
 
Camp Newsletter 

OCTOBER 26, 2014 VOLUME 2, NUMBER 6 

 

“The patriot volunteer, 
fighting for country and 
his rights, makes the 

most reliable soldier on 
earth.” 

General Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“My men have 
sometimes failed to 

take a position, but to 
defend one, never!” 

General Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson 

 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Greetings Compatriots, 

WOW, another great Fire Eater meeting! Thanks to all of you who continue to 

make Fire Eater meetings what our ancestors would be proud to see taking place 

in their glorious memory. 

Now that our nominations for officers are behind us, we look forward to next 

month’s meeting where we will hold our first election since the Camp realignment. 

After November 5th, all Officers leading the Fire Eaters will be those the Camp 

itself has duly elected into office. 

Our thanks go out to Mrs. Rebecca Cumins for a great speech on Stonewall 

Jackson this month. I hope you all enjoyed it as much as I did! 

Next month, we will have Ms. Cassy L. Gray speaking at our camp and the topic 

for the evening will be Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson. She is a Historian of 

the Armies of Northern Va. and the Editor-in-Chief of The Stainless Banner. She 

has traveled and spoken extensively throughout the South and has written and/or 

edited six books on The War to prevent Southern Independence. She is certain to 

deliver a great talk that I’m sure you won’t want to miss! 

Our Camp mourns the loss of our own Trey Tate, and we appreciate all who were 

able to come to his funeral and support his family. We ask that you continue to lift 

them up with prayer in this most difficult time. 

As Trey was most certainly a Fire Eater and was so very proud of his heritage - as 

we all are and should be, he would certainly want us to continue the struggle we 

are in, even in the face of overwhelming odds. As our ancestors lived the Charge 



“Always mystify, 
mislead and surprise 

the enemy if 

possible.” 

General Thomas 

“Stonewall” Jackson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I am more afraid of 

alcohol than all the 
bullets of the enemy 

.” 

General Thomas 
“Stonewall” Jackson 

 
 

as Sons of Confederate Veterans; this, my fellow Compatriots, is exactly what we 

shall do! 

Deo Vindice, 

Jimmy Creech 
 

The Fire Eaters, Wreaths Across America and the City of Richmond have signed off 

on this program. Rocky Angone’s presentation about Wreaths Across America at 

the July meeting explained the program and its benefits to the Camp. At the 

August meeting, the Camp decided to participate. Now, three months later, 

everything is in place. We are ready to accept wreath sponsorships at multiple 

levels – Individual, $15; Family, $75; or Corporate, $150. Already, several of our 

members have donated at the Corporate level. 

The Wreaths Across America mission, “Remember, Honor and Teach” is the same 

basic mission as ours. This is carried out in part by coordinating wreath laying 

ceremonies on Saturday, December 13th - at Oakwood, as well as Veterans’ 

cemeteries in all 50 states and beyond. These events are possible because 

thousands of volunteers organize local ceremonies, raise funds to sponsor 

wreaths, and participate in the events. They receive no government funding. 

For every $15 sponsorship, the Camp receives $5 and 1 wreath. On December 

13th, we will place all the wreaths at Oakwood Cemetery in the Confederate 

Section. Please use Location ID VAOWCR on all sponsorship forms online or mailed 

in. Without this ID number, the sponsorship is routed to the general fund and 

Oakwood does not receive the wreath. The deadline for this year’s contributions is 

November 30th. Any sponsorships received after that date will be rolled over for 

2015. Remember, all donations to Wreaths Across America and/or the Edmund 

Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000 are tax deductible. 

 

Fred Merridew 

  
October guest speaker, Rebecca Cumins, gives presentation on the wounding and 
death of Stonewall Jackson 



 

OCR-Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter #2 Report  

The Captain Sally L. Tompkins Order of Confederate Rose Chapter #2 has had a 

busy couple of months.  We are gearing up for the State SCV Convention and the 

National SCV/OCR Convention, the latter of which is being held in Richmond, VA in 

2015.  We are responsible for all the preparations and looking forward to making it 

a great convention. 

We are still actively accepting donations for our Tombstone Project and asking 

anyone who is interested in helping with this project to please contact one of our 

members or you can donate to our GOFUNDME Account.  We have many more 

headstones to purchase and place in Hollywood Cemetery and any and all help is 

greatly appreciated.  

A great time was had at the Va Flaggers Picnic this year. As always, we felt like 

family among so many of our Southern brothers and sisters. We were able to set 

up a table to sell our OCR merchandise and want to thank the Va Flaggers for their 

continued support of our organization. Judy Smith (a sister Rose) took some 

wonderful pictures and we are thankful to have such talent within our group. 

Cathy Hendricks, our chapter Secretary, received her certificate for being a “Friend 

of the SCV” at this month’s Fire Eater’s Meeting. Congratulations Cathy!   

We are happy to announce the Virginia Society of the OCR now has a couple new 

officers. Our new State President is our very own, Teresa P. Wells, and the new 

State Treasurer is the one and only Debra C. Cash - both members of the Sally L. 

Tompkins OCR.  Congratulations ladies, we are extremely proud of both of you. 

Our group was able to donate to the Va Flaggers as well as to our sponsoring 

Edmund Ruffin Fire Eater’s SCV Camp.  It’s our hope that we can continue to 

support these groups to forward the colors and honor our ancestors.  Thanks to all 

of you for your continued support of our group as well. 

Our October 13, 2014 meeting was a huge success.  Our new meeting place, 

River’s Bend Grill, seemed to be a hit.  We had the privilege of swearing in our 

new Rose Buds, Thorns and Roses.  David Hoque, a very talented artist, graciously 

donated a beautiful print to Susan Hathaway of the Va Flaggers to auction as a 

fundraiser.  Thanks David!  It’s wonderful to see so many working together.  We 

encourage everyone who is interested in our groups and in learning what we do to 

attend a meeting or call one of our members for information.  We’d love to talk 

with you about our cause.   

Upcoming Events and Important Dates:  

On November 1, 2014 at 4:00pm, Mr. David Wright, who is a great friend and 

supporter of our OCR Chapter, is having a dedication service for over 60 

gravestones that have been placed in the Ettrick Cemetery.  We ask all that are 

able to attend this dedication service.  The cemetery is located on the corner of 

Main and Jackson Streets in downtown Ettrick, VA.   

December 6, 2014 is our Annual OCR Christmas party, which will be held at the 

home of Willie and Teresa Wells.  Put this on your calendar folks, a good time is 

sure to be had by all! 

 

Submitted by: Cathy Hendricks 
 



And More Pictures … 
 

  Jimmy Creech 

and Tripp Lewis show Commonwealth of Virginia Flag that was flown over Manassas 
Battle field during the Centennial 
 

  Commander Jimmy 
Creech, new member Charles Martin and Chaplain Barry Isenhour 
 

   
Adopt a Highway Project participants 
 



 

  
VA Flaggers Picnic 
 

   
OCR Induction, New Thorns 
 

  Dedication and 

Memorial Service Honoring Mattie Clyburn Rice, a real daughter of the Confederacy 



 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

Camp Officers: 

Jimmy Creech 

Commander 

jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Charlie Creech 

Adjutant/Treasurer 

creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Barry Isenhour 

Chaplain 

foutzited@hotmail.com 

Brandon White 

Sargeant at Arms  

brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 

Judge Advocate 

john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker 

Surgeon 

mnstalnaker@verizon.net 

Judy P. Smith 

Matron of Honor 

judy@crossedbrushstudio.com 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

October 31st – Deadline for SCV Camp Dues!!! 

November 1st – Shockoe Hill Cemetery Confederate 

headstone dedication, 2pm. Brandon White is participating 

with a Tennessee Color Guard and Jim Tingle will be laying 

the Camp wreath. 

November 1st – The newly established Confederate 

Memorial Square and flag pole at Ettrick Cemetery will be 

dedicated at 4pm. The square memorializes 95 Confederate 

soldiers from seven states buried in unmarked graves. 

November 5th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Ms. C.L. 

Gray, Editor, The Stainless Banner Publishing Company, a 

full-service press dedicated to the preservation of Southern 

history and heritage. 

November 10th – Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter #2 

OCR Meeting, 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting. Location – River’s 

Bend Grill, 13283 Rivers Bend Blvd., Chester, VA 23836. 

December 3rd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Agenda to be announced at 

November meeting and in November newsletter. 

December 6th – The Order of Confederate Rose is hosting 

our Christmas Party. It will be held at the home of Willie and 

Teresa Wells, 19844 Templeton Rd., Carson, VA 23830. 

December 7th – Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, 2pm. 

We will form up at 1 p.m. at the Mechanicsville Recreation 

Center 8183 Elm Drive. 

December 8th – Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter #2 OCR 

Meeting, 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting. Location – River’s Bend 

Grill, 13283 Rivers Bend Blvd., Chester, VA 23836. 

December 13th – Wreaths will be laid at Oakwood Cemetery 

in conjunction with the Wreaths Across America program. 

January 7th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Jerry Baxley 

  
Site of November 1st Dedication, Ettrick Cemetery 
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