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“The Government of 
the absolute majority 

instead of the 
Government of the 
people is but the 

Government of the 
strongest interests; 

and when not 
efficiently checked, it 
is the most tyrannical 
and oppressive that 

can be devised.” 

 

John C. Calhoun 

 

 

 

 

 

“It is harder to 
preserve than to 
obtain liberty.” 

John C. Calhoun 

 

 

 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 
 

Greetings Compatriots, 

I trust everyone is off to a happy and productive New Year as 2015 promises to be 

a great year for our Camp. 

As of this writing, Karen Cooper, our own Aide De Camp, has once again stepped 

up and answered the call of the Camp to be the Editor of the Newsletter. The Fire-

Eaters want to thank her for taking on this task and we thank Gail and Fred for 

producing this for the past two years. 

I hope everyone enjoyed our trial venue at Anna’s in January as the room is 

certainly larger and the food, from the feedback I got, was much better. At our 

next meeting, we will rearrange the room so that everyone is more comfortable 

and the meeting will be viewed and heard much better. We will take another vote 

as well to see if the Camp wishes to remain at Anna’s. 

We had a tremendous weekend in Lexington with many Fire-Eaters and our Color 

Guard there, led by Joe Wright; they did a wonderful job as we marched through 

the streets of Lexington proudly displaying the flags of our ancestors. We are also 

very proud of Susan Hathaway and Grayson Jennings. They made possible the 

raising of a 50 foot Confederate flag just outside Lexington and, very soon, an 80 

foot flag on I-81. What a beautiful sight it will be to see both flying proudly, safely 

unmolested on private property. Hopefully, seeing this, along with the other flag 

raisings on I-95, all those who wish to desecrate the memory of the Confederate 

Soldier will think again. Poetic justice, at its finest!  

This is why, in our January meeting I challenged the Camp with a new initiative to 

follow the lead of the Virginia Flaggers and get a piece of land to put up a pole 

ourselves. Hopefully, this will catch on with other camps. If anyone knows 

someone with land on a major interstate or highway in Hanover County willing to 

let this become a reality, please let us know so we can start the planning stage. 



“Despair we will leave 
to the weak – ours 
will be the energy 

those who know that 
they contend for all 

that to freemen worth 

living for, is worth 
dying for.” 

Robert Barnwell Rhett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I say with Mr. 

Jefferson, give me 
disunion rather than a 

consolidated 
government. 

Robert Barnwell Rhett 

1829 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Also our Oakwood Cleanup on the 24th is this Saturday and I hope to see many in 

attendance. 

Our Adopt a Highway cleanup is scheduled for February 7th at 8:00 am for all 

those that wish to attend. We will have vests and bags. After this cleanup, we will 

have signs put up at our cleanup location that says something to the effect of: 

“The Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp #3000 SCV cleans this stretch of highway 

for Adopt a Highway Project.” This helps increase awareness of our Camp doing 

positive things in the community for all commuters in that area to see! 

We will likely take a vote at the February meeting to see if after the Adopt a 

Highway cleanup on the 7th, anyone would like to go to Hollywood Cemetery to 

perform a cleanup project there or to go back to Oakwood to assist there. 

The Fire-Eaters would like to thank Willie and Teresa Wells once again for opening 

their home so all could see Wayne and Pam Jones portray General Jeb Stuart and 

his wife, Flora. What a wonderful evening and experience it was! 

At our next meeting, with all the extra room we have at our new venue, please 

bring a family member, friend or acquaintance or re-invite someone you’ve 

brought before. I look forward to personally greeting and meeting you all at our 

February 4th meeting. 

Standing with You in Living the Charge, 

Jimmy Creech 
 
 

Our January speaker, Jerry Baxley, was informative, thought provoking and some 

attendees thought controversial. This surely explains the level and variety of 

response we received. 

Our February guest speaker is Eric John Richardson. Eric was born in Roanoke. He 

graduated with a B.A. in History from the College of William and Mary and an M.A. 

in History from North Carolina Central University. Eric pursued a Study Abroad 

program with the Cherokee Nation under UNC-Chapel Hill. He has lectured 

extensively on ethnicity and the American Civil War, gender and race in 

Confederate pension legislation, as well as the rise and impact of Jim Crow; 

initially in the South and its subsequent impact on Northern race relations. He 

conceived, proposed and arranged a compensated graduate internship program 

between the Museum of the Confederacy and North Carolina Central University 

while a student there and served as the program's initial Supervising Intern. 

While focusing on conflicts in our own country, Eric also has researched 

extensively on the First and Second World Wars in order to develop his own 

theories on the evolution of strategy, tactics and industrial production in the 

modern nation-state. Additionally, he spends his free time walking American 

battlefields in order to gain a greater appreciation of the terrain and its impact 

upon military maneuvers from the 17th through the 19th Centuries.  

Our guest speaker for March will be Doug Crenshaw, author of "Fort Harrison and 

the Battle of Chaffin's Farm." 

 

Fred Merridew 

 



  
January Guest Speaker Jerry Baxley 

 

 
Reports from Committees and Support 

 
Adjutant, Charlie Creech – We had 50 in attendance at our last camp meeting. 26 

members were present, representing 52% of our membership. We now have 63 

members, 13 who are delinquent on their renewals, and 8 associate members, two 

of which we are still waiting for them to renew their membership. 

Webmaster Judy Parsons – The Fire-Eaters website has undergone a major 

makeover and I would encourage all to stop by and view the new changes. 

http://edmundruffinfireeaters.org/ 

 

Chaplain, Michael Bouganim – Please keep Susan’s Mom, Willie and Teresa’s Dad 

and our associate member John Henry Taylor in your prayers. And Michael Gorski 

and good friend of mine is having a kidney transplant so if you don’t mind say a 

prayer for him also.   

Virginia Flaggers, Susan Hathaway – Flagging for the rest of the month is as 

scheduled January 29th 2pm – 6pm. 

 

OCR, Frannie Kellison - The Sally Tompkins chapter has started phase 2 on the 

Tombstones for Hollywood Cemetery. We have $10.00 donation tickets for a 

portrait of Mosby (see below). It was drawn by an SCV member David Hoque. He 

has done this before for us and with the huge success he offered to do it again. All 

members have the donation tickets or you can email me if you wish to purchase a 

ticket.  

The drawing for the portrait will be April 13. 2015. You do not need to be present 

for the drawing. You will be notified by a phone call. If you are out of state we will 

ship the portrait to you. 

 

 

http://edmundruffinfireeaters.org/


 Portrait of General Mosby 

 

And More Pictures … 
 

 Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters march in the Lee-Jackson Day parade in Lexington 
 
 

 



ERFE Color Guard, in front of Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson statue at Virginia Military 
Institute in Lexington 
 

 Joe Wright, ERFE Color Guard 
Commander 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 

January 24th – Oakwood Cemetery Clean Up 8am-3pm 

Please bring any kind of landscaping equipment that you 

have. Here you will find more information about this event 

http://edmundruffinfireeaters.org/oc-clean-up/ 

February 4th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, 

Anna’s Italian Restaurant, 7009 Mechanicsville Turnpike, 

Mechanicsville 23111; 7pm – Guest Speaker, Eric Richardson 

February 7th – Adopt a Highway Cleanup Day, Route 156 

(Cold Harbor Road) @ Catlin Road, Mechanicsville; 8am 

(Please bring gloves, as this can be a messy project!)  

February 8th – Co-ed baby shower for Cathy Hendricks 

daughter in-law. Please bring a covered dish and more 

information about it can be seen here.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/382502885251398/?ref_d

ashboard_filter=upcoming It will be held at Wells’ home, 

119844 Templeton Rd Carson, VA 23830 

March 4th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Anna’s 

Italian Restaurant, 7009 Mechanicsville Turnpike, 

Mechanicsville 23111; 7pm – Guest Speaker, Doug Crenshaw 

 

 

    Brandon White displays the colors at VMI 
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