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"All that the South 

has ever desired was 

that the Union as 

established by our 

forefathers should be 

preserved and that 

the government as 

originally organized 

should be 

administered in purity 

and truth." 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

I have a reputation of 
being fond of saying, 
‘No’ but I have had 

but one rule of action 

from the first and that 
was duty.” 

General J.E.B. Stuart 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Happy New Year Compatriots, 

Words cannot describe how much I appreciate all of our camp’s compatriots - your 

continued support of the camp and its activities and for filling our meetings to 

capacity every month. As 2014 comes to a close, we are nine months into our 

camps’ restructuring, and it seems as each month passes our camp gets stronger. 

We are gaining new members, our fundraising is going well, and our financial 

position is getting stronger. We are currently exploring investment strategies to 

make our money work for us to ensure our future financial strength. 

Our cemetery committees are very active and continue to find more Confederate 

graves and honor the memory of the greatest generation this country has ever 

produced! We are proactive in heritage defense and busy trying to defend our 

ancestors’ good name from the ignorance of those in power by educating others as 

to the truth of the South. The community sees the Fire-Eaters in service projects 

such as our Adopt a Highway project and our color guard in local parades and 

ceremonies. The Wreaths Across America event at Oakwood Cemetery was a 

wonderful event and our presence cleaning Confederate graves is second to none. 

The caretaking of Edmund Ruffin’s burial site is greatly appreciated by his 

ancestors. 

We are fortunate and grateful to have the OCR with us now as we move forward 

even stronger with their support and assistance. Our various media outlets for 

communications are undoubtedly the best in the Confederation. We have a loyal 

and dedicated line of Officers that are determined to make the Fire-Eaters the 

example of what an SCV Camp should be and one that our ancestors would be 

proud of as they look down upon us from heaven above. 

Our Camp does indeed have a lot to be thankful for in this season of thanksgiving 



“The trite saying that 
honesty is the best 
policy has met with 

just criticism that 
honesty is not policy. 
The real honest man 

is honest from 

conviction of what is 
right, not from 

policy." 
 

General Robert E. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“We’ll fight them, sir, 
‘til hell freezes over, 
and then, sir, we will 

fight them on the ice.” 

A Confederate soldier 

at Gettysburg, in   
The Civil War by 

Shelby Foote 

 

 

 
 

and reflection. Let’s remember the blessings that God has bestowed on us all as 

he continues to give us the will and fortitude to strive forward in all our efforts to 

“live the charge”, while others cower from it. We can only hope and pray that as 

the Fire-Eaters continue to do great things in our community and in defense of the 

honor of the Confederate soldier, other SCV camps and the Va. Division will take 

heed and step up their efforts as well, so that the SCV can reclaim its position as 

an influential and respected organization. 

Jimmy Creech 
 

Our January speaker is Jerry Baxley. Mr. Baxley is a native Virginian, born and 

reared in Richmond. He was born into a highly political family and is a descendent 

of Thomas Jefferson through Annie Burton Ellett, his great-grandmother. He was 

educated in Virginia, attending George Wythe High School, John Tyler Community 

College and completed courses at the University of Richmond and Mendenhall 

School of Auctioneering. He held auction licenses in the states of Virginia and 

North Carolina and has since retired from the auction business. Jerry is a federal 

firearms dealer and a staunch supporter of the Second Amendment. 

His interests include shooting, racing and politics and was a founding member of 

the Southern Party. Mr. Baxley firmly believes in State’s Rights. He was formerly 

with the Republican Party of Virginia during the first and second Reagan 

campaigns and was the Courthouse District Chairman for Chesterfield County. Due 

to the self-destructive nature of the Republican Party in Virginia, Jerry left politics 

after the final Reagan campaign ended. Due to our ever-shrinking Constitutional 

rights, he decided to re-enter the world of politics. Mr. Baxley was an original 

signer of the Asheville Declaration which was signed at the launch of the Southern 

Party on August 7, 1999 in Flat Rock, North Carolina. 

Mr. Baxley is married and resides with his wife in Virginia. 
 

Fred Merridew 

  
December induction of Frank Castelvecchi and Rich Perez by Commander Jimmy 
Creech and Chaplain Michael “Boogie” Bouganim 

 

 



 

Edmund Ruffin Plantation 
 

The Edmund Ruffin Plantation, also known as Marlbourne, was built in 1823 

near Richmond, Virginia; it was not purchased by Edmund Ruffin until 1843. He 

was a planter and a pioneer in agricultural improvements; he also published an 

agricultural journal in the 1840s named the Farmer's Register. One of a group of 

intellectuals they called "the sacred circle",[4] he worked to reform agriculture in 

the South, promoting crop rotation and soil conservation, and is known as "the 

father of soil science" in the United States.[5] Ruffin experimented with agricultural 

methods and mixed marl, defined as "a friable earthy deposit consisting of clay 

and calcium carbonate, used esp. as a fertilizer for soils deficient in lime" to add to 

soils. 

He and his friends: James Henry Hammond, Nathaniel Beverly Tucker, George 

Frederick Holmes and William Gilmore Simms, were pro-slavery and promoted a 

moral reform of the South. They published numerous articles in literary and short-

lived magazines, promoting a stewardship role for masters to improve conditions 

under slavery.[6][7] 

Later Ruffin gained more attention as one of a number of secessionist fire-eaters; 

he traveled to South Carolina and is credited with firing one of the first shots 

at Fort Sumter in 1861. Despondent after General Lee's surrender in 1865, he left 

a note proclaiming his "unmitigated hatred to Yankee rule—to all political, social 

and business connections with Yankees, & to the perfidious, malignant, & vile 

Yankee race"[8] and committed suicide at Redmoor in Amelia County. 

His Marlbourne plantation was declared a National Historic Landmark in 1964.[3][9] 

 
Edmund Ruffin Estate, Hanover County 
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  Ruffin family cemetery and Ruffin grave 

And More Pictures … 
 

     
Michael “Boogie” Bouganim                          Steve Bridgers 



 

   ERFE Color Guard, 
Mechanicsville Christmas Parade 

 

    
Willie Wells at ancestor’s grave         Unknown soldiers’ markers, Mechanicsville 
 

  Presentation of the 

Colors, Wreaths Across America Ceremony, Oakwood Cemetery 



 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

Camp Officers: 

Jimmy Creech 

Commander 

jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Willie E. Wells, III 

2nd Lt. Commander 

williewellsiii@aol.com 

Charlie Creech 

Adjutant/Treasurer 

creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Michael Bouganim 

Chaplain 

mybouganim@gmail.com 

Brandon White 

Sargeant at Arms  

brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 

Judge Advocate 

john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker 

Surgeon 

mnstalnaker@verizon.net 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

January 7th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Anna’s Italian Restaurant, 7009 Mechanicsville Turnpike, 

Mechanicsville 23111; 7pm – Guest Speaker, Jerry Baxley 

January 9th – Wayne Jones will portray J.E.B. Stuart at the 

home of Teresa and Willie Earl Wells, 19844 Templeton Road, 

Carson, VA 23860, 8pm. 

January 12th – Captain Sally L. Tompkins Chapter #2 OCR 

Meeting, 6pm dinner, 7pm meeting. Location – River’s Bend 

Grill, 13283 Rivers Bend Blvd., Chester, VA 23836. 

January 17th Lee-Jackson Events in Lexington, VA:  

10:30am Wreath laying and Military Salute in Stonewall 
Jackson Memorial Cemetery at the grave site of General 
Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson.  

11:15am Lee-Jackson Day Parade through downtown 
Lexington from the Stonewall Jackson Memorial Cemetery.  
(Color Guard members to form up after ceremony) 

January 19th – Lee-Jackson Ceremony for Culpepper UDC, 

1pm, Brandy Station Volunteer Fire Department. 19601 

Church Street, Brandy Station, VA 

January 24th – Oakwood Cemetery Confederate Section 

clean-up, 10am. Please bring yard work implements. 

February 4th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Anna’s Italian Restaurant, 7009 Mechanicsville Turnpike, 

Mechanicsville 23111; 7pm – Guest Speaker, Eric Richardson 

                
 

                   To all, a Happy and Prosperous New Year! 
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