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“We’ll fight them, sir, 
‘til hell freezes over, 
and then, sir, we will 

fight them on the ice.” 

A Confederate soldier 
at Gettysburg,          
in The Civil War       
by Shelby Foote 

 

 

 

 

The S.C.V. Charge 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

I hope everyone enjoyed last month’s speaker, Dave Goetz. I am sure his talk on 

Mosby was entertaining. I unfortunately had to miss it. My wife planned something 

for us and I didn't have the courage to tell her no. I will try to make all the 

meetings in the future. 

  

This month we are going to have an old friend, William Connery. Mr. Connery has 

a variety of great programs and he plans on either discussing the "Confederate 

Battle Flag" or the "Civil War in Northern Virginia." Not to be identified with Ed 

Ayers of the University of Richmond, he also is a "history guy" and one of the most 

knowledgeable historians in the Commonwealth. 

  

I am preparing for the Stephen Dill Lee Institute which is on February 7-8 at the 

Doubletree Hotel in Chattanooga, TN. We have a wonderful group of scholars and 

the theme will deal with Union war policies and crimes in the South as “The South 

Experiences the First Modern Total War.” Please try to attend. It is a great 

experience.  

  

Keep recruiting for our Camp. We have so much going on and have become one of 

the best Camps in either Virginia or the Confederation. 
 

Brag Bowling 

 

We continue to have very good attendances at our meetings, but not to the point 

we need to look for a new venue, just yet. However, we continue to take in new 

members almost every meeting. I would like to take this opportunity to encourage 

our new members to get involved in one of the camp programs. If there is a 

program in which you have experience or expertise please let me or one of the 

other officers know and we will definitely put you to work. 



 

“Only three men in 
the Confederate army 

knew what I was 
doing or intended to 

do; they were Lee and 
Stuart and myself.” 

Mosby’s War 
Reminiscences         

by John S. Mosby 

 

 

 

 

 

“General, Did you ever 

hear of Mosby?”    
“Yes, have you                          
caught him?”            

“He has caught you.” 

Captain John S. Mosby 
upon capturing General 

E.H. Stoughton 
 

I would like to express my appreciation to the Fireeaters’ color guard on their 

excellent performance in Lexington at the Lee Jackson Day celebration - you men 

did a great job! The Fireeaters had a good showing at this event: Fred laid the 

camp wreath for us and Berk was there to get pictures. A number of other 

members also attended and took part in the numerous activities of the two day 

celebration. For those of you who were not able to attend this year, I encourage 

you to put it on your calendar for next year. I assure you that you will enjoy the 

weekend. Next year, if you would like a ride up, talk to one of the officers and I'm 

sure we can get you a ride. 

 

One of the Roanoke TV channels interviewed me in Lexington and it never ceases 

to amaze me at how much the "Left" screams for diversity as long as it doesn't 

include us. This lady was looking for a fight, and I gave her one, but I'm sure she 

will not show anything that would be advantageous to us. She just didn't feel like 

we should have been there at all. The "Left" just wants us to go away and people 

like Waite Rawls at the MOC are their best allies; therefore, we have to grow and 

prosper. 

 

I reiterate my remarks to the Camp at the last meeting. In dealing with the "Left" 

we have to take the offense and quit thinking of defending so much. We should 

direct our energy and resources in taking the offense, and then THEY have to 

defend. Look how they screamed about the I-95 battle flag. We need to begin and 

in my opinion the initial thrust should be to raise money with which to obtain a 

building to establish a Confederate museum of our own, as the MOC, as we used 

to know it, is being destroyed. Someone has to take the initiative to START, no 

matter how small that beginning might be, and I would like to see our camp in 

that vanguard. 
 

Darryl Starnes 
 

  January speaker, Dave Goetz 
 

Adjutant’s Report 
 

The January 8, 2014 meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters was called to order 

at 7:00 PM by Commander Darryl Starnes in the conference room at the Bass Pro 

Shops with 43 members and guests in attendance. Commander Starnes led the 

Camp in flag pledge and salutes and Jimmy Creech gave the Invocation. Lt. 

Commander Fred Merridew presented the Steven Dill Lee Charge. 



 

Brief reports were given by camp officers and included a status of: recruiting 

efforts, the "badge" project, treasury balance, and current roster. 

 

Commander Starnes welcomed a number of visitors including Sam Parsons, Logan 

Self, and three brothers of Don and Herman Blake. Assisted by Lt. Comdr. Creech, 

Commander Starnes proceeded with the induction of 5 new members: Kenneth 

Self, Richard Holt, Russell Gurganus, William Gurganus, and Michael Floyd. 

 

Commander Starnes reminded the camp of the upcoming Lee-Jackson Day 

celebration occurring in Lexington on January 17 and 18, including the ceremonies 

at the cemetery on Saturday. The Camp Color Guard and other camp members 

will participate. 

 

The speaker of the evening was David Goetz, who gave a very interesting 

presentation on General Mosby's life and career and referenced his book, "Hell is 

Being a Republican in Virginia." The comprehensive presentation on Mosby 

revealed many military and business connections. 

 

After the presentation, Commander Starnes congratulated "Bo" Traywick on his 

excellent article in Confederate Veteran Magazine. He also briefly introduced the 

subject of the demise of the Confederate Museum and the need for a museum in 

the Hanover/Richmond area that could carry on the memory of our heritage with a 

display of artifacts and memorabilia from families of Confederate veterans.  There 

were several suggestions that can be considered as the issue is discussed in the 

future. 

 

After the singing of a rousing version of Dixie, the meeting was adjourned around 

8:30 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Harris Allen 

And More Pictures … 
 

  

  New member induction 
 
 

 

 



 
 

  Fireeaters’ meeting 
attracts Sam Parsons, a young man working on a Boy Scout community service merit badge 
 

  Fireaters’ Color Guard 
leads the way at Lee-Jackson Parade in Lexington, VA 
 

  2014 Lee-Jackson 
Parade, Lexington 
 
 
 



 

Confederate Notes 
A Book Review by Elizabeth D. Wilson 

 
Behind Enemy Lines: Civil War Spies, Raiders and Guerrillas 

By Wilmer L. Jones, Ph.D. 
 
This book is divided into three sections, Spies, Raiders and Guerrillas. Each 
provides often overlooked information on heroes and heroines of the War Between 
the States. Confederates and Yankees were both included in the book. I have to 
admit that I did not find the Yankee portions of the book as interesting as I did the 

Confederate portions. However, the author does an excellent job of explaining the 
actions and mindset of the characters involved in each section. 
 
Belle Boyd, perhaps one of the best known confederate Spies, was also one of the 
youngest. She was only sixteen years old when the war started.  She was arrested 
more than once; but, always returned to her old habits of spying. When Belle was 
eleven years old her parents would not allow her to attend a social function at 

their home, they felt that she was too young. During dinner Belle dashed into the 

dining room on her horse. When her father asked for an explanation of her 
behavior, she replied: “Well, my horse is old enough, isn’t he?” She was never 
impressed with authority and never cared about the punishment, if it happened. 
 
Rose O’Neal Greenhow used her social standing in Washington City society to 
provide the Confederate Army with vital information on many occasions. It is said 

that her information helped the Confederate Army prevail at Manassas. 
 
Then there was “Crazy Bet,” Elizabeth Van Lew, of Richmond, Virginia who was a 
Yankee sympathizer. She carried messages to Yankee soldiers and even had some 
of her servants do the same. She helped Northern prisoners of war escape from 
Libby Prison. All of Richmond shunned her during and after the war. When 

Richmond fell, General Grant ordered around-the-clock protection for Crazy Bet, 
because he was concerned for her safety in the now fallen Capital of the 
Confederacy. The only surviving tribute to her is a boulder marking her grave in 
Richmond, reading: “Elizabeth L. Van Lew 1818-1900”. 

 
In the “Spies” section there is also a lot of detailed information about Allan 
Pinkerton, the main Yankee spy and the founder of the Pinkerton Detective 

Agency. 
 
The “Raiders” section includes chapters on Turner Ashby, John Singleton Mosby, 
Jeb Stuart, and lesser known Harry Gilmore. When the war started, Gilmore was 
twenty-four years old and lived in Baltimore, Maryland. He was determined to 
serve with Turner Ashby and traveled to Winchester, Virginia to join his unit. He 
was quite daring and became a real asset to Ashby. He was taken prisoner after 

Gettysburg, but managed to escape, taking with him his weapons and two of their 
horses. 
 
The “Guerrillas” section introduces several very violent and passionate men, such 
as William Quantrill, Champ Ferguson and “Bloody” Bill Anderson. Guerrilla 
Warfare took place in the North and South. However, some of the most violent 

actions took place in Missouri and Kansas, where the residents were greatly 

divided on the war and the local government did not take sides or protect the 
citizens. There were hangings on a regular basis, farms and land were burned and 
towns and personal property were destroyed by arson and looting. The author 
described guerrilla warfare not as war but as a “bloody local insurrection.”  Some 
of the renowned outlaws of the “Wild West” such as Jesse James and Cole Younger 
received their “training” from being part of this guerrilla warfare.  On February 13, 

1866 twelve men rode into Liberty, Missouri, and dismounted around the town.  
Two of the men walked into the bank, demanded money, locked the bank teller 
and his son in the vault, and left.  This was the first day-time, peace-time bank 
robbery in American history. The twelve men were the James-Younger Gang. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

February 5th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker William 

Connery 

April 16th – 66th Annual Shad Planking, 12205 Brittles Mill 

Road, Wakefield, VA 23888, 2:00-6:30pm, rain or shine. The 

formal program begins at 4pm. Tickets available through the 

Virginia Diner by calling 1-800-935-4004; call Robert Bain at 

757-641-8060 for additional information. 

April 25-27th – 150th Anniversary of the Bermuda Hundred 

Campaign, 17901 Genito Road, Moseley, VA, 23120. Phone 

804-768-7498 for additional details. The fee for this 

reenactment event is yet to be announced. 

Oakwood Restoration Committee Update 
  
Our main project this past year has been putting in a new Gazebo (speakers 
stand). The old one was turning to dust. The concrete used in 1900 at the site was 
not super high quality and, working in conjunction with the City of Richmond and 
the VA Dept. of Historic Resources, we demolished the old stand and put in an 
exact reproduction. You can see the work on the Restore Oakwood website, 
www.restoreoakwood.com. 

  
A new flagpole was installed and we fly a different Confederate state flag monthly. 
We are presently flying the 2nd National and Florida flags. Newly installed are 
Confederate street signs replacing the old signs. 
  
We are awaiting the final judgment of the Veterans Administration appeals court 

regarding our upright markers. It has gone through all bureaucratic channels of 
the VA and has returned to the Judge's desk so we are awaiting a verdict. Due to 
the extremely high cost of placing 12,000 (at a minimum) upright markers -- 

approximately $3 million dollars - we want to be sure before we begin fundraising 
for markers at our own expense.  
  
We are taking bids on putting in a period-style ornamental iron fence along 

Richmond Road. This will be next year’s capital project. We have completed the 
grave of Lt. Stafford, the Texas marker, the UDC Soldiers Monument, and the 
Gazebo. Well over $100,000 has been spent by the SCV in the cemetery. We hope 
to work out a deal with the City of Richmond to replace the main gates into the 
Confederate section coming off Oakwood Avenue. I would like to especially thank 
Lee Hart for his tireless work ethic and technical cemetery and construction 
expertise. 

  
The Oakwood Restoration Committee raised over $10,000 last year to further 
improvements. We are also responsible for grass cutting and most maintenance in 
the Confederate section - which is 7-8 acres. Actual grass is returning to the 
Confederate section due to seeding, liming and fertilizing. By next year, I would 

bet that the City section will be put to shame by our beautiful grounds in the 

Confederate section. This has led to a much better relationship with the City of 
Richmond and saved the City about $35,000 per year. Except for the new fence 
along Richmond Road, all major projects have been completed. This leaves us to 
concentrate on our main task, individual markers for the Confederates of 
Oakwood.  
  
Keep your fingers crossed on the outcome of our VA appeal. Thanks for your 

continuing support. 
  
Submitted by: Brag Bowling, Co-Chairman, Oakwood Restoration Committee 
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