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“I worked night and 
day for twelve years to 
prevent the war, but I 
could not. The North 
was mad and blind, 

would not let us govern 
ourselves, so the war 

came.” 

Jefferson Davis, 
President, 

Confederate States of 
America 

 

 

 

 

“I would rather be a 
private in Virginia’s 
army than a general 
in any army that was 

going to coerce her.” 

J.E.B. Stuart 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Greetings Compatriots. As summer is rapidly coming to a close and the cool fall 

weather is definitely welcome, it seems our Camp is becoming more active every 

day defending and honoring the good names of our Confederate ancestors. 

The Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters are proud to be sponsoring the Sally L. Tompkins 

OCR Chapter 2, and we thank all from the Chapter who showed up at last month’s 

meeting and Teresa Wells for giving us an overview of what the OCR is all about. 

We look forward to many years of working with these fine folks in a united effort 

of living the "Charge" together! 

I’d like to recognize what our own Patrick Seay has accomplished in his short time 

as a Fire Eater. He has secured the Adopt a Highway program for the camp and is 

acting as its committee chairman. He also secured a piece of property at Savage 

Station and arranged placement of a 20 foot pole to fly the Colors. This young 

man is certainly a shining example for us all as to what can be accomplished if we 

get out there and try. Well done Patrick; we are all so proud of you! 

Congratulations to Scott Daily on submitting the highest bid and winning the camp 

trailer. We certainly hope it meets your expectations!! 

I want to thank Fred, Charlie, Walter and Judy for all they do behind the scenes 

every day to promote smooth camp operations and for moving us in a positive 

forward direction. We should also appreciate Jim Tingle’s and Brandon White’s 

work at Oakwood Cemetery on a weekly basis, cleaning and resetting stones. 

Their steadfast devotion to the memory of Confederate Soldiers is admirable. 

Grayson Jennings should also be commended for his devotion of time and expense 

setting up Flags and getting power to them for lights. Southern people can never 

thank you enough for being such a dedicated force behind providing Flags to see 

on Virginia highways as a reminder of the sacrifice Confederate soldiers went 

through to try to secure Southern Independence! 



We must expect 
reverses, even 

defeats. They are sent 

to teach us wisdom 
and prudence, to call 

forth greater energies, 

and to prevent our 
falling into greater 

disasters.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For my part, I have 
no hesitancy from the 

first that, right or 
wrong, alone or 

otherwise, I go with 
Virginia.” 

J.E.B. Stuart 

 
 

Joe Wright is diligently working on getting the guidelines finalized for our Color 

guard and we thank him for stepping up as Color Sargent for the camp and the 

many years of experience he brings. 

We also appreciate the ongoing contributions of the Friends of the SCV who assist 

our Camp: Susan Hathaway, who provides a guiding presence upon which to rally 

flagging efforts; Karen Cooper, as she assists – in the absence of committee 

chairmen – with committee reports and other volunteer duties; and Teresa Wilson, 

for restoring our Camp Wreath and making extras so our Camp can be well 

represented at ceremonies in the future. 

We have a lot to be thankful for as we have so many wonderful and driven people 

in our midst and I appreciate each of your unique talents and time. I’m honored 

and proud to call each one friend, brother and compatriot and am excited to see 

what heights the Fire Eaters can achieve as a Camp. 

By your side in the Cause, 
 

Jimmy Creech 
 

It’s shaping up to be a busy Fall for our Fire Eaters Camp. At our September 

meeting, we will hear from Richard Stewart, Founder of Pocahontas Island Black 

History Museum (Petersburg). (See our Upcoming Events later in this newsletter 

for a number of additional activities in September.) In October, Becky Cumins of 

the National Park Service in Fredericksburg will be our presenter and on October 

11th, the Camp will have its first Adopt a Highway cleanup day starting at 8am at 

Route 156 and Catlin Road in Mechanicsville. In November, Ms. C.L. Gray, Editor 

of the Stainless Banner Publishing Company will be our meeting speaker. 

Please tell your friends about these events – we welcome all to attend our 

meetings or participate in our various activities, from cleanup to Southern Heritage 

demonstrations. 

 

Fred Merridew 

  Jim Tingle cleans Confederate markers at Hollywood Cemetery. 



Adjutant’s Report 
 

At the August meeting, there were 20 members, 4 associate members, 2 Friends, 

and 15 visitors present. The meeting speaker was Scott Williams, who spoke on 

the Bermuda Hundred Campaign. 

At this time, Al Mills' and Joe Wright's transfer paperwork has been sent and we 

are waiting for their respective former camps to complete their sections so we can 

forward them to National Headquarters.  Norman Williams' transfer paperwork was 

completely filled out, so it has already been sent to National Headquarters. 

Meanwhile we have sent Charles Bryant Martin, Sr.'s membership application to 

National Headquarters and we are expecting to receive his membership package 

soon. National has received Johnnie C. Manuel, Jr.'s reinstatement paperwork and 

he has been added to the camp roster. 

We will be presenting Theresa Wilson with her Friend of the SCV certificate, pin 

and Confederate Veteran Magazine at the next camp meeting.  We will also be 

prepared to induct Patrick Martin. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Charlie Creech 

Sally L. Tompkins Order of the Confederate Rose Camp 2 
 

Good news from the Sally L. Tompkins Order for Confederate Rose Chapter 2 

Camp….. We have a new Camp Sponsor, and couldn’t be happier about it! Thank 

you to the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters SCV Camp #3000 for joining forces with 

us. We are looking forward to doing great things together to further the fight for 

our cause.   

The first meeting with our new Camp Sponsor was held on Monday, August 11, 

2014. Attendance was outstanding! Thank you, Jimmy Creech, Fire Eater’s Camp 

Commander, for joining us. We held elections for our 2014/2016 officers and are 

happy to announce the following results:  Frannie Kellison, President; Teresa 

Wells, Vice President; Cathy Hendricks, Secretary; and Alice Williams, 

Treasurer. We were happy to see so many new faces in our meeting this month 

and hope to see attendance grow. We signed up 5 new members during the 

meeting.   

 The Sally L. Tompkins Chapter attended the Rally in Lexington on July 26, 2014 to 

show our support for the return of the flags to the Lee Chapel and Museum on the 

Washington & Lee campus. Along with the SCV, Flaggers and others, it was a 

great turn out. We also attended the 14th Annual 2 Dogs Invitational in Carolina 

Beach, NC, August 21st through 24th. 

We have set up a gofundme.com account to help raise money for our ongoing 

project: tombstones for the victims of the Brown’s Island Confederate Munitions 

Explosion which took place on March 13, 1863. Our chapter dedicated 14 

tombstones for these victims at Shockhoe Hill Cemetery in March 2013, but we 

still have more to do. Our current goal is to raise enough money to complete the 

project - the remaining graves that need to have tombstones placed which are in 

Hollywood Cemetery. Any and all donations are greatly appreciated. Also, please 

note that the Sally L. Tompkins OCR Chapter is a non-profit organization; 

therefore, contributions are tax-deductible. 



Our next meeting will be Monday, September 8th (see specific details in Upcoming 

Events later in this newsletter).  We hope to see you all there. 

We are actively taking applications for membership to the Sally L. Tompkins OCR 

Chapter and if you or anyone you know would like to join, please contact one of 

our members for information. We’d love to have you all. Men, woman and children 

are all encouraged to join and you do not need to have confederate heritage, just 

share our LOVE FOR THE SOUTH and for honoring our fallen ancestors. 

Submitted by: Cathy Hendricks 

And More Pictures … 
 

 Cathy Hendricks and Karen 

Cooper at Nelson County Memorial Ceremony 
 

 Sally L. 

Tompkins OCR members and Va Flaggers at Nelson County Memorial Ceremony 
 



 

  Cathy Hendricks, Teresa Wells and Alice 
Williams at Nelson County Memorial Ceremony 
 
 

  Deby Cash, Judy Pierce, 

Teresa Wells, Alice Williams, and Frannie Kellison at National SCV / OCR Reunion 

Announcements and Miscellaneous Information 
 

THE VIRGINIA FLAGGERS’ THIRD ANNIVERSARY FAMILY PICNIC AND 

CELEBRATION  

When: Sunday, September 28  

Where: Mechanicsville Moose Lodge, 7167 Flag Ln, Mechanicsville, VA 

23111  

Time: 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm (Supper at 6:00, Auction at 7:00)  

The Virginia Flaggers will celebrate our third anniversary, and the ONE YEAR 

anniversary of the raising of the first I-95 flag in Chester, with a family picnic and 

auction at the picnic pavilion of the Mechanicsville Moose Lodge.  

The fun starts at 3:00 pm, with live music, games for the kids, and time for fun 

and fellowship. Supper will be served at 6:00, followed by a live auction at 7:00, 
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with the opportunity to bid on the first 10 x 15 Confederate Battle Flag that flew at 

the First Memorial Battle Flag site, among many other valuable items.  

The Va Flaggers will provide BBQ and all the fixings, soft drinks, iced tea, and 

lemonade. Guests and attendees are asked to bring side dishes/desserts of their 

choosing to share.  

Whether you are a core Flagger, one of our many supporters, one who is 

interested in learning more about the Va Flaggers, or simply would like the chance 

to bid on some beautiful Confederate items, you are welcome to join us, as we 

look back at our first three years...and share our vision and plans for the future.  

Gifts of items for the auctions and/or raffle accepted through September 21st.  

RSVP: info@vaflaggers.com  

Upcoming Events 

 

September 3rd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Richard 

Stewart, Founder, Pocahontas Island Black History Museum 

September 8th – Sally L. Tompkins OCR Camp 2 Meeting, 

Dinner 6pm, Meeting 7pm, Giuseppe’s Pizza, 7022 Boydton 

Plank Road, Petersburg 23803 

September 11th through 14th – Thunder in the Valley, 

Cavalry ride and reenactment of McCausland’s Resistance 

and Hunter’s 1864 Virginia Raid. Cameron Farm on Oak Hill 

located at the Virginia Horse Center, 487 Maury River Road, 

Lexington. Cost - $10/adult, children free. For a schedule of 

events, see http://events.lexingtonvirginia.com/events or 

call Lexington & Rockbridge Tourism Office, 877-453-9822 

September 20th - 11th Annual Richard “Dick” Poplar Day, 

Memorial Hill, Blandford Cemetery, Petersburg, 11:30am.  

See http://www.craterroad.com/richardpoplar.html  

September 27-28th – 150th Anniversary of the Battle of 

New Market, 8750 Willis Church Road, located between 

Darbytown Road and Route 5/New Market Road. Admission 

and parking are free. For more information, call 652-3409. 

September 28th – VA Flaggers’ Third Anniversary Picnic, 

3pm-8pm. Live music, good food, great fellowship, silent and 

live auctions. Donations for silent/live auction are greatly 

appreciated. Contact Susan Hathaway or Grayson Jennings 

to arrange those. (see picnic/auction details above) 

October 1st - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Becky 

Cumins, National Park Service – Fredericksburg 

October 11th – Adopt a Highway Cleanup Project, 8am, 

Route 156 and Catlin Road (please bring gloves and rakes) 

November 5th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Ms. C.L. 

Gray, Editor, The Stainless Banner Publishing Company 

Wishing all our Camp members and friends a safe and happy Labor Day Holiday! 
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