August meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp 3000 of the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) was called to order by Commander 
Jimmy Creech at 7:00 pm on August 3, 2016, at Anna’s Italian Restaurant. In 
attendance were 22 members plus 25 associates and interested guests. Edwin 
Ray, Johnny Neville and Andrew Morehead represented the Virginia Division 
of the SCV.

Following the Invocation, Salutes, Charge, lighting of the Memory Candle 
and motion to dispense of the reading of the Minutes, the speaker, Bert 
Dunkerly, was introduced and began his presentation. 

The 50/50 drawing was held, won by Andrew Morehead. He contributed 
the winnings of $59.00 to the Order of the Confederate Rose for their 
honorable initiatives.

After Officer, Committee and other group reports were given, Commander 
Creech presented Camp and National awards. 

Old and New Business issues were discussed and it was suggested the Bucket 
be passed at the September meeting to raise funds to help support the 
Campbell County Guards’ monument completion. 

Following the discussion of Camp business, Edwin Ray, Virginia Division 
1st Lt. Commander, attempted to explain numerous issues, including the 
apparent lack of transparency with the Oakwood Restoration Committee. 

“Nothing fills me with 
deeper sadness than 
to see a Southern man 
apologizing for the 
defense we made of our 
inheritance. Our cause 
was so just, so sacred, 
that had I known all that 
has come to pass, had I 
known what was to be 
inflicted upon me, all that 
my country was to suffer, 
all that our posterity was 
to endure, I would do it 
all over again.” 

 — President Jefferson 
Davis, CSA

“The principle for which 
we contend is bound to 
reassert it’s self, though 
it may be at another time 
and in another form.” 

 — Jefferson Davis

“Duty is the sublimest 
word in our language. 
Do your duty in all 
things. You cannot do 
more. You should never 
wish to do less.” 

 — Robert E. Lee

There are certainly issues that we all are familiar with, involving Division 
particularly, but also National to some extent.  In my experience, virtually 
all large organizations have some form of internal strife or differences.  We 
cannot allow these differences to erode our membership, which could result 
in a less active and viable Fire Eater Camp.  The issues are being pursued, 
and those in the organizations above our Camp have heard us and know that 
the issues will not be forgotten.  The strength of our numbers gives us an 
opportunity to be heard.  Win or lose on certain issues, we will not go away, 
particularly if we maintain our current members and continue to grow.
So, please renew your membership, and consider this matter prayerfully 
before deciding to not renew.
I hope to see everyone on September 7 for our next Camp meeting.  Our 
speaker will be Byron Brady, who will speak on the escape route of John 
Wilkes Booth, after he shot Lincoln.  Same Bat Time, Same Bat Place.
See y’all then.
Yours in Support of Our Cause,

Joe Howard
1st Lt Commander
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Camp OffiCers

Ray offered out of date and incomplete reports in an attempt to satisfy Camp 
members’ concerns. Ray then continued to talk around questions without 
providing substantive answers. Ultimately, it was agreed that 90 days is 
a reasonable period to respond with answers and up-to-date supporting 
documents. Ray has been invited to participate at our November meeting or 
attend a “Business Meeting” to which membership and Camp advisors will 
be invited. Our Camp has been very involved with cemetery clean-ups and 
grave markings for many years and hope that obtaining this information will 
enhance our efforts as well as those of the ORC’s.

The SCV continues to fight southern heritage violations, for example, recently 
suing the City of Natchitoches, Louisiana over banning the Battle Flag at 
parades. The SCV is also taking action concerning Vanderbilt University’s 
(Nashville, TN) decision to remove the name “Confederate Memorial Hall” at 
a cost of millions of dollars in the name of “diversity “and “inclusion.”

Please note, there is a new vendor for our SCV billings. They are about three 
weeks behind schedule and hope to mail renewal statements shortly. If your 
dues are not paid by October 31, 2016, your membership will be considered 
delinquent and you will owe another ten dollars to reinstate at both the State 
and National levels. We strongly encourage everyone to renew on time.  If 
you have questions when you receive your statement, please contact me. 
REMINDER: On September 16th, 17th and 18th we will have a vendor tent 
at Field Days of the Past. This is our largest fundraising and recruitment 
event of the year. We need help with setup, manning the booth and teardown. 
Please let us know if and when you can volunteer. Funds raised help dictate 
the initiatives that we are able to support each year as the portion of member 
dues the Camp receives are minimal.

Recently, the Fire Eaters sent a survey to membership. If we have not 
responded to your ideas, please contact Jimmy Creech or me. We were 
unable to identify some participants due to unforeseen challenges. I 
apologize for any confusion. 

Hope to see everyone at the September 7th meeting, same time - same place!

Respectfully, 

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant / Treasurer 

Any members not already on the Color Guard email list with enlisted 
uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy or Marines who would like 
to participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside headstone 
and Iron Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying 
the Confederate Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@
embarqmail.com .

Upcoming Color Guard Events



Katherine Mason Rowland Marker Dedication, Sunday September 11 at 2 
PM.  Please be there by 1:30 at the latest.
  Location: Loudon Park Cemetery, 
                  3620 Wilkens Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21229
Some background information on her:
Katherine nursed at hospitals during the War in Virginia.
When the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
was born, Katherine helped form many Chapters 
in Virginia and Maryland.  It was Katherine’s 
work that helped form the Virginia Division and 
was elected Division Historian for 1895.  She was 
elected Corresponding Secretary General in 1896.  
She also served as Vice President for the Board of 
Managers in Maryland.  She was a noted author on 
her ancestors George Mason and editing the first 
edition of Minor’s “The Real Lincoln”.  She was an 
unreconstructed Confederate lady.

This cemetery is one of the most 
beautiful cemeteries in the South 
with statuary that is outstanding.
Many dignitaries from UDC 
General, Division, and Chapter 
levels will be attending.  There 
will also be another Color 
Guard, The Harry Gilmore 
Camp of Baltimore, representing 
Maryland at this event.  All are 
welcome at this event.

Marker Dedication for 13 Confederates and 2 1812 Veterans Saturday, 
October 1 at 1 PM.  Please be there by 12:30 PM.
    Location: Shockoe Hill Cemetery 
                    300 East Bates Street, Richmond, VA 23219
This is beginning to be an annual event that you don’t want to miss.
Remember this is your Color Guard.  We are always looking for Southern 
men of ancestry to forward the Confederate Colors in a positive manner.  If 
you’re interested in joining and have an enlisted Confederate uniform or 
wish to obtain a uniform, please contact the Color Sergeant or the Camp 
Commander.

Joe Wright 
Color Sergeant

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1082 likes. Up 4 since 
last month.
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org
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