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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
e given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,

What a Wonderful Turnout and meeting we had for our June 3rd Camp 
meeting. It was certainly good to see a crowd that size filling up Anna’s. Let 
us get the rest of our family’s, friends and fellow Compatriots and try to get 
this many or more in our future meetings, so we can spread the good word of 
our Ancestors and there Heroic and Patriot Deeds as far and wide as Possible.

The Jefferson Davis Birthday Celebration at Hollywood Cemetery on 
Saturday June 6th ended up being a good event with The Reverend Doctor 
White as the Keynote speaker and a Great message was delivered in his own 
unique style. Jim Tingle Laid the Camp Wreath and also the VA Flaggers, 
OCR and ANVMC were laid as well. On Sunday June 7th at the Shockoe Hill 
Military Marker Dedication, Jim laid our Camp Wreath once again and the 
other three Wreaths were laid as well. The June 21st Grave Marker Dedication 
at Hollywood Cemetery Was a fine event as well and your Camp Color Guard 
was there to forward the Colors for the event.

The Annual National SCV Convention from July 15-19 is almost here, so 
be sure to get signed up if you can make it so we can have a good Fire-eater 
presence for this event.

Tracy Wright is going to get us samples of the polo shirts in every color and 
size and hats as well so all that are interested can see exactly what they will be 
getting when they order in the future.

For all Interested, on Tuesday August 4th, at the RE Lee Camp meeting at 
Dolce Vita Restaurant at 2401 Colony Crossings Place Midlothian VA at 7:00 
pm ( dinner at 6:00 optional ) Mike Pullen will be there to answer any and 
all questions pertaining to The Oakwood Restoration Committee issues that 
we all as SCV Members have a Vested interest in. Please come out to this 
meeting if at all possible to try and get these issues resolved. 

Our July 1st meeting promises to be a really Great one as our Very Own 
Susan Hathaway we be our Speaker. Let’s fill Annas to capacity and show our 
support for Susan and all the efforts she goes through every day of her life to 
Honor the Sacred Memory of Each and every one of our Ancestors.

I look forward to Personally Meeting and Greeting each and every one of you 

June 2015  Volume  2 Number 13



June Meeting
Compatriots and Friends, 

Our June meeting was very well 
attended. We had the largest crowd 
that I can remember, including 
many visitors. Our guest speakers, 
Ross Kimmel and Michael 
Musick, did a great job explaining 
the pictures and letters of J. J. 
Omenhausser from Point Lookout 
Union Prisoner of War Camp for 
Confederates. They had compiled 
information from nine libraries and 
six private collections for their book and presentation.

Susan Hathaway will be the speaker for our July 1st meeting. She is the 
founder of the Virginia Flaggers, a Friend of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans, and a member of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
and numerous other southern heritage organizations. Susan is a staunch 
defender of Southern Heritage and speaks at many events. The speaker 
for the August meeting will be William Palmer, with a presentation on the 
battle of Eltham’s Landing.

 The Camp will have a booth at the Hanover Tomato Festival on July 11th. 
We need volunteers for setup, recruiting and interacting with attendees. 
Please mark your calendar and plan on attending this day of festivities with 

and guest at our next meeting.

In light of recent developments, the Membership of the ERFC 3000 will be  
taking a formal vote on the DEC Resolution (printed on page 3 of) to Accept 
or Reject it at the July 1st Camp Meeting.  

Standing with you in the Cause,

Jimmy Creech
Mark Your Calendar

7/1/15
Fire Eaters Meeting

7/11/15 
Hanover Tomato 
Festival Booth

7/15 - 18/15
SCV REUNION 
Richmond VA

7/18/15
National OCR 
Meeting7/11/15 

Hanover Tomato 
Festival Booth



Ah ! Fearless on many a 
day for us

They stood in front of the 
fray for us

And held the foeman at 
bay for us

And tears should fall 
fore’er O’r  all who fell 
while wearing the gray 
for us

Abram J.Ryan , Poet-
Priest of the Confederacy

Tomb of the unknown 
soldier on grounds of 
Beauvoir

Current Membership:

51 Members
  8 Associate Members
  6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
471 likes. Up 105 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

Camp members, Virginia Flaggers and members of the Order of Confederate 
Rose. A few hours of your time will be greatly appreciated.

 The 120th National Reunion Sons of Confederate Veterans is being held in 
Richmond on July 14-19, 2015. This would be an excellent opportunity for 
all to attend and experience the happenings at this type of event. You will 
have a chance to personally discuss your concerns with SCV leadership as 
well as attend meetings and go on organized tours. The registration form 
and schedule of events can be found online or in the May/June 2015 edition 
of Confederate Veteran magazine. Also in the magazine are three proposed 
Constitutional Amendments and the proposed Amendments to the Standing 
Orders. Please familiarize yourself with these amendments as we will call 
for a Camp vote on them at the July meeting. Our delegate will then take the 
Camp’s decisions to place the official vote at the convention. 

Fred Merridew

Virginia Division Executive Council Resolution
Resolution

Adopted Unanimously at the June 14, 2015 Executive Council Meeting of the 
Virginia Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans in Williamsburg, Virginia

Whereas the Sons of Confederate Veterans is not affiliated with any organization, 
and

Whereas the Constitution of the Sons of Confederate Veterans in Article 3.2 
regarding Conduct requires that “Members shall at all times conduct themselves as 
gentlemen so as to bring credit and respect upon the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
and upon the memory of our Confederate forebears,” and

Whereas the Sons of Confederate Veterans is a gentlemen’s organization charged by 
our forefathers with, among other things, emulating their virtues, and

Whereas, except for Jesus Christ himself, the Son of God, no more perfect examples 
can be found than Robert E. Lee, Thomas J. Jackson, J. E. B. Stuart, et al, whose 
virtues of gentlemanly character and behavior should be emulated, now, therefore, 
be it

Resolved that on this 14th day of June 2015, the Executive Council of the Virginia 
Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans does hereby condemn the actions of all 
other organizations purporting to represent Southern History and the Confederate 
Soldier, including, but not limited to, the Virginia Flaggers and the Army of 
Northern Virginia Mechanized Cavalry, which, although they may be well 
intentioned, nevertheless serve to damage the reputation of the Sons of Confederate 
Veterans and, indeed, the Confederate Veterans themselves. We, therefore, call 
on the members of those organizations, especially those who are also members 
of the SCV, to search their hearts, humble themselves, and cease and desist from 
all false, negative, petty, rude, damaging, and dishonorable public activities and 
pronouncements.



Proposed By-Law Change
Chaplain Report

Matthew 23:13 

“But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
shut the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces. For you neither 
enter yourselves nor allow 
those who would enter to go in. 

I am in disbelief of the 
onslaught of attacks against 
a flag that stood for freedom 
for EVERYONE from the 
Despot Tyrant Lincoln, and 
his murderous military who 
willingly killed, raped, & 
burnt an entire society into 
submission.... What makes 
this worse is some Southern 
people (and you know who 
you are, some of you jealous 
ones probably reading our 
newsletter) are condemning 
the actions of those who 
want to Honor Confederate 
Veterans....Enjoy your 
demagogue power for now, 
your time is short, God will 
deal with you in time.

Shame shall hang around your 
necks like an albatross, you 
shall wear your shame in front 
of your ancestors and God, if 
you even make it to Heaven, 
lucky for you God is merciful, 
and grace, not works has saved 
those who profess Jesus as 
their Savior....

Peace be with you,  
Chaplain Boogie

From our Judge Advocate, 
We are offering up the following change to the By-Laws in order to eliminate 
the ability of past Commanders to have a vote on the Executive Committee. 
This will prevent unelected officers to have control of the committee. This 
situation could arise as we have more past Commanders than officers as we 
elect new Commanders in the upcoming years.
CHANGES in Article VII. Officers, Section 2. Remove everything after 
Treasurer; and add the words and the before Treasurer.

Fire Eaters In Action: Jefferson Davis Memorial Service

Website/Newsletter

I would like to thank everyone that for all of their submissions for the 
newsletter and our website. As as result of recent national events our 
Facebook page has seen a large increase in the number of LIKES. We 
are up over 105 since last month.
Please also keep watch on our blog for postings for events.
Remember to send me photos/notices/and information for posts to

MatronofHonor@EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org



“ Each soldier’s name shall 
shine untarnished on the 
roll of fame and stand the 
example of each distant age 
and add new lustre to the 
historical page.” 

Beauvoir Cemetery 
Monument



Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters S.C.V. 

Camp #3000 

Jimmy Creech 
Commander 
jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 
1st Lt. Commander 
804.874.5336 (Cell) 
fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Willie E. Wells, III 
2nd Lt. Commander
williewellsiii@aol.com 

Charlie Creech 
Adjutant/Treasurer 
creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Michael Bouganim 
Chaplain 
mybouganim@gmail.com 

Brandon White 
Sargeant at Arms 
brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 
Judge Advocate 
john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker
Surgeon
mnstalnaker@verizon.net

Camp OffiCers

Fire Eaters In Action: Shockoe Hill 

Compatriot Jim Tingle once again represented the Fire Eaters by laying a wreath at 
the Shockoe Hill Cemetery Marker Dedication. Also participating in the ceremony 
were Compatriots Brandon White and Michael Bouganim.

Many of our camp members were in attendance at the Jefferson Davis Memorial 
Service. Compatriot Jim Tingle once again represented the Fire Eaters by laying  our 
camp wreath. 
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Fire Eaters In Action: Marker Dedication

The Elliott Grays, Chapter 
1877, UDC and the 

ERFE Camp 3000 SCV 
Tombstone and Iron 
Cross Dedication at 

Hollywood Cemetery. 
June 21,2015



Mark Your Calendar

“After the surrender of Lee, he lost his motivation and wrote in his diary: 

“I here declare my unmitigated hatred to Yankee rule—to all political, social and business connection with 
the Yankees and to the Yankee race. Would that I could impress these sentiments, in their full force, on every 
living Southerner and bequeath them to every one yet to be born! May such sentiments be held universally 
in the outraged and down-trodden South, though in silence and stillness, until the now far-distant day shall 
arrive for just retribution for Yankee usurpation, oppression and atrocious outrages, and for deliverance and 
vengeance for the now ruined, subjugated and enslaved Southern States!

...And now with my latest writing and utterance, and with what will be near my latest breath, I here repeat 
and would willingly proclaim my unmitigated hatred to Yankee rule--to all political, social and business 
connections with Yankees, and the perfidious, malignant and vile Yankee race.” 

After the surrender of Lee, he lost his motivation and wrote in his diary: 

“I here declare my unmitigated hatred to Yankee rule—to all political, social and business connection with 
the Yankees and to the Yankee race. Would that I could impress these sentiments, in their full force, on every 
living Southerner and bequeath them to every one yet to be born! May such sentiments be held universally 
in the outraged and down-trodden South, though in silence and stillness, until the now far-distant day shall 
arrive for just retribution for Yankee usurpation, oppression and atrocious outrages, and for deliverance and 
vengeance for the now ruined, subjugated and enslaved Southern States!

...And now with my latest writing and utterance, and with what will be near my latest breath, I here repeat 
and would willingly proclaim my unmitigated hatred to Yankee rule--to all political, social and business 
connections with Yankees, and the perfidious, malignant and vile Yankee race.” 

Edmund Ruffin

If you have not already done so remember to register 
for the SCV National Reunion that is being held here 
in Richmond, VA. July 15-19, 2015. Please check the 

Confederate Veteran Magazine for registration details.


