
The FirsT shoT
Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,
The cooler temperatures of Fall quickly approaching are certainly a welcome 
pleasure now as your camp has had a busy month of activities.
It was certainly a special treat to have as our guest speaker at our September 2nd 
camp meeting the GG Grandson of our camps name sake, Tilgham Broaddus. I 
hope everyone enjoyed his speech as he shared interesting insight and stories of the 
history of his family.
We had very successful fundraising event at Field Day of the Past on September 
18th, 19th, and 20th. It was the camp’s largest fund raiser to date financially as well as 
in fellowship and fun had by all attending. We also had several people who were 
interested in joining the camp and work is underway now in following up with 
them to qualify them for membership. I’d like to thank everyone who participated 
in making this a very memorable and wonderful event for the camp.
I’d like to recognize the heroic actions of our of 2nd Liet. Commander and the 
Commander of the Army of Northern VA Mechanized Calvary (ANVMC), Willie 
Wells. On the evening of Saturday, September 19th, after leaving the Field Days 
of the Past event and heading home, Willie witnessed a head on auto collision in 
front of him that burst into a ball of fire. Without thought for his own safety and 
concerned only for the life of a fellow human being, Willie ran to the first vehicle 
he could reach that was ablaze and cut the unconscious driver free from his seat 
belt and pulled him to safety covered in the blood of the driver. While others had 
arrived on the scene as well at this time seeing what had occurred and able to 
retrieve the other driver from his vehicle to safety, Willie got his fire extinguisher 
from his own vehicle and was able to put the fire out single handed before 
emergency vehicles could arrive. He left the scene of the accident and no one there 
even got his name. He humbly went home after doing what he could once the EMTs 
were on the scene. Willie was very sore and hurting from his heroic actions that 
evening and was still the first to arrive the next morning at Field Day of the Past 
ready for business with a smile.
I’d like to ask everyone, when you see or talk to Willie to thank him for his unselfish 
and heroic deed in saving a fellow child of God that day.
Willie is a fine example of a True and Good Southern Christian Gentleman and we 
are so fortunate, proud and happy that he is a member and friend to us all in our 
camp. THANK YOU WILLIE!!!
Our next camp meeting will be on Wednesday October 7th at Anna’s and I hope you 
all can come and bring your family and friends and coworkers who love and cherish 
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September Meeting

Compatriots and friends,

Our September meeting was well attended, there were over 60 members, friends 
Compatriots.

We continue to have great participation at our monthly Fire Eater meetings. Many 
members have commented that our meetings are as large as any other camps’ 
meetings that they have visited. Tilghman Broaddus, great-great grandson of 
Edmund Ruffin was our September guest speaker. Mr. Broaddus’ presentation was 
informative, interesting and supported 
by photos many had not seen before.

John J. Fox is our October 7th guest 
speaker and his presentation will be on 
Stuart’s Finest Hour. John grew up in 
Richmond, Virginia. He is the author of 
Stuart’s Finest Hour: The Ride Around 
McClellan, June 1862, published in 2013. 
He also wrote the award-winning books 
The Confederate Alamo: Bloodbath at 
Petersburg’s Fort Gregg on April 2, 1865 
[released in 2010] and Red Clay to Richmond: Trail of the 35th Georgia Infantry 
Regiment [released in 2004]. His articles have appeared in numerous Civil War 
magazines and newspapers. He is a member and past commander of Winchester’s 
Turner Ashby SCV Camp 1567 and is a frequent speaker for SCV camps, UDC 
chapters, CW Roundtables, and other historical groups. 

Your support of the Wreaths Across America initiative is greatly appreciated. 
We would like to thank the Elliott Grays Chapter #1877 United Daughters of the 
Confederacy for their generous donation to our WAA project.  There are only two 
months remaining for receipt of contributions before the wreaths will be ordered 
for our December memorial service at Oakwood Cemetery, Confederate Section. 
Please contact me if I can be of assistance with the final push to garner additional 
contributions so we may honor as many Confederate soldiers as possible. At this 
point we have contributed monies for 35 wreaths. Let’s do our best to exceed last 
year’s purchase of 45 wreaths!

The November 4th meeting will be our annual business meeting and there will be 
no guest speaker. At the December 2nd meeting we will have our yearly auction. 
Please bring books, pictures or anything you wish to contribute to the event. To 
begin the new year, Heath Lee, author of Winnie Davis: Daughter of the Lost Cause, 
will our guest speaker for the January 6th meeting. The program for the February 

Mark Your Calendar

10/7/15
Fire Eaters Meeting

10/12/15
OCR Meeting

12/06/15
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade

“ Let us meet the foe 
with fresh defiance, 
with unconquered and 
unconquerable hearts” 

— Jefferson Davis 
April 4th, 1865

there Southern Homeland as we have a another wonderful speaker lined up. It is 
sure to be a time filled with great fellowship, good food and fun and laughter and 
I look forward to personally meeting and greeting each and everyone of you that 
evening.

Standing with you in the Cause,
Jimmy Creech

Current Membership:

51 Members
  8 Associate Members
  6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
815 likes. Up 64 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org



From Our Judge Advocate

Chaplain Report

“Esther 3:2 “All the royal officials 
at the king’s gate knelt down 
and paid honor to Haman, for 
the king had commanded this 
concerning him. But Mordecai 
would not kneel down or pay him 
honor.” (NIV)

The story of Haman and the story 
of Mordecai are linked to the story 
of Esther. The book of Esther is the 
only book in the Bible where the 
name of God is not mentioned, 
but while the name of God is not 
mentioned His mighty acts are 
evident throughout this book.

And today we call this message, 
“The Defeat of A Dignified Devil.” 
And it is Esther who brings 
about the defeat of this man of 
affluence, this man of influence, 
this man named Haman. The 
Bible says that Haman was an 
Aggagite. An Aggagite was a 
descent of King Agag. He was the 
one that Saul refused to destroy.

King Saul was commanded by 
Samuel to destroy King Agag and 
all of his descendants and Saul 
was disobedient. King Agag was a 
descendent of the Edomites, who 
were the descendants of Esau. The 
Bible said that Israel would be at 
perpetual war with the Edomites.

So when you look at Haman, you 
look at a man who stands for all 
of those who are God’s enemies. 
And the man who Haman hated 
with all his heart was a little Jew 
named Mordecai. He despised 
Mordecai. So when you look at the 
book of Esther and you compare 
the life of Haman and Mordecai, 

My Fellow Fire Eaters, 

On August 29th, Representatives from the SCV Army of Northern Virginia, the 
Virginia DEC, the Captain WM. Latane’ Camp # 1690, the General Robert E. 
Lee Camp # 1589, and the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp # 3000 met at an ad 
hoc meeting brokered by Aide de Camp Dennis Palmer and mediated by Randy 
Burbage, Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia. 
The intention of the meeting was to discuss solutions to the issues that are currently 
causing a rift within the division. Charlie Creech and I represented the camp at 
this meeting. Also in attendance were Tracy Clary, Tony Griffin, Bill Graham, 
Commander Randy Burbage, Army of Northern Va. Councilman Ronnie Roach, 
2nd Brigade Commander Les Updike, Tommy Clinger, John Henry Taylor, Frank 
Yates and Barry Isenhour. 
Multiple issues were discussed (detailed below) and the various representatives 
were tasked with returning to their camps of origin to discuss the recommendations 
made by those in attendance. Since the ad hoc meeting on August 29th was non-
binding, all recommendations needed to be voted on and approved during the 
regular meetings of the parties involved. 
During the month of September, the various camps involved passed measures to 
rescind their resolutions pending action of the Virginia DEC. The Virginia DEC 
had its quarterly meeting on the 20th of September, and as some may have already 
heard, the actions taken did not go in our favor (detailed below). While this may be 
disheartening, it only goes to show that there is no panacea for the issues that divide 
us. Our position today remains unchanged from the past; we will remain resolute in 
the face of adversity, and continue to work toward healing the issues that divide us. 
All the while continuing to support those who follow the spirit of the charge. 
Below you will find a comprehensive list of the events of the past month, please feel 
free to contact me with any concerns or questions. 

- J. Walter Smith
judgeadvocate@edmundruffinfireeaters.org

Notes on the Ad Hoc Meeting sponsored by 
the Army of Northern Virginia (SCV) and SCV National:
The intention of the meeting was to work out the problems that have developed 
between various camps within the Virginia Division and the Executive Council of 
the Virginia Division. The main topics discussed were:
The resolution condemning all other Southern Heritage organizations:

meeting is called “Cheer, Girls, Cheer! Bring Forth the Flag.... Patriotic Expression 
by the Fairer Sex,” presented by Sherry Graves. 

Hope to see everyone at the October meeting. Please consider bringing a friend or 
family member.

 Fred Merridew



• The VA DEC’s official position is that the resolution condemns the actions 
of these organizations and that any interpretation otherwise is incorrect.

• The VA DEC admits the resolution was passed before anyone had a chance 
to write it.

• By the end of the meeting, it was generally accepted that an attempt to 
rescind the resolution would be made on the condition that various camp 
resolutions would be rescinded simultaneously.

Lack of Transparency and Communication within the Division:
• It was made known that the time taken by the Division to respond to 

requests for records as simple as general finances reports was unacceptable.
• While the problem was acknowledged, the individuals involved stopped 

short of committing to transparency in the future.
Camps disciplining their own members:

• During the course of the discussions, the Virginia DEC mentioned many 
alleged behavioral issues from camps involved in the discussion. It was 
brought to the attention of the members of the DEC that in all cases 
mentioned, no leadership within the camps attending the meetings had  
been made aware of the issue until action was taken by the DEC.

• It was requested by the camps involved that the DEC notify them before 
escalating issues so that they may be handled at the camp level.

• There was interest by some of the members of the DEC attending this 
meeting, they stated that would be contacting me in the future in order to 
help resolve issues without them being escalated.

To reiterate my earlier statement, all topics discussed during the ad hoc meeting 
were subject to approval by the camps involved and by the Virginia DEC itself. 
The results of the meeting would be decided at various camp meetings and the 
September meeting of the Virginia DEC. On September 20th I attended the 
meeting, hoping to reach some sort of resolution to the problems between us.

What follows is notes regarding the events the 
September 20th Meeting of the Virginia DEC:

• The Virginia DEC now has a PR Committee.
• The recommendation of the PR Committee is that highway cleanups end as 

a result of license plate issue.
• It was openly admitted in the meeting that the MOC lawsuit was unlikely 

to happen. After personally questioning members of the committee, it was 
admitted that approximately 80000 worth of pledges are not being honored. 
This is allegedly because the individuals who pledged this money have 
consulted a lawyer and it is the belief of their personal council that the case 
is being formed by the Virginia DEC is not strong enough to validate the 
expense. These individuals in turn are holding up an additional 15000 in 
funds from National.

• The gate at Oakwood is currently being altered. The money has already been 
spent, and renovations are underway.

and you see their opposing 
influences, you see symbolically 
the battle between heaven and 
hell, light and darkness, and 
Christ and Satan. And wherever 
you find the Jews you find great 
persecution. The devil hates 
the Jews and has always done 
everything he could to destroy 
them from the face of the earth.

Yet the Jew has been a tremendous 
blessing to all mankind. It was 
through the Jews that we have 
the Bible, the Word of God. Jesus 
was a Jew. Paul was a Jew. It is no 
wonder that since the beginning 
of time all the forces of hell have 
come against the Jews.

Satan hates the Jew. Satan 
hates the Jewish race. Mordecai 
was a Jew, and Haman, Satan’s 
instrument, hated Mordecai, 
because Mordecai was a Jew who 
worshiped God.

 Well folks, the liberal progressive 
is another form of Satan working 
his evil, using the weak minded as 
puppets to fight all those Patriots 
like us who know the truth. 

But you know the really great 
thing about this story?  God WILL 
and DOES punish those who attack 
us, because we are fighting for true 
freedom, and following his will. 
Have hope my brothers and sisters, 
we will be victorious says God 
almighty himself.....”

Deo Vindice, God will vindicate!!!

Peace be with you,  
Chaplain Boogie



• A large amount of conversation was dedicated to the issue of SCV license 
plates in Virginia. The Rutherford Institute has volunteered to issue an 
executive appeal on behalf of the Virginia SCV. Commander Clary was 
looking for volunteers to serve as plaintiffs for appeal. Some members 
of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp 3000 have chosen to volunteer 
as plaintiffs. The information requested by the Rutherford Institute was 
forwarded to Commander Clary on Friday, 25th September. Hopefully, this 
will yield some sort of result.

• There will be a written response by the Virginia DEC to the events currently 
happening in Christiansburg.

During the meeting, I personally read the contract between the Oakwood 
Committee and the City of Richmond, the following are the high points:

• There must be bi-monthly maintenance of the grounds, including but not 
limited to: trash removal, cutting the grass, leaf removal, etc.

• The Department of Parks and Recreation has final say over all 
improvements.

• The books for the Oakwood Committee must be open to audit.
• The city shall be responsible for admission to the cemetery
• The SCV may conduct ceremonies at normal hours as long as 30 days notice 

has been provided.
• The city shall be responsible for maintenance of roads.
• Terminates March 1, unless both parties agree to continue the agreement.

In other words, there is nothing in this agreement that one would not find in 
a standard lease agreement. However, the release of the signed copies of the 
contract is currently being barred by the Attorney for the City of Richmond, so 
I cannot provide a copy at this time. Should the camp choose, I can begin the 
process for requesting the document via the Freedom of Information Act, but this 
will take time.

• Finally, the repeal of the resolution by the Virginia DEC did not pass. Some 
members of the DEC apparently knew nothing about the ad hoc meeting in 
August and seemed reluctant to vote without knowing all the facts.

• The meeting itself left many unresolved issues from the ad hoc meeting:
• Despite all camps’ keeping their end of the bargain as far as the resolutions 

are concerned, the Virginia DEC did not vote in favor of repealing their 
own resolution. I will continue to pursue the repeal of the Virginia DEC 
resolution; I have prepared our rescinding documents but they will not be 
released until our conditions are met.

• Documents were released during the meeting, but it was not everything 
that was asked for. I will continue to seek the full release of these documents 
given that a full list of requested documents can be provided to me.

• I am still awaiting evidence of any wrongdoing on the part of any of 
our camp members. There still seems to be interest from the DEC, but 
until any of these individuals provide anything more than hearsay, I am 
disinclined to act.

Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters S.C.V. 

Camp #3000 

Jimmy Creech 
Commander 
jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Fred Merridew 
1st Lt. Commander 
804.874.5336 (Cell) 
fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Willie E. Wells, III 
2nd Lt. Commander
williewellsiii@aol.com 

Charlie Creech 
Adjutant/Treasurer 
creech.charlie@gmail.com 

Michael Bouganim 
Chaplain 
mybouganim@gmail.com 

Brandon White 
Sargeant at Arms 
brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 
Judge Advocate 
john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker
Surgeon
mnstalnaker@verizon.net

“ Each soldier’s name shall 
shine untarnished on the 
roll of fame and stand the 
example of each distant age 
and add new lustre to the 
historical page.” 

Beauvoir Cemetery 
Monument

Camp OffiCers
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In June 2015, Lt CiC Tom Strain announced that the SCV was suspending the $5 
new member application fee and the $5 reinstatement fee until 30 September 2015. 
CiC Kelly Barrow is extending this until 31 December 2015.
Make sure all new member applications, reinstatements, and payments are 
postmarked by 31 December 2015 to receive this promotion. Any applications or 
reinstatements post marked on 1 January 2016 or later must include the $5 fee.
Keep checking this page, the Official SCV Facebook page, SCVHQ Twitter account, 
and the SCV Telegraph for our future one day half price life membership deal - you 
will only see it on social media. You will have to be a member in good standing to 
participate. If this is after 1 November, you will be considered delinquent and not 
eligible for this one day deal.

Timeline Extended for Suspension of  Fees!

Field Days of  the Past


