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“Everyone should do 
all in his power to 

collect and 
disseminate the truth, 

in the hope that it 
may find a place in 
history and descend 

to posterity.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

The S.C.V. Charge 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 
The JEB Stuart birthday ceremony at Hollywood Cemetery on February 8th was 
cancelled at the last minute, without notice to a majority of the people. However, 

the program was rescued by the Fireeaters - our color guard and bagpiper, Luke 

McDonald - and the president of the Stuart Mosby Society. I gave a talk on the 
General, which was patiently listened to by about 45-50 attendees.  Fred Merridew 

laid our camp wreath and, all in all, it was a nice ceremony, (though not as large 

as usual).  The color guard will appear again on Memorial Day at the Huguenot 

Springs Confederate Cemetery.  

 

Our national organization continues to move forward on raising funds for a 
Confederate museum in Columbia, TN at our national headquarters, and I 
understand at this time the funds stand at about a half million dollars. I, on the 
other hand, would much prefer to see a new Confederate museum located on the 
east coast along the north-south highway corridor. No matter how small we begin, 
we must begin. It is apparent we cannot do anything about what is taking place 
with the current Museum of the Confederacy and its merger with Tredgar's 

politically correct Civil War Museum. We have registered our disagreement loud 
and clear, but to no avail. Now we must quit beating a dead horse and go our own 
way. We must center our energies and funds on a new museum that WE CONTROL 
and never again allow our heritage to fall into the hands of the so-called 
“academic” world. The men of the SCV from the Western portion of the country of 
course favor the Columbia, TN site. I am currently working on a site that would fit 

our purposes and will give you further information as that develops. It may fall 

through, but if it does, then we must pick up and start again. If the site is 
obtainable, then I will petition National to consider this Richmond site and hope 
they can persuade our Western brothers to center our efforts here in Virginia.  
 
All of our efforts, no matter what, depend on a strong SCV. Fred and Harris do a 
wonderful job of recruiting and enlisting new members, but they can't do it all by 

themselves. I encourage YOU to encourage your friends and neighbors who may 
be eligible to join the SCV to support their families’ heritage by joining the 
Fireeaters in our quest to keep alive the values of our American Confederate 
Veterans.  
 

Darryl Starnes 
 



 

“Nothing fills me with 
deeper sadness than 

to see a southerner 
apologize for the 

defense we made for 
our heritage.” 

CSA President 
Jefferson Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

“I hold concession or 
compromise to be fatal. 

If we concede an inch, 
concession would 

follow compromise, 
until our ranks would 

be so broken that 
effectual resistance 

would be impossible.” 

John C. Calhoun,  
South Carolina 
Champion of       
States’ Rights 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed our February speaker, William Connery. His lecture on 

wartime Northern Virginia was well done and enlightening. In March we will 

change topics somewhat and welcome Colonel John Biemeck, Retired US Army 

Ordnance officer. He will speak on projectiles and military ordnance, a subject on 

which he has written several books. I was in the Ordnance Corps when I was in 

the Army and look forward to hearing what he has to say. 

 

April will bring us Teresa Roane, an expert on black Confederates, who will discuss 

“Minorities in the Confederate Military: Combat Support.”  

 

I wish all could have attended the recent Stephen D Lee Institute. We had our 
usual quota of great speakers - topped off by Donnie Kennedy, who was our 
banquet speaker. This is a can’t-miss event and I urge everyone to try to come in 
the future. 
 

Brag Bowling 

  February speaker, 
William Connery 

Adjutant’s Report 
 

The February 5, 2014 meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters was called to 

order at 7:00 PM by Commander Darryl Starnes in the conference room at the 

Bass Pro Shops, with 47 members and guests in attendance. Commander Starnes 

led the Camp in the pledge and salute of flags and Jimmy Creech gave the 

Invocation. Lt. Commander Fred Merridew presented the Steven Dill Lee Charge. 

 

Commander Starnes recognized guests, including Sherry Cox who brought a 

number of prints from her Frame Art Gallery for viewing and presented members 

with a $20 discount on purchases from her business. 

 

Assisted by Lt. Cmdr. Jimmy Creech, Commander Starnes proceeded with the 

induction of new member Patrick Seay. Brief reports were given by camp officers, 

including the status of recruiting efforts, treasury balance and current roster. 

 

Commander Brag Bowling introduced the speaker for the evening, William 

Connery. Mr Connery gave an extremely informative presentation on the Battle 

Flag and a number of variants of the flag. He clearly deserves his reputation as the 

"History Guy." 

It was brought to the camp's attention that Civil War re-enactor and Mechanized 



Cavalry member Dwight "Zap" Nesbitt of Chester, VA died on February 5 and will 

truly be missed.   

 

Commander Starnes brought up the subject of the sad fate of the Confederate 

Museum and the need for a museum in the Hanover/Richmond area that could 

carry on the memory of our heritage with a display of artifacts and memorabilia 

from families of Confederate veterans.  There are several suggestions that can be 

considered and hopefully developed into a Confederate museum in our area. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with a benediction by Jimmy Creech and the singing 

of Dixie by the camp. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Harris Allen 

And More Pictures … 
  

  Commander Starnes 
welcomes new member, Patrick Seay 
 

  Color guard member Brandon White at the J.E.B. 
Stuart Birthday Celebration at Hollywood Cemetery (standing in front of the Jefferson Davis statue) 
 



  Even a snow bank 
can be a Va Flagger in front of the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 

Upcoming Events 

 

March 1st – Hollywood Cemetery Clean-up Project in the 

Confederate Section, 10am – please bring rakes, pruners, 

plastics trash bags, etc. 

March 5th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker Col. John Biemeck 

March 15th – Headstone Unveiling Ceremony at Hollywood 

Cemetery – 10am for William Tingle, Fireeaters’ camp 

member Jim Tingle’s Confederate ancestor 

March 15th – Order of the Confederate Rose Tombstone 

Dedication Ceremony, Shockhoe Hill Cemetery, 1pm – in 

honor of 14 female victims of the Browns Island Munitions 

Factory explosion 

April 2nd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker Teresa Roane 

April 11-13th – Virginia Division Convention, Roanoke VA, 

see attachment (Note: This event has fees associated with it) 

April 16th – 66th Annual Shad Planking, 12205 Brittles Mill 

Road, Wakefield, VA 23888, 2:00-6:30pm, rain or shine. The 

formal program begins at 4pm. $25 tickets are available 

through the Virginia Diner by calling 1-800-935-4004; call 

Robert Bain at 757-641-8060 for additional information. 

April 25-27th – 150th Anniversary of the Bermuda Hundred 

Campaign, 17901 Genito Road, Moseley, VA, 23120. Phone 

804-768-7498 for additional details. This event has a fee. 

Compatriot Opinions 
 

FYI - the lies and misinformation continue   

 

Remember at first, S. Waite Rawls III claimed that it was a vicious lie that he was 
plotting to merge the Museum of the Confederacy with the politically correct 
Tredegar Civil War Museum? Rawls claimed that he was only thinking about 
lending a few artifacts to the billionaires’ museum for a short period of time 
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and that the accusations coming from the MOC employees were false. He then 

issued a "Gag Order" forbidding any of the museum employees to squeal on him 

or they would be fired. Next, he announced the alleged merger that he had 

previously denied. Then we find out that it was certainly no merger at all but a 

total giveaway of the precious relics of the Confederacy to a billionaire who will, 

apparently, be rewarding Rawls financially in some capacity for his sell out of the 

museum. Now even the name of the once noble institution will be gone forever. 

 

No longer will the word "Confederacy" be used in connection with the relics of our 

country. Instead, the name will be replaced with the false name, American Civil 

War Museum - an excellent example of Yankee/Socialist false history gone wild. 

“American” history would simply imply the history of the Western Hemisphere - 

North America, Central America, and South America. A "Civil War" took place in 

America from 1775 to 1783 - a fact that the distorters of history knowingly avoid, 

instead referring to the Federal Invasion of our country in 1861 as "The Civil War" 

(just as the federal propagandists did during and following the war of the Federal 

Invasion). 

 

I will never forget Waite Rawls’ words, "It is the Museum of the Confederacy - not 

the Museum for the Confederacy!" When challenged over his utter destruction of 

the museum and reminded of the Charge of General Stephen Dill Lee, Rawls 

responded that the charge was given to the Sons of Confederate Veterans, not to 

the Museum of the Confederacy or the Confederate Literary Society. Hence, Rawls 

had no duty to see to it that the true history of the south would be presented to 

future generations. So sad! 

 

Your servant, John Henry Taylor 

 

Confederate flag should not be dishonored 

 

In his letter of January 8th to the Chesterfield Observer, Delwyn Logan states     

the Confederate battle flag “has become a true banner of evil for millions of 

Americans.” This is the result of 150 years worth of propaganda from the 

victorious, who have deliberately perpetrated this lie in order to cloak their war of 

invasion and conquest of the Confederate States of America in robes of morality. 

All of the issues that were wrangled over before the war of the 1860s evaporated 

into thin air when the Southern states peacefully seceded from the original Union 

and formed their own confederation. 

 

But President Lincoln and his radical political party would have none of it. So he 

launched his war and invaded the Confederacy to destroy it and to drive the 

Southern States back into his Union at the point of the bayonet, in order to “save 

the Union” for Northern industrial and financial interests. 

 

The Confederate battle flag was a soldier’s flag. It was born on the battlefield and 

carried by the men who were fighting to defend our country from an enemy bent 

not on liberation, but conquest. Are we to take it down then, and meekly 

acquiesce in the perpetuation of that colossal lie that has been leveled against us 

for 150 years? Or should we let it fly to honor the truth and the men who fought 

under it? 

 

The Holy Scriptures tell us that to bear false witness against one’s neighbor is a 

cardinal sin, and that the wages of sin is death. The truth of the Confederate battle 

flag is, therefore, that it is an indictment against imperialism and coerced political 

allegiance, just as the Stars and Stripes used to be in 1776. 

 

Submitted by: H. V. “Bo” Traywick Jr. 
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