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S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
e given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots, 

The warmer spring weather is certainly a welcome change from the bitter 
cold winter we experienced this year, and has us geared up for an active 
April being Confederate history month. There is always much to do in 
cemeteries close to where you live that needs sprucing up from the winter, 
in private small cemeteries to large public ones. We can all try to locate one 
with Confederate soldiers buried in if not already done and adopt it and 
keep it cleaned up whether it’s cutting grass or raking leaves and cleaning 
stones and putting fresh Flags on them so all can see that pass by that we will 
not forget their memory and sacrifice they gave to try in achieve Southern 
Independence from the Tyrannical Government that they were forced to live 
under during their lives.

There are many opportunities coming in the next few months to participate 
in a variety of ceremonies so let’s all come out and support the efforts if you’re 
available in Honoring our Confederate Ancestors.

I hope all are enjoying our venue at Annas now that the Camp has voted to 
stay here. With the Good food and much more room and extra hour to work 
with for the meeting its a great opportunity to invite your entire family out 
for a family night out or your friends and neighbors or co workers. You never 
know how much someone may embrace what we are all about until they 
come with an invitation from you to experience it all. They may have more 
to offer the camp than you will ever know if we just ask them come out. So 
let’s take advantage of this large venue we have and do all we can to fill it up 
each month so our meetings can get bigger and better with more input and 
participation from everyone every month.

I look forward meeting and Greeting all our members and guest at our next 
meeting on May 6th as we all strive together to make the Fire-eaters the best 
and strongest Camp in the Confederation!!

Standing with You in Living the Charge,

Jimmy Creech
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March Meeting
Compatriots, 

I hope everyone enjoyed the entertaining presentation by Jeff Toalson on “Voices 
of our Southern Ancestors” at the April meeting. The explanation of the flags he 
displayed certainly helped clarify the reason for the diverse designs and number 
of banners used by the Confederacy. Next month, John Pelletier will be our 
guest speaker. The title of Mr. Pelletier’s program is “Confederate Surgeons and 
Medical Departments During the War Between the States.” John will be dressed 
in a Confederate Surgeon’s uniform and will speak about middle 19th century 
medicine and how the Confederate Medical Department dealt with sick and 
wounded soldiers from the field surgeons through evacuation to the general 
hospitals and some surgical techniques.

Mr. Pelletier is a Past Commander of the Norfolk County Grays Camp # 1549. 
John’s ancestor is R. W. Pelletier, Hospital Steward, Hampton’s Legion. He has 
been researching and providing programs and living history presentations 
of 19th century medicine for 14 years, apprenticed to Dr. Adrian Wheat, is a 
retired Army Surgeon and one of the prominent authorities on the War of 1861 
medicines. John is a member of the Society of Civil War Surgeons, The National 
Museum of Civil War Medicine, Civil War Preservation Trust, and the Civil 
War Heritage Foundation. He has provided programs and living histories for 
the National Park Service at Chimborazo, Tredegar, Yorktown (19th Century 
Nelson House Confederate Hospital), Manassas, Ellwood Manor (where General 
Jackson’s arm is buried), and Gettysburg. 

Our guest speaker for the June meeting will be Ross Kimmel, author of “I Am 
Busy Drawing Pictures.” This presentation will show a soldier’s view of Point 
Lookout, a Yankee POW prison in Maryland.

I look forward to seeing everyone at our May 6th meeting. Please bring a friend 
and keep our Camp growing.

Fred Merridew 

Many groups adopted distinct battle flags due to the confusion of the First National Flag 
which, when furled, looked like the United States Flag.  The Van Dorn pattern battle flag 
was carried by The Army of the West under the command of Gen. Earl Van Dorn and was 
issued to units in 1862; 
June through September 
1862 are the generally 
accepted issue dates, 
but the flag may have 
been used as early as 
March 1862. It featured 
thirteen white stars and 
a crescent moon on a 
red field.  Available in 
durable cotton only. 
This is one of many 
shown by our guest 
speaker Jeff Toalson.

Current Membership:

51 Members
  8 Associate Members
  6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
327 likes.
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

Chaplain Report

It is with great sadness 
that we inform you of the 
passing  of Compatriot 
Frank Castelvecchi’s  
brother, Bobby. A 
memorial service is 
planned for 4 p.m. 
Saturday,  April 18,2015, 
at the Fife Company 
4 Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue, 2397 Hadensville-
Fife Rd., Goochland , Va. 
Please see link below for 
more information or refer 
to the Richmond Times 
Dispatch for the complete 
Obituary. The Edmund 
Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp 
is planning on making a 
contribution to the Fife 
Company Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue.

Condolences to Frank and 
the Castelvecchi family.



Michael “Boogie” Bouganim at Blanford 
Cemetery honoring ancestor who was 

killed at the Battle of Five Folks.

Charles Martin

Fire Eaters In Action

“...... nothing is now 
needed to render our 
triumph certain but 
the exhibition of our 
own unquenchable 
resolve. Let us but will 
it, and we are free: and 
who, in the light of the 
past, dare doubt your 
purpose in the future?”

- President Davis

“There is nothing left 
for me to do but to go 
and see General Grant 
and I would rather die a 
thousand deaths.” 

-General Robert E. Lee, 
Said before the surrender 
at Appomattox, 9 April

Editorial April 8, 2015 
Richmond Times-Dispatch

Why Lincoln Really Launched the War
Recently, Edward Ayers was quoted in 
your newspaper as saying the War of 1861 
to 1865 was “about slavery in 1860, but it 
was differently about slavery in 1865.” He 
quotes from Lincoln’s Second Inaugural 
when Lincoln said it was “somehow” about 
slavery. The only thing we have not heard 
is exactly how the war was about slavery. 
Lincoln didn’t answer that fundamental 
question, nor did Ayers.
The best we ever get is something like, 
“Well, just look at the ordinances of 
secession. They had slavery written all over 
them.” So? Does that mean slavery caused 
the Civil War? Or does that mean secession 
caused the war? The ordinances of secession 
were declarations of independence, not 
declarations of war. Methinks the court 
historians protest too much.
Lincoln said the South would rend the 
Union even to the point of war to expand 
slavery, while the U.S. government only 
wished to restrict it. But Lincoln was a 
lawyer arguing a case, not an oracle of truth. 
Not only did the Southern states willfully 
give up the possibility of expanding slavery 
into the U.S. territories with their acts of 
secession, by their secession, slavery was 
largely removed from the United States 
altogether — and without a drop of blood 
being shed. Presto. Problem solved for the 
shining city upon a hill. Lincoln should 
have been ecstatic. But he was not. Why?
Because if the South left the Union, the 
North would lose its largest source of 
tariff income, its source of cotton for its 
mills, a large portion of its markets for it 
manufactured products and its control 
of the mouth of the Mississippi River. So 
Lincoln launched his war of conquest and 
liberation and court historians have been 
dragging red herrings over it ever since.

H. V. Traywick Jr., Richmond.A.P. Hill Memorial Ceremony 
A.P. Hill Drive, Dinwiddie, VA
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Camp OffiCers

Grayson Jennings
Flagging at the VMFA

Scenes from Appomattox
Fred Merridew & Jim Tingle attended 

some of the events in Appomattox.

Compatriots Jim Tingle & Brandon White assisted in a 
cemetery cleanup held at East End Cemetery (next to 
Oakwood Cemetery). It is sad that a cemetery has fallen 
into such disrepair.



The Virginia Flagger Report:

Color Guard 
We have some upcoming events.  Please add these to your calendar.
• May 16 at 10 AM, we have been invited to participate in the Confederate 

Heritage and History Day at the Historic 1917 Courthouse Green, 10011 
Ironbridge Road, Chesterfield, VA.  There is plenty of parking in the 
rear of the complex.  The event flyer is at the end of the newsletter.  The 
link below gives more information: http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/
HistoricSites/1917Courthouse.html

• June 21, 2015 at 10:00 AM- Hollywood Grave marker dedication for Pvt. 
G. W. Carter, Co. C. 42nd Va. Infantry from Buckingham Co. Va. Presiding 
will be Nancy Faxon, President of the Elliott Grays Chapter, UDC.  Family 
Representative, Susan Stinson, will be attending.

Reports from Committees and Support

Saturday morning, March 28th, in a small, private ceremony, the Va Flaggers 
raised a 20’ x 30’ battle flag on an 80’ pole on private land on Interstate I-81/I-64 
just north/east of Lexington, Virginia..
 …To the Glory of God and in memory and 
honor of our gallant Confederate heroes. 

The world shall yet decide 
In truth’s clear far-off light 

That the soldiers who wore the grey  
and died with Lee 
Were in the right.”

She will fly proudly as a living, breathing 
memorial to our Confederate dead, and a beautiful tribute to our gallant 
ancestors.  But, in the face of constant attacks by those who worship ignorance, 
historical revisionism, and political correctness, and at a time when the town of 
Lexington seems determined to completely ignore the sacrifice of Robert E. Lee 
and Stonewall Jackson, she will also be a visible reminder to all who see her that 
there are still many of us with Confederate blood coursing through our veins, 
who refuse to allow the ignorance and prejudice of others to force us to relinquish 
our birthright.
The Lexington Jackson Farm Memorial Battle Flag is the fourth roadside 
memorial battle flag erected in Virginia by the Va Flaggers since September 
of 2013, and part of an ongoing project to promote Confederate history and 
heritage, and honor Confederate Veterans in the Commonwealth. This project, 
and numerous other heritage defense efforts, are made possible through the 
generosity of supporters from across America and beyond.
Many thanks to the members of the ANV/MC who came out to the flag raising, 
assisted with the ceremony, and flagged Washington & Lee University afterwards. 
God bless you all!

Susan Hathaway, Va Flaggers

March 28, 2015

Flag raising by the VA 
Flaggers on private land 
on Interstate I-81/I-64 
just north/east of 
Lexington, Virginia.



Mark Your Calendars!
There are many 150th anniversary events going on in the area over the 
next month see www.petersburgarea.org, www.appomattox150th.com and                                                                                                            
www.nps.gov/apco for directions, times, locations and information
April 26th   -  Military Marker Dedication Day, 2:00 pm, Shockoe Hill Cemetery, 
4th and Hospital Streets,  Richmond Va.
May 6th -      Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Meeting; Guest Speaker John Pelletier.
May 9th -     Confederate Memorial Day Service at Oakwood Cemetery, 
Confederate Section, Richmond , Va. Wayne Jones will be the featured speaker. 
May 16th-     Chesterfield Historical Society will present its annual Confederate 
History and Heritage program at the old Chesterfield Court House, Beach Rd. and      
Rt.10. Teresa Roane will be speaking. 

Order of  Confederate Rose Report
There is still time to get your 

tickets!!! The drawing fsor the 
Mosby portrait on May 11th at 

our OCR meeting. 

Donations are $10 a ticket, you do not 
need to be present to win. Make sure we 
have your full name, address and phone 
number so we can get in touch with you 
if you are the lucky winner!!! 

Donations can been sent by check made 
out to OCR Sally L. Tompkins #2, please 
indicate “tombstone project” in the 
memo section. Checks can be sent c/o:

Teresa Wells 
19844 Templeton Rd
Carson, VA 23830

Thank you in advance, please help us 
make this happen for our littlest Confederate Angels in Hollywood!!!

Virginia State OCR Meeting

The Virginia State OCR Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 18th at 10 am. 
Attendees are reminded to please arrive at 9:30 am for refreshments prior to the 
meeting. The meeting will begin promptly at 10:00 am. We will be discussing the 
national convention coming up in July.  

Lunch following the meeting will be at Kings BBQ in Petersburg, VA.  Following 
lunch, we will be joining the Virginia Flaggers at the VMFA to flag from 1 -5 p.
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Heritage ceremony presented by: 
The Sons of Confederate Veterans and 
United Daughters of the Confederacy. 

 
10:00 AM – 10:20 AM  
Opening Ceremonies. 
 
10:20 AM– 11:00 AM 
‘Why Confederate History is Still Relevant 
Today’. 
Ms. Teresa Roane. 
Archivist, United Daughters of the 
Confederacy. 
 
11:00 AM – 11:30 AM 
Wreath Laying and Closing Ceremonies. 
 
11:30 AM -1:00 AM 
Lunch, exhibits, museums and music. 
 
Food available for purchase. Tables provided. 
 
Free admission to museum and historic jail. 
 
Music by Virginia Folk Music Association. 
 
Heritage Ceremony  location: 
Historic 1917 Courthouse 
10011 Iron Bridge Road 
Chesterfield, VA  23832. 

History program presented by:  
Chesterfield Historical Society  
of Virginia Military History Committee 

 
1:00 PM  - 2:00 PM 
‘Bermuda Hundred Campaign Battle 
Animations’ 
Major Robert J. Forman (USA, Ret.) 
 
Followed by a battlefield tour conducted by 
Bryan Truzzie, Chesterfield County 
Department of Parks and Recreation.  
 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM 
‘Historical Preservation in Chesterfield 
County’. 
George Fickett Jr., Civil War Historian. 
 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM 
‘Lee’s Retreat in Chesterfield County’ 
Scott Williams, Chair, CHSV Military History 
Committee. 
 
Free admission to all historical lectures. 
Tour cost is $8.00, seating is limited. 
 
Presentations  and Tour start at: 
Chesterfield Historical Society of Virginia 
Historic Trinity Church 
10111 Iron Bridge Road 
Chesterfield, VA  23832. 

Phone: 804-796-7131 
http://www.chesterfieldhistory.com/ConfederateHistory.html 

Confederate 
Heritage and History Day 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 



Event parking is located in the rear of the County complex along Mimms Loop.  
Please reserve front parking lot for food trucks and vendor loading and unloading. 
Parking at Historic Trinity Church is not available. 
 
When walking between Historic 1917 Courthouse and Historic Trinity Church please follow path marked on 
this map.  

Event Parking 
Event 
Parking 

Event 
Parking 

Food Truck Parking 

Confederate 
Heritage and History Day 

Saturday, May 16, 2015 

From points south of Chesterfield County  From Interstate 95 north, take Exit 62 onto Route 288 north. 
Take the Iron Bridge Road (Route 10) exit toward Chesterfield. Continue on Route 10 for approximately 1.5 
miles. At the third stoplight, turn left onto Lori Road. Turn right onto Mimms Drive and into parking area. 
From points north of Chesterfield County  From Interstate 95 south, take Exit 62 onto Route 288 north. 
Take the Iron Bridge Road (Route 10) exit toward Chesterfield. Continue on Route 10 for approximately 1.5 
miles. At the third stoplight, turn left onto Lori Road. Turn right onto Mimms Drive and into parking area. 
From points east of Richmond Take Interstate 64 west to Interstate 95 south, then follow directions above. 
From points west of Richmond  From Interstate 64 east, take exit 175 onto Route 288 south. Continue on 
288 for approximately 26 miles. Take the Iron Bridge Road (Route 10) exit towards Chesterfield. Follow 
directions above. 


