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“I am with the South 
in life or in death, in 
victory or defeat. I 
never owned a negro 
and care nothing for 
them, but these people 
have been my friends 
and have stood up to 
me on all occasions. In 
addition to this, I 
believe the North is 
about to wage a brutal 
and unholy war on a 
people who have done 
them no wrong, in 
violation of the 
Constitution and the 
fundamental 
principles of the 
government...We 
propose no invasion of 
the North, no attack on 
them, and only ask to 
be let alone." 
 
 
Patrick R. Cleburne 
May 1861  

  

  

 

 

 

The S.C.V. Mission Statement (The “Charge”) 
 
“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of the cause 

for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate 

soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his history, the emulation of his virtues, 

the perpetuation of those principles which he loved and which you love also, and 

those ideals which made him glorious and which you also cherish. Remember, it is 

your duty to see that the true history of the South is presented to future 

generations.” 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, United Confederate Veterans, 

New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

Commanders’ Corner 

 

Greetings Compatriots, 

As we have all forwarded our clocks to Daylight Savings Time relieved that Spring 

has arrived, I'm certain we are all glad to see the end of snow and cold weather.  

It is going to be wonderful to be able to get outside again and shake off the Cabin 

Fever and do what we do best Honor our Confederate Ancestors.  

The Cleanup Day at Hollywood Cemetery went well on Saturday, as we got a lot 

done and it was certainly good to see so many come out and help.  I thank you all 

for the giving of your time and energy in preserving one of the final resting places 

of the truly Greatest generation to ever live in this country. 

As of this writing the Southerland Heritage Days scheduled for March 28th and 

29th will no longer be attended by us as a Camp. 

  

Our Treasurer has sent off a total of $540.00 from your donations and the Camp 
to help fund the restoration of The Jeb Stuart Monument in Stuart's Circle in 

Richmond. I thank you all for being so generous in helping to preserve a 
monument for the Confederacy's Greatest Calvary Commander. You have set the 
bar very high, and if all the camps follow your lead as Fire-eaters, they will meet 
their financial need easily to get General Stuart fully restored to the Honor and 
Glory he so rightfully deserves. 

  

We have a lot going in the months ahead as the weather warms up so mark your 

calendars as the dates are set so we can have a strong Fire-eater presence at as 

many events you can attend. Now that the Camp has voted to stay at Anna's try 

to bring family members and friends to our next meeting, folks will want to get out 

now that the weather is getting better. Show them why you have the Pride you do 

in your Camp. Remember, this is a family organization and we are open to the 

public. We want to let everyone that has an ear to hear know The Truth of The 

South. 

I look forward to meeting and greeting each and every one of you and your guest 

at our April 1st meeting. Together, let’s fill Anna's up with Confederate friendly 

people and put that nice Big room she has to Full use!! 



“A man's natural 
rights are his own, 
against the whole 

world; and any 
infringement of them 
is equally a crime, 
whether committed by 
one man, or by 
millions; whether 

committed by one 
man, calling himself a 
robber, (or by any 
other name indicating 
his true character,) or 
by millions, calling 
themselves a 

government”. 

Lysander Spooner 
 

 
 
 
“The time for 
compromise has now 
passed, and the South 
is determined to 

maintain her position, 
and make all who 
oppose her smell 

Southern powder and 
feel Southern steel!” 
 

 
Jefferson Davis used 
these words in his 
inaugural speech on 
February 16, 1861 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Standing with You in Living the Charge, 

Jimmy Creech 
 

Our camp's March speaker was Doug Crenshaw. The maps in Mr. Crenshaw's 
presentation on Fort Harrison and the Battle of Chaffin's Farm helped us understand 
troop movements, obstacles and several reasons the Union troops overran only one 
of five forts in that immediate area - stalling in another attempt to capture Richmond. 
 
Jeff Toalson will be our speaker for the April meeting. Mr. Toalson is a native of 
Missouri and a graduate of Missouri State University, where he earned a B.S. in 
Business Management with a minor in American History. He served three years in 
the US Navy, based out of Little Creek, Virginia. Jeff served on board the USS San 
Marcos, USS Spiegel and the USS Nashville. After the service, he had a 30-year 
career in the automotive aftermarket and retired in 2008. He's been a resident of 
Williamsburg since 1986. He has also served as Commander of the James City 
Cavalry Camp SCV #2095. 
 
Jeff has published three books: "No Soap, No Pay, Diarrhea, Dysentery and 
Desertion" in 2006, "Send Me a Pair of Old Boots and Kiss My Little Girls" in 2009, 
and "Mama, I Am Yet Still Alive" in 2012. Jeff was awarded the Jefferson Davis 
Historical Gold Medal for his work on the three books and preserving the "Voices" of 
our Southern ancestors. His presentation for us will be on his book "Mama, I Am Yet 
Still Alive." He is a regular speaker at SCV Camps, UDC Chapters, Museums, 
National Parks and State Historic sites. For additional information see his website at 
www.jefftoalsoncivilwarbooks.com. 
   
The speaker for May will be John Pelletier. Mr. Pelletier's presentation will be on 
Confederate hospitals, medical practices, medicines, diseases, and treatments. 
 
I would like to thank the VA Flaggers' Susan Hathaway and Judy Smith, Robert E. 
Lee Camp #1589 member Roy Jordon, and Fire Eaters Joe Howard, Jim Tingle, 
Patrick Seay, and Jimmy Creech for a very productive morning's work at Hollywood 
Cemetery on the 14th. We picked up trash and sticks, trimmed trees and cut back 
brush in the Confederate Section and it certainly looked better. It was a gloomy 
morning, but we persevered. 
 

 

Fred Merridew 
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 February Guest Speaker Doug Crenshaw 

 

Frannie Kellison new Friend of the SCV 

 

Reports from Committees and Support 

 

Adjutant Charlie Creech – We had 46 in attendance at the March Camp 
meeting. Of the 46 in attendance 27 were members, which represented 52% of 
our membership. We have added one additional Associate Member, Eve Holder, to 

the Camp. Our camp membership and affiliation totals are 51 members, 8 



Associate members and 6 Friends of the SCV.   

Open attachments for his treasures report and the camp minutes.  

 

Webmaster Judy Parsons – Please visit our webpage 
http://edmundruffinfireeaters.org/ and Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000?ref=br_tf  regularly.  

  

 

Sick and Distressed - Compatriots, it is with great sadness that I have to inform 
you of the passing of one of the Associate members of our Camp, John Henry 
Taylor's Father in law, on Friday 3-20-15.  Mr. John Moore Freeman Sr. was a 

WWII Navy Veteran and was 93 years old at the time of his death.  He was a long 
time member of the Robert E. Lee Camp # 1589 and a member of the American 

Legion.  The family will be receiving visitors on Tuesday from 6 P.M. till 8:30 P.M. 
at the Woody Funeral Home 1020 Huguenot Road and there will be a grave side 
service at the Signal Hill Memorial Cemetery Wednesday at 11:00 A.M. Let’s all 
keep John Henry and his wife Darlene and their family in our thoughts and prayers 
during their time of sorrow.  

And More Pictures … 

 

 
 
 

 
Hollywood Cemetery Clean Up  
 

http://edmundruffinfireeaters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000?ref=br_tf


 
Another picture of our FireEaters cleaning up 
 
 
 

FireEaters at Hollywood Cememtery 

 



 
Our Sargeant at Arms Brandon White Flagging 

 
 

 
 



 

Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters 

S.C.V. Camp #3000 

Camp Officers: 

Jimmy Creech 

Commander 

jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 

1st Lt. Commander 

804.874.5336 (Cell) 

fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Willie E. Wells, III 

2nd Lt. Commander 

williewellsiii@aol.com 

Charlie Creech 

Adjutant/Treasurer 

creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Michael Bouganim 

Chaplain 

mybouganim@gmail.com 

Brandon White 

Sargeant at Arms  

brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 

Judge Advocate 

john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker 

Surgeon 

mnstalnaker@verizon.net 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

April 1st  - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Anna’s 

Italian Restaurant, 7009 Mechanicsville Turnpike, 

Mechanicsville 23111; Dinner is at 6pm, Guest Speaker, Jeff 

Toalson at 7pm 

April 2nd – A.P. Hill Memorial Ceremony at 12pm on A.P. Hill 

Drive, Dinwiddie, VA at the site of the A.P. Hill marker 

http://www.scvva.org/events/2015%20AP%20Hill%

20Ceremony.pdf 

April 13th – OCR meeting at Rivers Bend Grill 13283 Rivers 

Bend Blvd, Chester, VA 23836 come by 6pm for dinner. 

Meeting is at 7pm. 

April 17th & 18th – Virginia Division SCV Convention Colonial 
Heights, VA For registration forms and list of daily events.  
http://www.scvva.org  
 
 

April 26th – Military Marker Dedication Day, 2:00pm 
Shockoe Hill Cemetery 4th & Hospital Streets Richmond, VA 
 

May 6th - Edmund Ruffin Fire-Eaters Camp Meeting, Anna’s 

Italian Restaurant, 7009 Mechanicsville Turnpike, 

Mechanicsville 23111; Dinner is at 6pm, Guest Speaker,  

John Pelletier at 7pm 

May 9th – Confederate Memorial Day Service at Oakwood 

Cemetery, Confederate section Richmond, VA. Service starts 

at 11am, please arrive early. Wayne Jones will be the 

featured Speaker. The ERFE’s will provide the Colors for this 

event. 

May 16th – Chesterfield Historical Society will present its 

annual Confederate History Heritage Program at the 

Chesterfield Court House Beach Rd and Rt. 10 Teresa Roane 

will be speaking at 11am. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

mailto:jimmycreech@comcast.net
mailto:dsta813828@aol.com
mailto:williewellsiii@aol.com
mailto:creech.charlie@gmail.com
mailto:mybouganim@gmail.com
mailto:brandonwhite88@gmail.com
mailto:allenb@ruffin-payne.com
mailto:allenb@ruffin-payne.com
http://www.scvva.org/events/2015%20AP%20Hill%20Ceremony.pdf
http://www.scvva.org/events/2015%20AP%20Hill%20Ceremony.pdf
http://www.scvva.org/


 

 

    

 

               

 


