
September 2014 Minutes 

 

 

The September 3, 2014 meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 was called to 

order at 7:05 pm by Commander Jimmy Creech in the conference room at the Bass Pro Shop 

with 42 members and guests in attendance. 

 

Jimmy welcomed a number of guests who were visiting for the evening. Chaplain Barry 

Isenhour led the Invocation and lighted the Memory Candle in honor of Confederate Veterans. 

Jimmy then led the Camp in the salute to the Virginia flag and the Flag of the Confederate 

States of America.  

 

Fred Merridew, 1st Lieutenant Commander, presented the Charge to the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans. Jimmy reported that Compatriot Bill Holmes had had a heart attack, but was in 

attendance at the meeting. Jimmy then asked for the Adjutant Report and the September 

Camp Minutes, which were read by the Interim Adjutant, Charlie Creech. The Treasurer’s 

report was read by Chaperon Karen Cooper. 

 

Fred reported that The Friends of Shockoe Cemetery were going to be giving lessons on how 

to properly care for gravestones. The Camp voted to pay the expense for the lessons so that 

Jim Tingle and Brandon White could attend. He went on to inform the camp of the upcoming 

ceremony in Petersburg for Dick Poplar day on September 20th. Volunteers are also needed on 

Monday, September 29th for the SCV booth at the State Fair from 10 am to 9 pm.   

 

The Commander then asked for and received the following Committee reports: 

 

Color Guard Committee- Joe Wright reported that guidelines have been written and 

individuals can sign up to be a part of the color guard. The next event scheduled is the 

Mechanicsville Christmas parade. 

 

Cemetery Committee- Jim Tingle reported that 44 markers have been reset at Oakwood, 

and Jimmy Creech cleaned the Edmund Ruffin Cemetery. 

 

Heritage Defense Committee- Tripp Lewis encouraged flagging Washington & Lee during 

the September 11-14 weekend while the Thunder in the Valley program would be taking 

place. He also reported that McSweeny was looking into the MOC merger. He praised the 

quick response in cleaning up the Jeb Stuart Monument after it was defaced. He informed 

the camp of radar penetrating scans taking place at Oakwood Cemetery proving where 

and how bodies were buried, and plans for sending a letter to Commander-in-Chief Kelly 

Barrow about the Oakwood Cemetery situation. He is still writing letters to proactively 

prepare for those who might attempt to change the Lee-Davis High School name. 

 

Judge Advocate- Walter Smith reported that language had been composed clarifying 

membership requirements.   

 

Susan Hathaway, leader of the Va Flaggers, reported that September 5th marked their 3 

year anniversary. She went on to report the Flaggers would have a booth at the Thunder 

in the Valley program and another flag has been raised near I-295 at the Powhite Farm. 

 

Cathy Hendricks, newly elected secretary of the Sally L Tompkins Order of the Confederate 

Rose, reported that the OCR had voted on new officers at their last meeting. In addition to 

herself being elected secretary, Frannie Kellison was elected President, Teresa Wells was 

elected Vice President, and Alice Williams was elected Treasurer.  She invited camp 

members to their next meeting and reported on items they had for sale at the camp.  



 

Judy Smith, Maid of Honor and Camp Web Master, reported that she will put anything sent 

to her on the Websites, and has magnetic car signs for order. 

 

Patrick Seay reported on the Adopt a Highway Program and informed the camp Saturday, 

October 11th starting at 8 am will be the next clean-up day. 

 

Next, Jimmy presented a Supplemental Certificate to Joe Howard and a Friend of the SCV 

Certificate to Theresa Wilson. 

 

Under Old Business, Jimmy reported on items for sale in the back.  He also spoke on the camp 

needing to see if funding existed to continue the Scholarship fund. He also reported on a flag 

at Walnut Grove Cemetery. 

 

Under New Business, Jimmy reported that nominations would be taken for officers at the 

October meeting for the election that will be held in November. He invited everyone to the 

flagger picnic on September 28th. He mentioned the camp had to start thinking about where to 

have the camp Christmas party, and that sometime in January or February the camp should 

plan an Oakwood cleanup day. He went on to encourage attendance at the OCR meetings the 

second Monday of every month.  

 

Jimmy then introduced the speaker for the evening, Richard Stewart, the founder of 

Pocahontas Island Black History Museum. Mr. Stewart gave what many thought to be one of 

the best presentations of a black man's perspective on the war.  

 

After the speaker’s presentation, Karen Cooper reminded the camp about purchasing name 

badges. Ashleigh Moody clarified Dick Poplar day was a gathering not an event.  

 

Jimmy asked 3rd Brigade Commander of the Texas Division, Calvin Allen, to pull the 50/50 

ticket and Joe Howard won.                                                          

  

After the drawing for the door prize, the Chaplain gave the closing benediction and Susan 

Hathaway led in the singing of Dixie prior to adjournment, at 8:46pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Charlie Creech 

Interim Adjutant/Treasurer 

Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp # 3000 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


