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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,

It’s good to see the new faces and applications coming into the Camp 
for membership consistently now. As the months go by and we get more 
membership packages back from National and get the new Compatriots 
Sworn into our ranks our Camp gets stronger with more voting rights along 
with our current members. National is running over a month behind as they 
are swamped with new membership packages from all over. So, if you’re 
waiting for yours to come in please be patient, it is in the works.

At our November 4th meeting we will be accepting nominations for Officers 
to your Camp for the year 2016. Please come out and let your choices be 
known that evening as we want to hear from everyone who has a nominee in 
mind for the various positions. At December 2nd’s meeting we will follow up 
from the nominations and we will have the elections that evening. So Please 
mark your calendar for that night as well as we want to be sure your vote is 
counted so you have the strongest possible Officers in position to serve you. 
Also at the December 2nd meeting we will have our annual Auction, so if you 
have anything you would like to donate to the Camp for the Auction please 
start thinking about what you like to consider contributing to it.

On Saturday October 24th at 1:00 your Camps Color Guard will be at 
Shockoe Hill Cemetery for the Dedication of 11 Veterans Headstones. One 
of which is our very own Joe Howard’s Ancestor that he got into the SCV 
with. If you can, please come out and support the Camp and this worthwhile 
Ceremony as we assist in Honoring the Memory of the Veterans that fought 
so hard to protect our Country. There will also be a clean up at the cemetery 
on Saturday, October 18th at 9:00am to prepare for the ceremony on the 24th 
for all who are interested.

I would like to Thank everyone who are contributing to our Wreaths Across 
America Project as we are getting close to the deadline for this order to be 
put in. With your support and attendance in December at Oakwood we 
should have a Beautiful and Memorable Ceremony.

I want to encourage everyone to bring your family,co workers, neighbors and 
friends to every meeting you can to share in the fellowship of the meeting 
and they in turn may bring folks to the next meeting and so on. You never 
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October Meeting

Compatriots and Friends, 

Our last guest speaker of the year, John Fox, whose presentation on 
“Stuart’s Finest Hour” was excellent. Mr. Fox’s knowledge of the subject was 
augmented by pictures, maps and the book he authored. His presentation 
covered the family dissension, strategy and some of the challenges faced 
on this dangerous trek behind enemy lines prior to the Seven Days Battles. 
He and his soldiers efforts gave the 
troops protecting Richmond from 
the Yankee invasion approximate 
troop strength, location and supply 
routes. This ride also made J.E. 
B. Stuart and John Mosby known 
throughout the Confederacy and 
the Northern States.  If you did not 
take the opportunity to purchase his 
books at the meeting, they can be 
found online, in local book stores or 
they can be checked out from local libraries. Hopefully, in the future, John 
will return to give a presentation on the “Confederate Alamo.”

The November meeting is our Camp’s annual business meeting, which 
everyone is encouraged to attend. The December meeting is our auction, one 
of our primary fundraisers for the year. We have begun to contact speakers 
for 2016.   

To those who have not renewed your membership, we urge you to do so 
by October 31st. If you have lost, destroyed or not received your Renewal 
Statement, please contact Camp Adjutant Charlie Creech or myself and we 
will help you resolve the situation. 

Respectfully, 

Fred Merridew

Mark Your Calendar

11/04/15
Fire Eaters Meeting

11/09/15
OCR Meeting

12/06/15
Christmas Party - 
Hosted by the Capt 
Sally Tompkins 
Chapter OCR 

12/06/15
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade

“We have no need, sirs, 
to be ashamed of our 
(Confederate ) dead; let us 
see to it that they be not 
ashamed of us.”  

— Robert L. Dabney, 
Stonewall Jackson’s 

Chief of Staff

know where it could all lead or who may come to a Fire-Eater meeting and 
what great opportunities a new member could see and help contribute to the 
Camp. I look forward as always to meeting and greeting each and everyone 
of you at our November 4th meeting.

Standing with you in the Cause,
Jimmy Creech

Current Membership:

51 Members
  8 Associate Members
  6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
828 likes. Up 13 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org



Chaplain Report

“Jesus said I am that Way, and 
that Truth, and that Life. No 
man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.

This to me is the answer to many 
questions and we have had it 
all along, our life should be in 
pursuit of God… Seek first the 
Kingdom of Heaven, and all the 
rest shall be added unto thee.

He will provide all the things 
you need, the opportunities will 
spring forth, but you must step 
out in faith, and trust him.

Bless us O Lord, shine you favor 
upon us, those that seek you, and 
let those who do not, find you, 
so that they too may know your 
love. Protect us as we defend 
our Confederate heritage, and 
educate those who will hear 
of the truth, so they too can 
understand our fight for true 
freedom from Tyranny, in Jesus 
name, Amen.....”

Deo Vindice,  
God will vindicate!!!

Chaplain Boogie

In June 2015, Lt CiC Tom Strain announced that the SCV was suspending the $5 
new member application fee and the $5 reinstatement fee until 30 September 2015. 
CiC Kelly Barrow is extending this until 31 December 2015.
Make sure all new member applications, reinstatements, and payments are 
postmarked by 31 December 2015 to receive this promotion. Any applications or 
reinstatements post marked on 1 January 2016 or later must include the $5 fee.
Keep checking this page, the Official SCV Facebook page, SCVHQ Twitter account, 
and the SCV Telegraph for our future one day half price life membership deal - you 
will only see it on social media. You will have to be a member in good standing to 
participate. If this is after 1 November, you will be considered delinquent and not 
eligible for this one day deal.

Timeline Extended for Suspension of  Fees!

October Photos

“The man who has ceased 
to feel moral indignation 
for wrong has ceased to 
feel the claims of virtue..” 

— Robert L. Dabney, 
Stonewall Jackson’s 

Chief of Staff
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Camp OffiCers

This grave marker is one of many that 
was be dedicated Saturday at  

Shockoe Hill cemetery. ERFE Compatriot 
Joe Howard is a descendant. 

Shockhoe Hill Cemetery Dedication Service

Above: 
Compatriot Jim 
Tingle presented a 
wreath on behalf 
of the ERFE camp.

Right: The 
Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters color 
guard presented 
the colors for the 
event. 

“The Redeemer said, “ 
He that is not with me is 
against me.” There can not 
be a moral neutrality. Man 
is born with an evil and 
ungodly tendency. Hence 
a non- religious  training 
must be an anti-religious 
training.” 

— Robert L. Dabney, 
Stonewall Jackson’s 

Chief of Staff
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