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S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,

What a Wonderful turnout and meeting we had at our July 1st gathering. I would 
like Thank each and everyone of you that showed up and Thank Susan Hathaway 
for a Great Speech she gave as well and her determination to continue to keep up 
the Good Fight to Defend Our Ancestors Good Name.
We have turned in our Camps Resolution in response to the DEC Resolution and 
you all should have gotten it in the Special Edition of the First Shot via e-mail. I 
would like to Thank Walter Smith on behalf of the Camp for the time and energy he 
labored into drafting such a fine document for your Executive Committee to sign 
and forward on.
The Tomato Festival on July 11th was a huge success for the Camp as well as for the 
Va. Flaggers, OCR and ANVMC, despite the rain and low attendance overall, we 
stayed very busy and financially did very well. I would like to Thank all that came 
out to help set up and tear down everything and helped all through the day for this 
worthwhile event.
The Maury Flag Pole Project for the Elliot Gray Chapter of the UDC is now 
completed. We did it on Monday the 13th with the great help of Willie Wells, Jim 
Tingle and Fred Merridew. We built scaffolding to get to the top of the 25 ft. pole 
and stripped the rust from it and put 1 coat of primer and 2 coats of paint on it. 
They were very happy with the work we did as it really looks nice now and they 
Thanked us and the entire Camps support for doing this for them. Thanks so much 
to our crew for coming out that day and helping.
I also want to Thank the Camp for their quick response to the e-mail vote we 
needed to acquire more merchandise while it was available and in the window of 
opportunity we had to get it delivered before our next event. It should pay off nicely 
for the Camp as a Great Fundraiser! 
The Annual National SCV Reunion in Richmond this year has come and gone now 
and I would like to Thank all our Camp members that showed up to represent the 
Fire-eaters. I hope everyone enjoyed it and learned a lot from there experience.
The Save Our History & Heritage Rally organized and sponsored by our own Susan 
Hathaway and Willie Wells inside the Capital Gates on Saturday the 18th was a huge 
success as well, with 3 Speakers, a Color Guard and Bagpiper and Drummer and over 
200 people in attendance many of which were Fire-eaters! Once again,I Thank all that 
participated in this Fine event and everything you all do everyday for the Cause we 
are Charged to uphold in Memory of True, Greatest Generation of Real Americans 
ever to live in this Country.
It has been a very busy and emotional month, with many highs and lows. We have 
to stay focused on our task at hand and always remember we have the Truth on 
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July Meeting
Compatriots and Friends,

The July meeting of the Fire Eaters had eighty members and visitors in attendance. 
The meeting was fiery from the exchange of statements and questions to the 2nd 
Brigade Commander through Susan Hathaway’s presentation. Susan explained 
why the Virginia Flaggers were founded 
and how they are combating assaults 
on our southern heritage in ways other 
organizations have not utilized. At times, 
this has made the Virginia Flaggers a target 
from other groups.  

Our guest speaker for the August 5th 
meeting will be William Palmer. Mr. 
Palmer, now retired from a forty-year 
career as a Protestant clergyman, is an 
author, editor, essayist, and award-winning 
poet. Bill participated in the publication 
of more than two dozen books dealing 
with military history, diplomacy and 
technology. Mr. Palmer’s presentation will 
be on “The Battle of Eltham’s Landing.” 
This battle was fought less than thirty miles 
from Richmond, yet most people have little knowledge of this conflict. His third 
book, published in October 2014, “Forged in Fire: A History of the West Point 
Volunteer Department,” although not a War Between the States book, does include 
a section on structures that were burned in West Point, Virginia and adjacent New 
Kent County during the northern invasion. Two of his poems, “War Games” and 
“Washing Up,” received first place honors in 2007 and 2008 annual poetry contests. 
Five of his poems appear in the anthology The Poet’s Domain. He and his wife, 
Carolyn, live near the Pamunkey River in West Point, Virginia. 

In other news we are busy restocking our Camp store as we sold everything at the 
Hanover Tomato Festival. I appreciate every one’s help and support with this event 
as the weather created many challenges that day. We had a great day of education 

OUR side. As long as we have that, God is with us no matter what happens, and 
he and his followers will always, ultimately prevail in everything we endeavor to 
accomplish. When things do not seem to be going in our favor at times in the 
Battles we face in the future, remember to Pray even harder and more frequently as 
God is always in Control.
I Hope we can continue to have the Wonderful turnouts at our Camp meetings 
as we have been as I look forward to personally meeting and greeting each and 
everyone of you and our guest at our August 5th Fire-eater meeting. Please bring 
as many friends and family members and co workers and neighbors that you think 
may like our meetings as you can as there is strength in numbers and we need as 
many like minded people engaged on our side as we can gather together.

Standing with you in the Charge,
Jimmy Creech

Mark Your Calendar

8/5/15
Fire Eaters Meeting

8/10/15
OCR Meeting

8/22/15
King William 
Festival, King 
William Courthouse

6 am -8:30 setup

9-4 for the event

We will be doing the 
Field Days of  the Past 
Event in September 18-
20, 2015 so keep your 
calendar open.



“Not everything that is 
faced  can be changed; but 
nothing can be changed 
until it is faced.” 

— James Baldwin

Current Membership:

51 Members
  8 Associate Members
  6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
647 likes. Up 175 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

and recruiting, though, and I hope to contact everyone who left their information. 

While at the 120th Reunion, we were inundated with information and reports. The 
Commander and I will attempt to answer any questions you may have concerning 
the event. There are two new social media sites that you can visit for the latest news 
from the Army of Northern Virginia: the website, www.scvheritagedefense.org, and 
the Facebook page, Army of Northern Virginia SCV.

Everyone is cordially invited to our August 5th meeting held at Anna’s Italian 
Restaurant in Mechanicsville. The meeting begins at 7:00 pm, 6:00 pm if you would 
to join us for dinner.

Fred Merridew

Fire Eaters In Action: Maury Cemetery

Compatriots Jim 
Tingle, Willie Wells, 
Fred Merridew and 
Commander Creech, 
headed over to Maury 
Cemetery to assist 
the Elliott Grays 
UDC Chapter in 
refurbishing the flag 
pole there.



Chaplain Report

Matthew 23:13 

“But woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
shut the kingdom of heaven in 
people’s faces. For you neither 
enter yourselves nor allow 
those who would enter to go in. 

I am in disbelief of the 
onslaught of attacks against 
a flag that stood for freedom 
for EVERYONE from the 
Despot Tyrant Lincoln, and 
his murderous military who 
willingly killed, raped, & 
burnt an entire society into 
submission.... What makes 
this worse is some Southern 
people (and you know who 
you are, some of you jealous 
ones probably reading our 
newsletter) are condemning 
the actions of those who 
want to Honor Confederate 
Veterans....Enjoy your 
demagogue power for now, 
your time is short, God will 
deal with you in time.

Shame shall hang around your 
necks like an albatross, you 
shall wear your shame in front 
of your ancestors and God, if 
you even make it to Heaven, 
lucky for you God is merciful, 
and grace, not works has saved 
those who profess Jesus as 
their Savior....

Peace be with you,  
Chaplain Boogie

Fire Eaters In Action: Hanover Tomato Festival

The Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters in 
conjunction with The Virginia Flaggers, 
Capt. Sally L Tompkins Chapter 2 Order 
of Confederate Rose, and the Army of 
Northern Virginia Mechanize Cavalry 
had booth space this past weekend at the 
Hanover Tomato Festival.

Even with the abundance of rain 
throughout the day, business was brisk at 
the booth for all. Many arrived to voice 
their support, seek information how to 
become involved and membership.



“ Each soldier’s name shall 
shine untarnished on the 
roll of fame and stand the 
example of each distant age 
and add new lustre to the 
historical page.” 

Beauvoir Cemetery 
Monument

Fire Eaters In Action: Flagging at the State Capital



Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters S.C.V. 

Camp #3000 

Jimmy Creech 
Commander 
jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 
1st Lt. Commander 
804.874.5336 (Cell) 
fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Willie E. Wells, III 
2nd Lt. Commander
williewellsiii@aol.com 

Charlie Creech 
Adjutant/Treasurer 
creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Michael Bouganim 
Chaplain 
mybouganim@gmail.com 

Brandon White 
Sargeant at Arms 
brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 
Judge Advocate 
john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker
Surgeon
mnstalnaker@verizon.net

Camp OffiCers

Many of our camp members joined with the Virginia Flaggers, Army of Northern 
Virginia Mechanized Cavalry, Capt Sally Tompkins OCR Chapter #2, at the Virginia 
State Capital for a Sunday afternoon of flagging. Reminding the Governor that 
Confederate History Matters! 

Fire Eaters In Action: SCV National Reunion
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In a pre-reunion event here in Richmond, 
Compatriots gathered at Hollywood Cemetery 
for the monument dedication for Dr. Weaver.

Below the opening of the SCV National Reunion. 



OCR REPORT

I would like to thank 
everyone that for all of their 
submissions for the newsletter 
and our website. As as result 
of recent national events our 
Facebook page has seen a 
large increase in the number 
of LIKES. We are up over 175 
since last month!!

Please also keep watch on our 
blog for postings for events.

Remember to send me 
photos/notices/and 
information for posts to

MatronofHonor@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org

Hi Roses and Thorns 
July has been a busy month. July 11th we headed to the Hanover Tomato Festival 
and what a wet day that was, but we came together with the Army of Northern 
Virginia Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters, Virginia Flaggers and Order Confederate Rose.  
While we were there, we sold out of most of our merchandise. We also passed out 
information about the Order Confederate Rose and we even had one lady inquire 
about a starting a chapter, so hopefully we can get a new chapter chartered. At the 
end of the day we had a great time and only one crazy lady in her Mickey Mouse 
poncho. She was a hoot.
July 15 - 18th we attended our national convention. Our Chapter members manned 
the registration table throughout the event. Friday the 17th was the state presidents 
meeting attended by our own Teresa Wells; the general membership meeting was 
held on Saturday. 
During this time at our convention we signed up 4 new members. We sold 
merchandise we did raffles and we also got donations for tombstone fund. We were 
very busy those 4 days. Each day after 4 pm, some of our members went on to go 
flagging at VMFA. Saturday following the convention the Virginia flaggers and 
Army of Northern Virginia had a rally at the state capital. There was a great turnout.
I would like to give a special shout out to my son Dylan Kellison, who put in some 
very hard work during the tomato festival he and during the convention arrived 
early and stayed late each day. Thank you Dylan for all your hard work. I would 
like to thank Cathy Hendricks for donating two of Henry Kids drawings, and thank 
you Clayton Shepherd for donating the book on Rose O’Neill Greenhow. T hank 
you Anne Wheeler for doing our state scrapbook it looked amazing. Thank you 
everyone for coming together and getting this convention done, I have to say WE 
ROCK !!!

Frannie Kellison


