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“We could have 
pursued no other 
course without 

dishonor; and as sad 
as the results have 

been, if it had all to be 
done over again, we 

should be compelled to 
act in precisely the 

same manner.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

“The principle for 
which we contend is 
bound to reassert 

itself, though it may 
be at another time 

and in another form.” 

President Jefferson 
Davis, C.S.A.  

The S.C.V. Charge 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

It was good to see so many camp members, associate members, Friends of the 

SCV, and visitors - from other Camps and those there for the first time – at our 

first meeting since the split of the camp. We greatly appreciate all those rallying 

around us in our time of transition. With everyone’s support, we are confident 

that, as a collective whole, we will together make our camp better than it has ever 

been. In the next few months we will update and audit camp records, report to the 

camp on our progress, and work toward elections in the fall.  

 

I want to thank all who participated in the Oakwood Ceremony on May 10th. It was 

one of the finest events I have ever attended honoring the memory of our 

Confederate heroes. We also thank all who attended the Yellow Tavern event. 

Wayne Jones, as a living historian of the life of the General, gave a chilling account 

of Jeb Stuart up to his death and even through the deaths of his wife and children. 

We hope you can attend upcoming events as your schedules allow so you can 

embrace your heritage further every day. 

 

As our Camp moves forward in its transition and reorganizing efforts, I hope all 

members will consider ways that they can be involved in our progress. There will 

be different committees to join, so everyone can have an active role in making the 

Fire-Eaters a camp that we all look forward to being a part of. We want you to be 

excited about coming to the monthly meetings and participating in any way your 

schedules allow. Let us remember, this Camp does not belong to a small group of 

individuals; it belongs to us all and together we can make it the success our 

ancestors would be proud of. 
 

Jimmy Creech 
 

I’d like to thank John Henry Taylor for his advice and support on camp 

reorganization efforts and for his willingness to speak at our May meeting (on 



“Any society which 
suppresses the 
heritage of its 

conquered minorities, 
prevents their history 
or denies them their 

symbols, has sown 
the seeds of their own 

destruction.” 

Sir William Wallace, 
1281 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Sirs, you have no 
reason to be ashamed 
of your Confederate 
dead; see to it they 

have no reason to be 

ashamed of you.” 

Robert Lewis Dabney, 
Chaplain for General 

“Stonewall” Jackson 

 
 

rather short notice!). John Henry is an Associate Member of the Fire-Eaters and 

has been a regular attendee of Camp meetings, along with his lovely wife, 

Darlene. With the support and participation of our associate members and Friends 

of the SCV in addition to our regular members’ activities, the Edmund Ruffin Fire-

Eaters Camp received the Virginia Division’s Outstanding Camp of the Year award 

for 2013-2014. 

 

This has been a productive and busy month for the Fire-Eaters Camp. Judy Smith 

has created new web, U-tube and Facebook pages and is adding videos and 

newsletters to all as activities and time permit. Walter Smith is working on a draft 

set of bylaws that is being reviewed by camp leaders. The draft will be released to 

camp members for their review and comments in the near future before 

presenting to the camp for final approval in the fall. Charlie Creech has been 

organizing Camp financial and historical records and Jimmie Creech is preparing to 

present the Fire-Eaters $1,500 Scholarship to Carter Mooney at Lee-Davis High 

School on May 21st. 

 

Many of our members participated in the Confederate Memorial Ceremony at 

Oakwood Cemetery on May 10th. We also placed a grave stone for Grayson 

Jennings’ ancestor, Private Henry C. Jennings of the Fluvanna Artillery CSA. Jim 

Tingle will be placing the Camp wreath at Hollywood Cemetery at 3pm on May 

31st, in a program hosted by the Southern Soldier Remembrance Foundation. 

 

Due to Brag Bowling’s transfer to the spin-off camp, we are scheduling different 

speakers for upcoming meetings (see Upcoming Events). If you have suggestions 

for speakers or any other questions or concerns about our current transition phase 

of Camp operations, please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the other 

interim officers. Thank you for your membership! 

 

Fred Merridew 

  Guest speaker John Henry Taylor 

Adjutant’s Report 
 

The May 7, 2014 meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 was 

called to order at 7:05 pm by Commander James Creech in the conference room 

at the Bass Pro Shop with 35 members and guests in attendance. 

Chaplain Barry Isenhour led the Invocation. 1st Lieutenant Commander Fred 

Merridew presented the Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Jimmy asked 

Barry to light the Memory Candle and it was done in special memory of the 



“Unknown Confederate Soldiers.” 

Jimmy led the Camp in the salute to the Virginia flag and the Flag of the 

Confederate States of America. He also welcomed a number of guests who were 

visiting with us for the evening and asked for the Adjutant and 1st Lieutenant 

Commander Reports.  

Adjutant Charlie Creech reported the transfer of documents from the previous 

adjutant had just recently taken place and he was in the process of auditing them. 

Fred started the 1st Lieutenant Commander report by thanking the camp's 

founding members.  He proceeded to give a brief overview of the past month's 

events including a voting action at the Virginia Division Convention, his 

subsequent resignation, the transfer of the previous Co-commanders and some 

other members to start a new camp, and 2nd Lieutenant Commander Jimmy 

Creech becoming Commander. 

Fred went on to report that the Fire-Eaters Camp was started as a spin off from 

another camp, so members leaving to start a new camp may be a challenge but it 

is also an opportunity. Re-energized camp members can enhance recruitment and 

outreach to the community. 

Fred also reported on the anticipated acquisition of financial records, by-laws, 

meeting minutes, and an asset inventory from the outgoing leadership and that 

upon review these will be disclosed and copies provided to the membership. Fred 

assured the camp that any revisions to existing policies or procedures also will be 

discussed and voted on by the members. 

Fred spoke about upcoming leadership and operation changes which will include 

greater transparency, accurate minutes, regular treasurer's reports, no closed 

door meetings, adherence to voting decisions, new project committees, and new 

Facebook and web pages. Looking forward, Fred reported that full elections will 

take place in the fall and encouraged members to express an interest in any 

positions they might wish to hold. 

Finally, Fred Merridew presented Jimmy Creech with the Distinguished Service 

Award and reported on the camp receiving the Outstanding Camp of the Year 

Award at the Virginia Division Convention. 

Jimmy affirmed Fred’s report, adding his own comments - starting with the fact 

that the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp is not a “Flagger Camp;” although we 

have many flaggers in our camp and are proud of it. Jimmy made a motion for 

Fred Merridew to be the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 delegate to the 

National Convention in Charleston in July. Michael C.Y. Floyd seconded the motion 

and the members present approved by unanimous voice vote.  

Jimmy indicated that, in preparing members for voting for officers in the fall, the 

officers’ job duties would be provided to the members at the next meeting. Jimmy 

testified on the importance of the ladies in our camp, and as an example reported 

that the Robert E. Lee Camp #1589 just the previous night conferring on Judy 

Smith the Confederate Veteran Appreciation Medal. Jimmy went on to say that he 

would like to see the ladies have voting rights.  

Jimmy reported receiving the original camp charter then announced that after the 

previous Co-Commanders transferred out and he became Commander, he 

immediately restored Fred Merridew as 1st Lieutenant Commander until elections 

can be held and placed the following members in vacated or unfilled positions: 



Adjutant / Treasurer – Charlie Creech 

Chaplain – Barry Isenhour  

Surgeon – Marvin Stalnaker 

Sergeant-at-Arms – Brandon White 

Judge Advocate – Walter Smith 

Commander Creech also appointed Judy Smith our Matron of Honor, Historian, 

Photographer, Facebook and Web Master. 

Jimmy then listed committees to be formed, and asked for volunteers to chair the 

committees: 

Cemetery Committee – Chairmen Brandon White and Jim Tingle 

Letter Writing Committee – Chairman Bo Traywick 

Fund Raising committees 

Color Guard Committee 

Facebook & Web Page Committee – Chairperson Judy Smith  

Scholarship Committee  

Committee to select Law Enforcement, Fire & EMS Appreciation Certificate 

Committee for Finding Speakers 

Quartermaster Committee 

Jimmy concluded by listing upcoming events and invited Susan Hathaway to 

provide a Flaggers Report. Susan gave thanks for the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters 

support and went on to report on the progress of the Chester Flag site, and that 

the other flag site was soon going to be ready.  She asked us to keep a look out 

for land that could be used to place additional flags. Susan updated the camp on 

the ongoing struggles with the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts and the Washington & 

Lee University controversy. She indicated that university officials had met with the 

protesters (who call themselves “The Committee”) and had not capitulated to their 

demands. Additionally, those officials had received and acknowledged an 

overflowing of support not to give in to the protester's demands. 

Mrs. Hathaway described upcoming events camp members might want to attend 

then ended her report by stating that in all her travels she would always talk about 

how proud she was to be a Friend of the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 

Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

Jimmy then asked, and Bo Traywick accepted, the task of writing a letter of appeal 

to the National organization of the Sons of Confederate Veterans on behalf of Tripp 

Lewis and objecting to the verdict that was rendered against him by the Virginia 

Division Executive Council.  

Jimmy introduced the speaker for the evening, John Henry Taylor, who has been 

Color Sergeant, Historian, Judge Advocate, and Past Commander of the Robert E. 

Lee Camp #1589. His talk was entitled “The Sons of Confederate Veterans – Who 

We Are, What We Do and Why.”  He spoke on the original reasons and history of 

what separated North and South from the very start of colonization up to the War 

of the Federal Invasion. He continued with a brief history and reasons the SCV was 

started. He listed the lies we had been told that dishonored our ancestors, and 

that we had come to accept without question as patriotism. Picking one - the 

Pledge of Alliance - to illuminate this point, he gave its history and explained how 

it purposely desecrated the honor and memory of that greatest generation of 

Americans, our Confederate ancestors. He told us that, before, we might not have 

known these lies and seen them as such, but now we do, we must carry out the 



charge accordingly. He finished by offering his, and his camp's, support to our 

leadership, whom he gave praise and thanksgiving.   

After the speaker’s presentation, Jimmy asked Patrick Seay to pull the 50/50 ticket 

and Brandon White won, donating his winnings back to the camp. 

After the drawing for the door prize Barry Isenhour gave the closing benediction 

and Susan Hathaway led in the singing of Dixie prior to adjournment. The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:29. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Charlie Creech 

And More Pictures … 
 

 Fred Merridew presents Jimmy Creech with the 

Virginia Division Distinguished Service Award 

 

  The Virginia Division Camp of the Year Award ribbon (green) on 
the Confederate Navy Jack flag 

 

  Edmund Ruffin Gravestone 



 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

Camp Officers: 

Jimmy Creech 

Commander 

jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Charlie Creech 

Adjutant/Treasurer 

creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Barry Isenhour 

Chaplain 

foutzited@hotmail.com 

Brandon White 

Sargeant at Arms  

brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 

Judge Advocate 

john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker 

Surgeon 

mnstalnaker@verizon.net 

Judy P. Smith 

Matron of Honor 

judy@crossedbrushstudio.com 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

May 25th – Confederate Memorial Day Services, Warrenton 

Cemetery, 2pm 

May 26th – 16th Annual Memorial Day Service, Historic 

Blandford Cemetery, Petersburg, 3pm – Speaker, W. Donald 

Kennedy; Music, Stan Clardy 

May 26th – Confederate Memorial Day Service, Confederate 

Memorial Chapel, 2900 Grove Ave., Richmond (behind 

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts), 10am 

May 31st – Confederate Memorial Headstone Dedication, 

Hollywood Cemetery, 3pm – Jim Tingle presenting Edmund 

Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 memorial wreath 

June 4th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Frank Yates on 

“Captain W.T. Owen, 8th Virginia Infantry Company C” 

June 7th – Jefferson F. Davis Memorial Service, Hollywood 

Cemetery, 9am – Keynote Speaker, Patrick Falci, portraying 

General A.P. Hill 

June 7th – Memorial Service and Gravestone Dedication in 

Honor of Bridget M. Grimes, “The Forgotten Victim of the 

Brown’s Island Disaster,” Mount Calvary Cemetery, 1400 

South Randolph Street, Richmond, 11:30am 

July 2nd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Bo Traywick on    

“I am only a One Sermon Preacher” (an update presentation 

on the book Empire of the Owls) 

2014 Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 Scholarship 

 

The funding of the Camp’s $1,500 Lee-Davis Scholarship for 2014 is complete and 

Jimmy Creech will present the check to Carter Mooney on May 21st. These funds 

were raised through the generosity of the local businesses listed below. Without their 

assistance, this year’s scholarship would not be possible. Your patronage of these 

donors would be greatly appreciated (see business cards in email attachment). 

 

 Bennett Funeral Home – Andrew Bennett Morehead, Funeral Director 

 Nationwide Insurance – J. Harrison Moncure, CPCU, CLU, Agency Owner 

 Law Office of Christopher K. Peace 

 CopyCat Printing – Deniz McCay, Mechanicsville Office 

 Tucker Franklin Insurance Group – S. Cole Tucker, Jr., CIC, CRM, LUTCF 

 Virginia Stampede Rodeo – August 1st & 2nd, Colonial Downs Raceway 

 Rick’s Tire amd Auto, Inc. – Rick Crabtree and Rick Watts 

 Hanover Memorial Park Cemetery – Meredith & Kevin Monaghan, Owners 

 Frame Art Gallery – Sherri R. Cox, Owner 

 Winters-Oliver Insurance Agency – Stephen G. Winters, CLU, CIC, Principal 
 

Thanks also to Andrew Morehead for his hard work collecting these donations. 
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