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“I cannot trust a man 
to control others who 

cannot control himself.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I like whiskey. I 
always did, and that is 

why I never drink.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Greetings Compatriots, 

What a great September meeting we had! It was so good to see so many like-

minded, wonderful southern descendants of the Greatest Generation of Men and 

Women ever to live in our Country, and I thank you all for coming out! 

Hats off to our speaker, Richard Stewart, for a great speech and frank comments 

that are so needed in the politically correct environment we live in today. It was 

good to hear the hard questions that were asked in the meeting and it is obvious 

that we, as Fire-Eaters, will stay our course in what we do every day to honor our 

ancestors. Only we can lead ourselves and set a standard for doing so! 

We are such a busy Camp with lots going on and committees which are very 

active. It’s good to see all who continue to set the bar high and do all you can do. 

I’m sure each of your Ancestors are looking down upon you with pride as you 

honor them in each of your talented, God-given ways. 

As we prepare for our October meeting, let’s remember that nominations will be 

accepted for officers for the next 2-year period. Everyone should have a copy of 

each officer’s responsibilities. Please make sure that whoever is nominated is 

willing and has the time to devote to doing the job. We certainly want to maintain 

the standard we are trying to achieve in doing all we can for our ancestors’ 

memory! 

I hope all that were able to attend Thunder in the Valley weekend in Lexington 

were pleased, as it seemed to be a huge success. We hope to see everyone that is 

able to make it at The Third Annual Flagger Picnic on Sept.28th, as it is always a 

great time for fellowship and good food. This year will include a Confederate 

Auction. Also, if anyone has time to come and help man our camp booth at the 

Virginia State Fair on Sept.29th, we appreciate your contribution to the fun and 

fellowship we’ll have with lots of folks that helps promote our Camp and Cause. 



“The education of a 
man is never 

completed until he 

dies.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Never take counsel of 
your fears.” 

J.E.B. Stuart 

 
 

We hope to see you all at our next meeting on October 1st and I look forward to 

personally greeting each of you as we are sure to have another wonderful 

meeting! 

By your side in the Cause, 
 

Jimmy Creech 
 

Thanks to Barry Isenhour, we are currently signed up for Wreaths Across America. 

This is an ongoing fundraiser for our Camp. More information will be forthcoming. 

The Camp is currently reorganizing the Color Guard to present the colors at grave, 

Iron cross and Monument ceremonies, plus parades. For more information, please 

contact varebel@embarqmail.com. 

The featured speaker for the October meeting will be Rebecca Cumins. Rebecca is 

a 20-year historian with the National Park Service at the Manassas, Fredericksburg 

and Wilderness NPS sites. Her presentation will be on the wounding and death of 

Stonewall Jackson. We hope as many of you can make this meeting as possible. 

 

Fred Merridew 

  September 
Speaker, Mr. Richard Stewart 

Adjutant’s Report 
 

There were 42 in attendance at September's Camp meeting. It is very important 

that everyone takes the time to check off their name on the attendance roster or, 

if a guest, sign in as you enter. During the meeting votes may be taken and we 

need to have confirmation that there was a quorum present.        

Joe Wright has officially been transferred to our camp and Cathy Hendricks has 

been added as a Friend of the SCV (and will be receiving her certificate at the 

October meeting). This brings our camp total to 53 members, 9 associate 

members, 5 Friends of the Camp, and 2 cadets.           

We are working on collecting dues for membership renewals. I’ve received dues 

payments for 28 members so far, which leaves 24 remaining – a little less than 

50% to go.  If dues are not paid by November 1st, a member is considered 

delinquent and will need to pay an extra $5 to be reinstated. 

mailto:varebel@embarqmail.com


In October, Camp members will be making nominations for officers to be elected 

in November.  The current Commander and 1st Lt. Commander were already 

officers, but I was appointed interim adjutant until elections could be held. There 

were two main duties I saw needing to be accomplished. First was the daily 

operation of the adjutant's office to continue running as smoothly as possible. The 

second was to gather and organize the Camp’s files in such a way that an elected 

Adjutant could easily find records and there be a system in place showing how the 

records should be kept. This duty is now completed.   

Although I have been both Adjutant and Treasurer, our bylaws separate these two 

positions. Article 8, Section 4, lists the Adjutant's duties; Article 8, Section 5, lists 

the Treasurer's duties. Between now and the election, I’m creating a handbook for 

both Adjutant and Treasurer to serve as a guide for these positions. I also am 

available to answer any questions that arise. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Charlie Creech 

Virginia Flaggers 
 

On the third anniversary of the founding of our organization, the Va Flaggers are 

pleased to announce the completion of our third Interstate Memorial Battle Flag 

project.  Last month, a 9x12 Army of Tennessee pattern Confederate Battle Flag 

was quietly hoisted up a 45’ pole, high on a hill, on a parcel of land adjacent to 

north bound Interstate 295, near Cold Harbor.  Raised just days after the 100th 

Anniversary of the dedication of the Hanover County Confederate Monument, she 

will fly as a living, breathing reminder of the courage and sacrifice of our 

Confederate Veterans.  This memorial was made possible through the diligence of 

several Va Flaggers, the continued and generous support from folks across the 

U.S., and the dogged determination of one 15 year old boy to honor his 

Confederate ancestors, several of whom fought in battles in Hanover County. 

Submitted by: Susan Hathaway 
 

 

And More Pictures … 
 
 



 Jimmy and 

Charlie Creech at Hanover Memorial, August 23rd 

 Jimmy Creech 
presents Joe Howard with supplemental ancestor certificate 

 

 August 30th marker 

cleaning at Oakwood, Jim Tingle and Brandon White 
 



 

September - National Preparedness Month 
 

Preparedness is a year round activity. However, September is the month for 

recognizing national preparedness. The overall goal is to engage the public to make 

preparedness a part of their daily lives and just not for one single month. National 

Preparedness Month (NPM) is geared towards building awareness and encouraging 

Americans to take steps to prepare for emergencies in their homes, schools, 

organizations, businesses, and places of worship. NPM is managed and sponsored 

by FEMA’s Ready Campaign. 

Some disasters strike without warning. Have you thought about the supplies that 

you will need the most? They will be the hardest to come by. Take this list home 

with you and start making your kit. 

Submitted by: Marvin Stalnaker, Camp Surgeon 

 

EMERGENCY SUPPLIES LIST 
 3-Day supply of non-perishable 

food (dried fruit, canned tuna fish, 
peanut butter, etc.) 

 Manual can opener 

 Paper plates, plastic cups, and 
utensils, paper towels 

 Moist towelettes, garbage bags and 
plastic ties for personal sanitation 

 Water – at least one gallon per 
person, per day for drinking and 
hygiene 

 First aid kit 

 Prescription medication and glasses 

 Sleeping bag or warm blanket for 
everyone in your family 

 Change of clothes to last at least 3 
days, including sturdy shoes and 
rainwear; consider the weather 
where you live 

 Matches in a waterproof container 

 Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap and 
other personal items 

 Feminine hygiene supplies 

 Fire extinguisher 

 Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 

 Dust mask, and plastic sheeting and 
duct tape to help filter potentially 
contaminated air 

 Battery powered or hand cranked 
radio and extra batteries 

 Flashlights and extra batteries 

 Cell phone with charger, extra 
battery and solar charger 

 Whistle to signal for help 

 Household chlorine bleach and 
medicine dropper (when diluted 
nine parts water to one part bleach, 
bleach can be used as a 
disinfectant. Or, in an emergency, 
you can use it to treat water by 
using 16 drops of regular household 
liquid bleach per gallon of water.  
Do not use scented, color safe, or 
bleaches with added cleaners.) 

 Local maps 

 Cash or traveler’s checks 

 Emergency reference material such 
as first aid book or information 
from www.ready.gov 

 Important family documents such 
as copies of insurance policies, ID, 
and bank records in a waterproof, 
portable container 

 Pet supplies 

 Infant formula and diapers 

 Paper and pencil 

 Books, games, or puzzles (let your 
kids pick these out themselves) 

 Your child’s favorite stuffed animal 
or security blanket 

 Pet food and extra water for your 
pet 

 

Don’t forget to think about infants, 
elderly, pets, or family members 
with special needs! 

 

http://www.ready.gov/
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Announcements and Miscellaneous Information 
 

THE VIRGINIA FLAGGERS’ THIRD ANNIVERSARY FAMILY PICNIC  

When: Sunday, September 28  

Where: Mechanicsville Moose Lodge, 7167 Flag Ln, Mechanicsville, VA 23111  

Time: 3:00 pm – 8:00 pm (Supper at 6:00, Auction at 7:00)  

The Virginia Flaggers will celebrate our third anniversary, and the ONE YEAR 

anniversary of the raising of the first I-95 flag in Chester, with a family picnic and 

auction at the picnic pavilion of the Mechanicsville Moose Lodge.  

The fun starts at 3:00 pm, with live music, games for the kids, and time for fun 

and fellowship. Supper will be served at 6:00, followed by a live auction at 7:00, 

with the opportunity to bid on the first 10 x 15 Confederate Battle Flag that flew at 

the First Memorial Battle Flag site, among many other valuable items.  

BBQ and all the fixings, soft drinks, iced tea, and lemonade will be provided. 

Guests are asked to bring side dishes/desserts of their choosing to share.  

Whether you are a core Flagger, one of our many supporters, one who is 

interested in learning more about the Va Flaggers, or simply would like the chance 

to bid on some beautiful Confederate items, you are welcome to join us, as we 

look back at our first three years...and share our vision and plans for the future.  

RSVP: info@vaflaggers.com  

Upcoming Events 

 

September 27-28th – 150th Anniversary of the Battle of 

New Market, 8750 Willis Church Road, located between 

Darbytown Road and Route 5/New Market Road. Admission 

and parking are free. For more information, call 652-3409. 

September 28th – VA Flaggers’ Third Anniversary Picnic, 

3pm-8pm. Live music, good food, great fellowship, silent and 

live auctions. Donations for silent/live auction are greatly 

appreciated. Contact Susan Hathaway or Grayson Jennings 

to arrange those. (see picnic/auction details above) 

September 29th – Virginia State Fair, 10am–9pm, Edmund 

Ruffin Fire-Eaters will man the Virginia Division SCV booth 

for information dissemination and recruitment opportunities 

October 1st - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Becky 

Cumins, National Park Service – Fredericksburg 

October 11th – Adopt a Highway Cleanup Project, 8am, 

Route 156 and Catlin Road (please bring gloves and rakes) 

October 13th – OCR Monthly Meeting, 6pm dinner, 7pm 

meeting. New location: I Don’t Know Sports Grille, 1920 

West Hundred Rd., Chester, 23836 

November 5th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Ms. C.L. 

Gray, Editor, The Stainless Banner Publishing Company 
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