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“Our country demands 
all our strengths, all 

our energies. To resist 
the powerful 

combination now 
forming against us will 
require every man at 

his place.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

“All that the South 
has ever desired was 

that the Union as 
established by our 

forefathers should be 
preserved and that 
the government as 

originally organized 
should be 

administered in purity 
and truth.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

What a wonderful turnout we had at our July meeting. Thank you all for coming 

out for such an important meeting as we voted on the by-laws and the sale of the 

camp trailer. Thanks to all who participated in the writing of the unanimously 

approved by-laws – and especially Walter Smith for ensuring they were properly 

written. The sale of the trailer was also unanimously approved but we will delay 

the sale until our August meeting. By that time we will have received all the sealed 

bids, which will let us unbiasedly decide who will get the trailer.  

Thank you to our own Bo Traywick for his speech on his book Empire of the Owls. 

I encourage you all to get a copy from him. Mr. Traywick also was featured in the 

latest Confederate Veterans magazine, with an article about NRA membership.  

We also appreciate Rocky Angone’s presentation about Wreathes Across America. 

We will decide as a camp if this is something we would like to pursue as a 

fundraiser. 

Many thanks to Patrick Seay for securing a section of 360 in Mechanicsville for the 

Adopt a Highway program which our Camp will be sponsoring. We had a great 

turn-out at Nelson Baptist Church for the headstone and iron cross dedication for 

Jeffrey Newton's GG-Grandfather. Thanks to all who attended and for the great job 

Joe Wright did in leading the Color Guard for the ceremony. Many thanks also to 

Jeffrey for his and his church's wonderful hospitality, and for the wonderful meal 

after the ceremony. 

As you may have heard by now, The Lee Chapel at Washington & Lee University in 

Lexington has been added to the list of desecrations in our homeland. There is 

planning currently going on to address this flag removal situation and how to best 

get them restored to their rightful place of valor with General Lee. See the article 

and pictures later in this newsletter related to the rally held Saturday, July 26th in 

Lexington. Stay tuned as further information develops on this newsworthy 

situation. 



If you bring the 
Confederate leaders 

to trial it will condemn 

the North, for by the 
Constitution secession 

is not rebellion.” 

Chief Justice Salmon 
P. Chase, July 1867 

 

 

 

 

 

“Instead of friends, I 

see in Washington 
only mortal enemies. 

Instead of loving the 
old flag of the stars 

and stripes, I see in it 
only the symbol of 
murder, plunder, 
oppression, and 

shame.” 

Rose O’Neal Greenhow, 
Confederate Spy 

 
 

In closing, I'd like to thank everyone for being a part of our Fire-Eaters Camp and 

for all our success during this time of transition. We hope to see as many of you as 

possible at our August 6th meeting and please bring a family member or friend 

with you!   

With you in the Cause, 
 

Jimmy Creech 
 

It was my pleasure to represent our Camp at the 119th Annual Reunion of the SCV 

in North Charleston, SC on July 16-19th. The mornings were filled with business 

meetings and vendor visitation. In the afternoons, there were tours and dinners 

and on the last night, the Grand Banquet and Debutante Ball. 

Meeting topics discussed included recruiting, education, communication, and 

retaining current members. Committees gave reports and Oakwood Restoration 

Committee Chairmen Lee Hart and Brag Bowling are continuing to implement 

improvements at the cemetery. The refurbishment of the stone cemetery entrance 

has been approved and construction will begin soon. 

This was an election year for national leadership. The newly elected Commander-

in-Chief is Charles Kelly Barrow, Lieutenant CIC is Thomas V. Strain, Jr., Army of 

Northern Virginia Commander is Randy Burbage, and ANV Councilman is Ronnie 

Roach. 

Several amendments to the Constitution were voted on. Other issues discussed 

included the Museum of the Confederacy, Washington & Lee University, and the 

placement of historical markers for Dr. Rufus Weaver. (Dr. Weaver brought many 

Confederate dead back from Gettysburg for burial in local cemeteries.) 

The 2015 National Reunion will be held at the Double Tree Koger Conference 

Center in South Richmond July 15-19th. As they were in Charleston, meetings will 

be held in the mornings, tours in the afternoon, and history talks, theatrical plays 

and the Grand Ball in the evenings. 

 

Scott Williams, a Geographic Information Systems Analyst with Chesterfield 

County Environmental Engineering, will be speaking on the Bermuda Hundred 

Campaign at the August 6th meeting. We hope you can join us! 
 

Fred Merridew 

  
Charlie Creech presents minutes while Jimmy Creech listens at July Camp Meeting 



Adjutant’s Report 
 

Effective with this issue of the newsletter, minutes from Camp meetings will be 

provided as a separate attachment to the newsletter email. 

And More Pictures … 

 Fred Merridew participates as Camps 
present their colors at 119th Annual Reunion 
 

 
Elmwood Cemetery Marker Memorial Service, July 26th 

 



  Lexington Rally for the Restoration of 
Confederate Flags at the Lee Chapel, Washington & Lee University, July 26th  
 

 

  Robert E. Lee in Repose, W&L Lee 
Chapel 
 

 

  Nelson County Grave Marking Color Guard 



Announcements and Miscellaneous Information 
 

Desecration of Robert E. Lee's Grave and Memorial Rally and Forum in 

Lexington, Virginia Saturday July 26th.  

Recently Washington & Lee University President Ken Ruscio announced the 

university would remove the eight regimental Confederate Battleflags surrounding 

the famed recumbent statue of Robert E. Lee in Lee Chapel. The statue chamber 

and the Lee family crypt were built onto Lee Chapel as the site chosen for the 

Robert E. Lee Memorial using private donations raised for the purpose. As such the 

university accepted the responsibility to ensure that Lee's burial place would be 

given the proper respect it deserves and it did so for well over one hundred years.  

Sadly, the once proud Southern school has become infiltrated more and more with 

radical ideology and the academics running the school no longer share the same 

values as Robert E. Lee. Instead many overtly and openly proclaim disdain for 

him. When Lee's character was recently attacked, the school offered no response 

and instead has caved to the demands of a small group of students who 

want Lee and everything he stood for repudiated.  

For now they have won their fight to remove these flags, but they or others like 

them will continue their crusade with revolutionary fever to destroy Lee's image in 

its entirety. The current president, the successor to Robert E. Lee, has now 

become the nation’s most notorious grave robber. These radical students 

undoubtedly dream of the day that sledge hammers will be taken to Lee's 

recumbent statue just as the mob in Iraq recently did to the grave of the famed 

Prophet Jonah.  

How should decent people react to the cowardly violation of the memorial for an 

American Icon?   Are we so ignorant to believe that people cannot understand why 

Confederate flags would be at a deceased general's or veteran's grave? Why has 

this happened and what can be done about it? For one, the Stonewall Brigade 

Camp 1296 put together an event where these issues were addressed.  

This event was held on July 26 at an open community meeting to be held at the 

Holiday Inn Express on N. Lee Highway featuring Dr. Marshall DeRosa, Professor of 

Political Science at Florida Atlantic University. He presented "The Heroical Robert 

E. Lee: Under Attack by the Useful Idiots of the Ruling Class." Following Dr. 

DeRosa's presentation, attendees were invited to express their concerns and to 

offer ideas and solutions to the matter.  

In addition, a Flag Vigil / Rally was held against this cowardly act in downtown 

Lexington throughout the day. Almost 200 individuals concerned about this issue 

attended and brought their flags and signs in hand to protest what we consider no 

less than grave robbery as defined under law by the current president 

of Washington & Lee.  

We ask that everyone remember that although we have the right to be angry at 

this situation, we should all conduct ourselves in a manner that would not further 

embarrass the memory of Robert E. Lee. We do not need to stoop down to the 

level of those who started this travesty.  

What else can you do? Write, call, and email the university using the contact 

information listed below. If you know any W&L alumni or donors, let us know who 

they are so we can encourage them to contact the school and consider withholding 
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further support. Finally, consider contributing to the various heritage defense 

funds for this purpose. Thank you! 

Contact Information: 

President:  Dr. Kenneth Ruscio, Washington and Lee University, 204 

West Washington Street Lexington, VA 24450. (540) 458-8700 president@wlu.edu 

Provost: Dr. Daniel Wubah, Washington and Lee University, Washington Hall 214, 

Lexington, VA 24450. (540) 458-8418 dwubah@wlu.edu 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

Secretary of the University: James D. Farrar, Jr. Washington & Lee University, 

203 Washington Hall, Lexington, VA 24450. (540) 458-8465 jdfarrar@wlu.edu 

Executive Assistant to the Board of Trustees: Katherine Brinkley, Washington & 

Lee University, 202 Washington Hall, Lexington, VA 24450. (540) 458-8417 

kbrinkley@wlu.edu 

Upcoming Events 

 

August 1st & 2nd – Sesquicentennial Celebration of The 

Crater, Petersburg 

August 6th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Scott Williams on    

The Bermuda Hundred Campaign 

August 23rd – Re-dedication of the Hanover County 

Confederate Monument, Hanover County Courthouse, 2pm 

September 3rd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Richard 

Stewart, Founder, Pocahontas Island Black History Museum 

September 11th through 14th – Thunder in the Valley, 

Lexington. 

September 28th – VA Flaggers’ Third Anniversary Picnic, 

3pm-8pm. Live music, good food, great fellowship, silent and 

live auctions. Donations for silent/live auction are greatly 

appreciated. Contact Susan Hathaway or Grayson Jennings 

to arrange those. More details to follow – stay tuned! 

Here are additional, generic camp email addresses: 
 
Commander@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

1stLtCommander@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Adjutant@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

JudgeAdvocate@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

SargentAtArms@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Chaplain@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Historian@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Surgeon@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

MatronofHonor@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Webmaster@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 
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