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“Let danger never turn 
you aside from the 

pursuit of honor or the 
service to your country 
… Know that death is 

inevitable and the fame 
of virtue is immortal.” 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

“Let us go home and 
cultivate our virtues.” 

Robert E. Lee, 
addressing his 

soldiers at 

Appomattox  

The S.C.V. Charge 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

It was indeed good to see such great attendance at our June meeting and we 

really appreciate everyone’s support and interest in the Camp, especially as we 

continue in our time of transition. I hope many of you were able to make it to one 

or more of the memorial events put on this past month. 

By now, all Camp members should have received a draft of our proposed By-Laws 

by email. I encourage everyone to review them well before the meeting. If there is 

anything you feel needs to be added or changed, please send your comments to 

Walter Smith, our Judge Advocate. He will compile all suggestions and we will 

discuss them before our vote at the July 2nd meeting. (If there are numerous last 

minute suggestions, we may need to postpone the vote until August.) 

Thank everyone who have stepped up to be on committees and to help move our 

camp in a positive, forward direction. At this point, we have two compatriots who 

are willing to be on the fundraising committee but still need someone to act as 

chairman. If anyone has experience in this area and enjoys doing fundraising 

projects, please let us know. The type and effectiveness of our fundraising efforts 

directly affects how many things the camp can participate in as future endeavors.  

Hopefully, everyone can bring a family member or friend to the next and future 

camp meetings who may be interested in what we do and perhaps become 

potential members. As we continue to grow, we encourage new and different 

talents and ideas that can help our camp as we fulfill our Charge and honor our 

Heroes of the Old South! 

 

Jimmy Creech 
 

I’d like to thank Frank Yates for coming out and speaking to our Camp at the June 

meeting. We are compiling names of potential speakers and reaching out to those 

who we feel our members would enjoy hearing. On July 2nd, Bo Traywick will be 



“The Northern 
onslaught upon 

slavery was no more 

than a piece of 
specious humbug 

designed to conceal 

its desire for economic 
control of the 

Southern states.” 

Charles Dickens, 1862 

 

 

 

 

 

“The flags of the 

Confederate States of 
America were very 
important and a 

matter of great pride 
to those citizens living 

in the Confederacy. 
They are also a 

matter of great pride 
for their descendants 

as part of their 
heritage and history” 

Winston Churchill 

 
 

speaking on “I am only a One Sermon Preacher” and Scott Williams, a Geographic 

Information Systems Analyst with Chesterfield County Environmental Engineering, will be 

speaking on the Bermuda Hundred Campaign at the August 6th meeting. 

 

Fred Merridew 

  Guest speaker, Frank 
Yates, speaks about his Confederate ancestor, Capt. W. T. Owen, at the June 2014 Camp meeting 

Adjutant’s Report 
 

Effective with this issue of the newsletter, minutes from Camp meetings will be 
provided as a separate attachment to the newsletter email. 

And More Pictures … 
 

 Lee Davis High School Senior, 
Carter Mooney, reads his award winning essay for the annual Edmund Ruffin $1,500 Scholarship 

 

  Camp member Jim Tingle places the Camp wreath at 
the Confederate Memorial Headstone Dedication at Hollywood Cemetery on May 31, 2014 

 



  Commander Jimmy Creech inducts new 
members Bobby Estes and Tim Parsons, with assistance from Chaplain, Barry Isenhour 
 

  Camp member Brandon White cleans a grave marker at Hollywood 
Cemetery 
 

  Camp member Jim Tingle displays the Fire Eaters Camp Flag at 
the Jefferson F. Davis Memorial Service, Hollywood Cemetery, on June 7, 2014 
 

  Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 Flag 



Announcements and Miscellaneous Information 
 

The Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters SCV Camp #3000 is proud to announce the 

appointment of Compatriot Norwood "Tripp" Lewis as Chairman of the camp's 

Heritage Defense Committee. If any camp members are interested in serving on 

this vital committee, please contact Commander Jimmy Creech. Tripp brings a 

wealth of experience to this effort, and a determination to live the SCV Charge, as 

it was given by Lt. Gen. Stephen Dill Lee. 

Thank you, Compatriot Lewis, for accepting this challenge and agreeing to lead the 

Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 in this important work. 

Submitted by: Commander Jimmy Creech 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Virginia Flaggers are pleased to announce the raising of the 2nd I-95 Memorial 

Battle Flag in the Commonwealth. A 20’ x 30’ Army of Tennessee version of the 

Confederate Battle Flag was raised Saturday, May 31st, on an 82’ pole in Stafford 

County, just north of Fredericksburg, in a small, private ceremony that included a 

Confederate Color Guard, Rifle Salute, Invocations, and historical presentations. 

The flag will fly in honor of all Confederate soldiers, and specifically to remember 

the nearly 246,000 Confederate soldiers who fought in separate battles in the 

vicinity of Fredericksburg (1862), Chancellorsville (1863), Spotsylvania (1864), 

and the Wilderness (1864). 

As always, the Virginia Flaggers appreciate the support of the Edmund Ruffin Fire-

Eaters, Camp#3000, and look forward to working together on future projects. 

Submitted by: Grayson Jennings and Susan Hathaway 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Facebook/Website Committee 
 

Our website is up at http://EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org. There you will find links 

to the Camp's Facebook Page (http://Facebook.com/EdmundRuffinFireEaters), 

Blog, and YouTube channel. 

Videos have been posted to the YouTube channel of presentations by John Henry 

Taylor – “Sons of Confederate Veterans: Who We Are, What We Do, and Why” (May) 

and Frank A Yates – “Captain Henry Owens, 8th Virginia Infantry” (June) 

Jefferson Davis Memorial Service 

Jim Tingle presented a wreath on behalf of the camp at the annual Jefferson F. 

Davis Memorial Service at Hollywood Cemetery on Saturday, June 7, 2014. 

Ms. Theresa Wilson kindly crafted a new wreath for the camp. 

Submitted by: Judy Smith 

P.S. Any camp member(s) interested in assisting with photos for the camp would 

be greatly appreciated. I am looking for someone that can fill in for me when I am 

out of town or there are multiple events that the camp is involved on a single day. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

See attached PDF file with the SCV Camp Surgeon Report for June 2014 
 

http://edmundruffinfireeaters.org/
http://facebook.com/EdmundRuffinFireEaters


 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

Camp Officers: 

Jimmy Creech 

Commander 

jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Charlie Creech 

Adjutant/Treasurer 

creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Barry Isenhour 

Chaplain 

foutzited@hotmail.com 

Brandon White 

Sargeant at Arms  

brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 

Judge Advocate 

john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker 

Surgeon 

mnstalnaker@verizon.net 

Judy P. Smith 

Matron of Honor 

judy@crossedbrushstudio.com 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

July 2nd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Bo Traywick on    

“I am only a One Sermon Preacher” (an update presentation 

on the book Empire of the Owls) 

August 6th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Bass 

Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Scott Williams on    

The Bermuda Hundred Campaign 

 
Confederate Soldier's Monument Rededication 
 

The Hanover County Sesquicentennial Committee will re-dedicate the Confederate 

Soldier's Monument on August 23, 2014 - almost 100 years to the date of its 

original dedication on August 27, 1914. The program is being developed, but the 

event will be at 2:00 PM at the monument. As it stands, the Capt. Wm. Latané 

Camp #1690 SCV Color Guard will do the honors. 

 

And finally, a little humor … 
 

One day, a very genteel Southern lady was driving across a high bridge in 

Georgia.  

As she neared the top of the bridge, she noticed a young man fixin’ to 

jump. ("fixin’ to" in the South, means getting ready to) 

 She stopped her car, rolled down the window and said, "Please don't jump! Think 

of your dear mother and father." 

He replied, "My mom and dad are both dead; I'm going to jump." 

She said, "Well, think of your sweet wife and precious children." 

He replied, "I'm not married, and I don't have any kids." 

She said, "Well, then you just sing Dixie." 

He replied, ''What's Dixie?'' 

She replied, “Well, bless your heart, you just go ahead and jump, you little Yankee 

Bastard, you’re holding up traffic!” 

Submitted by: John Henry Taylor 

 
Here are additional, generic camp email addresses: 

 
Commander@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

1stLtCommander@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Adjutant@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

JudgeAdvocate@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

SargentAtArms@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Chaplain@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Historian@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Surgeon@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

MatronofHonor@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Webmaster@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 
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