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"To me it seems that 

our overthrow is the 

worst thing that could 

have happened for 

the South- the worst 

thing that could have 

happened for the 

North, and for the 

cause of constitutional 

freedom and of 

religion on this 

continent. But the 

Lord hath prepared 

his throne in the 

heavens and his 

kingdom ruleth      

over all..." 

 

  Rev. Dr. Moses 

Drury Hoge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Greetings Compatriots, 

Now that we’ve elected officers of the camp, we will be installing everyone in their 

respective offices at the December 3rd meeting. At the November meeting we had 

52 in attendance. As we continue to trend just over the capacity of the Bass Pro 

Conference room we presently use - and I thank you all for your continued support 

in bringing family and friends to attend - we will likely be voting on December 3rd 

to try the first of 2 potential new venues for our meetings. 

One of these is Debbie’s Kitchen on Mountain Road (Route 33), off 295, and the 

other is Anna’s in Mechanicsville, across from Lee Davis High School. Both have 

100 person capacity and they don’t close until 10pm, which will help us 

tremendously. 

Please be sure to get your orders in for Wreaths Across America (WAA) as soon as 

possible as we get close to the 11/25 deadline to order.  Also, if you have anything 

to donate at the December 3rd meeting for the Fire Eater auction, be sure to bring 

it with you. Thank you for any and all contributions as we continue our fundraising 

efforts! 

We picked up the bird houses on Friday, November 14, so if you know anyone 

wanting one or more, let us know before they are all gone. We will make another 

trip for more as soon as we run out of the first 50. They are quality built and the 

cost is $20.00 per birdhouse. 

It was my great privilege and honor on Tuesday November 11th, Veterans Day, to 

get the OK from the Virginia War Memorial, to lay our Camp Wreath in memory of 

our Confederate Ancestors. Our very own Yankee-born and bred Governor, who 

refuses to make April Confederate History Month in Virginia, had to stand there 

silently as I walked straight at him as the name of our camp and our organization 

was announced with the Camp Wreath in my hand. This may be the only way 



“The question of 
slavery had long been 
assigned to its proper 

position. Virginia has 
prohibited the 

bringing of slaves as 
far back as Thomas 

Jefferson, and in 
reality, no one in the 

South would have 
raised an arm to fight 
for slavery. It was an 
evil that we inherited, 
and that we wanted to 

get rid of, in a way 
that would be just to 

the Negroes and just 
to ourselves." 

 
Moses Jacob Ezekiel 

 

 

 

 

“The principle for 
which we contend is 
bound to reassert it’s 
self, though it may be 
at another time and in 

another form” 

President Jefferson 
Davis 

 

 

 
 

known at the moment to be sure he hears and sees that there are Virginians in the 

Commonwealth who will always remember our ancestors who answered the call of 

Governor Lector to rise up and defend Virginia from the invading Yankees. We will 

be encouraging every Camp and Southern Association there is to join me on every 

occasion at the Virginia War Memorial to be sure our Governor hears and sees us 

as we continue to “Live and Honor the Charge.” I also got approval to attend 

future events in Confederate uniform, which will send an even stronger message 

to the Governor … i.e., to sign THE Proclamation to again make April Confederate 

History Month in Virginia. 

I want to thank all Fire Eaters and anyone else who has continued to show up at 

the VMFA and Lexington, and that went to Danville. These individuals contribute 

their time and effort in leading by example what it means to defend the honor of 

our ancestors’ good names and continuously, week by week, “live the Charge” that 

we have all vowed to do. We can hope and pray, with the recent victory in 

Danville, that others will see what good comes from such efforts. I continue to 

look forward to standing personally with all that come out and are in the public 

eye, with flag in hand, and continue to educate those that do not know the true 

history of the South! 

Standing with you in the Cause, 

Jimmy Creech 
 

On Sunday, December 7th, the ERFE Color Guard will march in the Mechanicsville 

Christmas Parade, All are welcome to join the parade and walk with the Camp. We 

will have people giving out candy and carrying our banner. Our Camp has been 

placed in Parade Division 7, Position #92. Parking for personal vehicles is at the 

recreation center on Elm Street and our staging area is located at the intersection 

of Mechanicsville Pike and Hanover Green Drive. Staging time is 1pm and step off 

is approximately 2pm. The Virginia Flaggers are in Position #90, Latane SCV Camp 

#91, ERFE #92, Dragoons SCV Camp #93, and other camps will follow. For 

additional information concerning the parade, check online at 

www.mechanicsvillerotary.org. 

December 13th is the date we will be placing approximately 40 wreaths that 

individuals and organizations have sponsored through the Wreaths Across America 

program. This will take place at Oakwood Cemetery, 3101 Nine Mile Road, 

Richmond. Drive through the cemetery to the Confederate Section or enter from 

Oakwood Avenue entrance. We are hoping to have a brief ceremony at noon. 

Wreaths Across America will be an ongoing, year-round initiative for our Camp. If 

you were not able to sponsor a wreath this year, please consider doing so in the 

future. 

The Fire Eaters gratefully accept the invitation of the Captain Sally L. Thompkins 

Order of Confederate Rose Chapter 2 to participate in its annual “Christmas of the 

Old South” celebration. This year, the party be held at Teresa and Willie Wells’ 

home, 19844 Templeton Road, Carson, VA 23830 at 6pm. The OCR will provide 

the meat, non-alcoholic beverages and set ups. They ask attendees to bring a 

covered dish or dessert, and an “adult” beverage if so desired. We hope to see as 

many of you there as possible. Let us never forget the Christmases our brave 

Confederate Soldiers endured, fighting for our Freedom!  

 

Fred Merridew 

http://www.mechanicsvillerotary.org/


  November 

guest speaker, Ms. Cassy L. Gray, gives presentation on the character of Generals 
Lee and Jackson 

 

November Camp Meeting Minutes 
 

The November 5, 2014 meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 

was called to order at 7:01 p.m. by Commander Jimmy Creech in the conference 

room at the Bass Pro Shop with 51 members and guests in attendance. 

The Commander welcomed a number of guests who were visiting with us for the 

evening.  

Chaplain Barry Isenhour led the Invocation and lighted the Memory Candle in 

special memory of any unknown soldiers in our own families. 

Commander Creech led the Camp in the salute to the Virginia flag and the flag of 

the Confederate States of America.  

1st Lieutenant Fred Merridew presented the Charge to the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans.  

The Commander asked the Chaplain to report on the Sick and Distressed; there 

were none known. The Commander then asked for the Reports, which were given 

as follow: 

The Adjutant and Treasurer report was read. The reading of the minutes was 

dispensed with; they can be found on the camp's web page. 

The 1st Lt. Commander reported on two fund raising projects - the ongoing 

Wreaths Across America and a proposed one to start selling blue bird boxes. The 

Commander called for a vote on buying 50 bird boxes and 20 members voted yea 

and the motion was passed. 

Committee reports: 

Color Guard – Compatriot Joe Wright reported on participation for the December 7 

Christmas Parade, January 17 Lee-Jackson Day in Lexington, and January 19 at 

Brandy  Station.   

Cemetery - Compatriot Jim Tingle reported on a missing flag at Oakwood 

Cemetery; ongoing phase 2 search for missing confederate graves; and 18 

markers of soldiers that don't list their service.  



Heritage Defense – Compatriot “Tripp” Lewis reported on the Danville City Council 

voting to not vote to remove the flag from the Danville Museum of Fine Arts and 

History.   

Virginia Flaggers – FOSCV Susan Hathaway reported on UDC & SCV encouraging 

people to become members of the DMFAH so they can influence the museum's 

future direction.  What happens here can translate to the VMFA.  December 16 & 

17 they will have a presence at RIR during the Gun Show and December 19 they 

will have a presentation at the War Memorial in which all veterans are invited to 

participate.  

FOSCV Judy Smith - reported that the camp's Paypal site has been established for 

making donations, and can be set-up if you wish to make recurring donations.  If 

you want to specify what your donation goes toward, you have to notify the 

Treasurer and there is a 3% fee for each transaction.     

Adopt-A-Highway – Compatriot Patrick Seay reported on the clean-up that had 

been performed October 11; the next clean-up is scheduled for February 7. 

Order of the Confederate Rose – FOSCV Cathy Hendricks inducted three new 

members and reported on their December 6 Christmas party at Willie & Theresa 

Wells’ house. 

The Commander read to the camp and presented Compatriot Brandon White the 

Last Call Certificate for his brother Floyd Tate III. 

A vote was then taken on the officers for the upcoming year. The only challenge 

being for Chaplain. A show of hands being taken, Compatriot Joe Howard received 

2 votes and Compatriot Michael Bouganim received 14. Compatriot Bouganim 

became our new chaplain, with the new officers scheduled to be inducted at the 

December camp meeting. 

Old Business – The Commander reported on the camp items in the back of the 

room and updated developments at Walnut Grove Baptist Church.  A vote was 

taken to use the scholarship funds for Wreaths Across America, but not having 

enough votes to pass, it was decided to bring this up again at the next meeting.  

Still planning a clean-up day at Oakwood Cemetery sometime in January or 

February.   

New Business – The Commander reported on new places to hold camp meetings 

since we are growing too large to remain in the present meeting room. A change 

to Article 2 was passed overwhelmingly. At December meeting, there will be a 

silent auction. If anyone has any items to donate please do so before then. 

Reported on a fund raising possibility of selling the book, “A Southern View of the 

Invasion of the Southern States.” The Commander asked Compatriot Joe Wright to 

look into details of cost and quantity since he mentioned it to the Commander.  

Commander gave a talk on the camp's finances and spoke on his desire to invest 

funds where the resulting interest could help support the camp. A vote will be 

taken at the next meeting.  

The Commander then reported on activities since the last meeting:  

The Commander and 1st Lieutenant Commander attended a DEC meeting October 

5 and attended the October 13 Order of the Confederate Rose meeting at a new 

location. There were many inductees at the meeting.  Brandon White attended the 

November 1 Shockoe Hill Cemetery Dedication. 



The Commander introduced the speaker for the evening, Ms. Cassy L. Gray, 

editor-in-Chief of The Stainless Banner.  She spoke on the character of Generals 

Jackson and Lee. 

Afterwards the Commander asked FOSCV Karen Cooper to explain how members 

could obtain name tags. 

After the speaker’s presentation, the 50/50 ticket was pulled and Jimmy Creech 

won.                                                                

After the drawing for the door prize, the new Chaplain, Michael Bouganim, gave 

the closing benediction and Mrs. Susan Hathaway led in the singing of Dixie prior 

to adjournment.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Charlie Creech 

And More Pictures … 
 

  Jimmy Creech 

presents Camp Wreath at Virginia War Memorial Veterans’ Day Ceremony 
 

   Jimmy 
Creech displays the Colors at Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 



 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

Camp Officers: 

Jimmy Creech 

Commander 

jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Charlie Creech 

Adjutant/Treasurer 

creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Michael Bouganim 

Chaplain 

mybouganim@gmail.com 

Brandon White 

Sargeant at Arms  

brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 

Judge Advocate 

john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker 

Surgeon 

mnstalnaker@verizon.net 

Judy P. Smith 

Matron of Honor 

judy@crossedbrushstudio.com 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

December 3rd - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Agenda to be announced at 

November meeting and in November newsletter. 

December 6th – The Order of Confederate Rose is hosting 

our Christmas Party. It will be held at the home of Willie and 

Teresa Wells, 19844 Templeton Rd., Carson, VA 23830 6pm. 

December 7th – Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, 2pm. 

We will form up at 1 p.m. at the Mechanicsville Recreation 

Center 8183 Elm Drive. 

December 8th – Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter #2 OCR 

Meeting, 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting. Location – River’s Bend 

Grill, 13283 Rivers Bend Blvd., Chester, VA 23836. 

December 13th – Wreaths will be laid at Oakwood Cemetery 

in conjunction with the Wreaths Across America program. 

January 7th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Bass Pro Shop, Ashland, 7pm – Guest Speaker, Jerry Baxley 

January 12th – Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter #2 OCR 

Meeting, 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting. Location – River’s Bend 

Grill, 13283 Rivers Bend Blvd., Chester, VA 23836. 

 Willie Earl 

Wells and Fred Merridew at Shockoe Cemetery Marker Dedication Ceremony 
 
 

                   To all, a safe and peaceful Thanksgiving! 
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