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“We did not drill 
ourselves into a 

machine that could not 
operate when any part 

went wrong.  

We just maintained  
our individuality and   
at the same time a 
cohesiveness and   
went to the task.” 

Lt. Col. John S. Mosby  

 

 

 

 

The S.C.V. Charge 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Well, it appears winter is winding down and, as it does, more SCV events begin to 

take place.  On March 1st, your color Guard was in Oilville, VA - on a very cold but 

beautiful Saturday morning - to present the colors for an SCV medal of honor 

winner.  Our youngest member, 14-year-old Patrick Seay, was there to lay the 

camp wreath for the Fireeaters. 

 

On Saturday March 8th, in great sadness, the color guard provided the "Guard of 

Honor" at the funeral of Allen Burnette's niece's husband. Lt. Commander Fred 

Merridew extended the camp's condolences to members of the family. 

 

The Fireeaters provided a memorial service in honor of Corporal William Tingle on 

March 15th in the Confederate section of Hollywood cemetery. This service was for 

the great-great-grandfather of camp member Jim Tingle. Lt. Commander Fred 

Merridew gave the welcome and introduction, while I served as the master of 

ceremonies. Our color guard and camp cannon battery presented the colors and 

fired in salute. A military folded flag was presented to Jim Tingle in honor of 

Corporal Tingle. We then traveled across town and assisted in a Service being 

conducted by the Order of the Confederate Rose in Shockoe Cemetery where your 

color guard again presented the colors and the cannon crew again fired in salute. 

 

I sincerely recommend that you come out and support your camp's activities 

whenever possible. Being a part of these events enhances your experience of 

being a member of the SCV. When the flags go up, the bagpipe wails Dixie, the 

drum begins to roll, and the cannon roars flames - if you have a drop of southern 

blood, you are going to be glad you came! 

 

Darryl Starnes 



“Until we meet again, 
let us remember our 

obligations to our 

forefathers, who gave 
us the undeniable 
birthright of our 

Southern heritage and 
the vision, desire, and 

courage to see it 

perpetuated.” 

SCV Closing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“It was a rule from 
which I never 

departed, not to stand 
still and receive a 

charge, but always to 

act on the offensive.” 

Lt. Col. John S. Mosby  

 
 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed Colonel Biemeck’s presentation at our last meeting. I 

learned a lot about fuses and ordnance during the War Between the States. We 

are pleased to announce that Teresa Roane, an old friend of the SCV, formerly 

employed at the MOC and now working for the UDC, will speak at our April 

meeting on Minorities in the Confederate Military: Combat Support. 

  

I’m still working on a May speaker but have lined up as our June speaker, Caleb 

Stephens, who has written a Lincoln assassination book titled "Worst Seat in the 

House" which details Lincoln's death and the bad evening spent by Major Henry 

Rathbone and his fiancée, Clara Harris.  

  

I also hope we can get our members to the Virginia Division Reunion in Roanoke in 

May and the national Reunion in Charleston in July.  

  

Keep working on building our Camp by bringing new potential members to our 
Camp meetings. 
 

Brag Bowling 

  Fire-Eaters’ Cannon Crew 

Adjutant’s Report 
 

The March 5, 2014 meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters was called to order at 

7:00pm by Commander Darryl Starnes in the conference room at the Bass Pro 

Shop with 48 members and guests in attendance. Commander Starnes led the 

Camp in the pledge and salute of flags. Lt. Commander Fred Merridew presented 

the Steven Dill Lee Charge. 

 

Commander Starnes reported that he recently learned a piece of land which 

appeared to have potential as a site for a Confederate Museum has been sold to 

another party. He also noted a number of upcoming events, including the 

Headstone Unveiling Ceremony for William Tingle in Hollywood Cemetery at 10am 

and the OCR Tombstone Dedication in Shockoe Hill Cemetery at 1pm on March 

15th.  Also mentioned was the Color Guard participation at a memorial event in 

Oilville on February 28th. Both the Color Guard and the Cannon Crew expect to 

participate in a May 10th ceremony (details to be announced later). 



2nd Lt. Cmdr Jimmy Creech reminded camp members that either pocket or pin-on 

name badges are available for $9.  Contact Jimmy if you have not gotten one yet. 

 

Commander Starnes welcomed a number of guests who were visiting with us for 

the evening. 

 

Commander Brag Bowling introduced the speaker for the evening, Colonel John 

Biemeck.  His vast knowledge of and experience with ordinance contributed 

heavily to his interesting presentation on cannon shells and firing mechanisms. 

 

After the speaker’s presentation, Commander Starnes requested brief reports from 

the Treasurer, Adjutant, and Lt Commander.  Lt. Cmdr. Merridew mentioned 

upcoming events including a work day on March 29 to assist with additional 

clearing at the first I-95 flag site (see additional details below). 

 

After the drawing for the door prize, 2nd Lt. Cmdr. Jimmy Creech gave the closing 

benediction and Commander Bowling led in the singing of Dixie prior to 

adjournment. 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 

Harris Allen 

And More Pictures … 
  

  Patrick Seay lays wreath at Oilville memorial ceremony 
 

 Fire-Eaters’ Color Guard and Cannon Crew 
 



 

  Fire-Eaters’ Color Guard 

Upcoming Events 

 

April 2nd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker Teresa Roane 

April 11-13th – Virginia Division Convention, Roanoke VA, 

see attachment (Note: This event has fees associated with it) 

April 16th – 66th Annual Shad Planking, 12205 Brittles Mill 

Road, Wakefield, VA 23888, 2:00-6:30pm, rain or shine. The 

formal program begins at 4pm. $25 tickets are available 

through the Virginia Diner by calling 1-800-935-4004; call 

Robert Bain at 757-641-8060 for additional information. 

April 25-27th – 150th Anniversary of the Bermuda Hundred 

Campaign, 17901 Genito Road, Moseley, VA, 23120. Phone 

804-768-7498 for additional details. This event has a fee. 

Virginia Flaggers Activities 
 

I-95 Memorial Battle Flag #1 Chester Work Day:   

Join us on Saturday, March 29, as we spend the day clearing and hauling away 

debris, trimming trees and vegetation, and cleaning up the flag site. We are asking 

for all able bodies to join us, and bring any equipment that may be helpful: yard 

tools, tree trimming equipment, garbage bags, and vehicles to haul away debris. 

 
We will work from 9am – 3pm, with lunch provided. At the close of the day, we 

will switch the flag back to the original custom ANV, now that the worst of the 

winter weather has passed and security is improved.  Come be a part of helping to 

improve conditions at the site, celebrating the six month anniversary of the raising 

of the flag, and kicking off Confederate History and Heritage Month in Virginia! 

 

Also, I-95 Memorial Battle Flag #2 is VERY near completion. The pole and flag 

(which are nearly twice as tall and big as Flag #1) are paid for, but we are looking 

for assistance in covering the cost of installation - which includes the rental of a 

crane to set the pole. Please consider a donation to help us wrap this one up... 



 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

We’re on the Web! 

www.fireeatersscv.org 

Camp Officers: 

Darryl Starnes 

Co-Commander 

dsta813828@aol.com 

Brag Bowling, Jr. 

Co-Commander 

bragdonb@verizon.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Jimmie Creech 

2nd Lt. Commander 

jimmiecreech@comcast.net 

Andrew Moorehead 

3rd Lt. Commander 

abm94@netscape.com 

Harris Allen 

Adjutant 

hgalleng@gmail.com 

Allen Burnette 

Treasurer 

allenb@ruffin-payne.com 

 

 

Since the announcement of the first I-95 Memorial Battle Flag, we have been 

contacted by several landowners wanting to be a part of these projects and we 

have several more in various stages of development.  We are constantly looking 

for more flag sites, so please contact us if you know of anyone with land adjacent 

to an interstate who may be interested in helping to continue this project across 

the Commonwealth and beyond. Donations of poles/flags/supplies are also 

welcome, as we prepare for future projects. Thank you for your support! 

 

 

Grayson Jennings 

Va Flaggers 

 
“To tar the sacrifices of the Confederate soldier as simple acts of racism, and 

reduce the battle flag under which he fought to nothing more than the symbol of a 
racist heritage, is one of the great blasphemies of our modern age”.  James Webb-
Secretary of Navy And Assistant Secretary of Defense under U.S. President Ronald 
Regan and former U.S. Senator (D.VA.) 

 I-95 Flag #1, Chester, VA 
 

 I-95 Flag #2, North of Richmond 
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