
The FirsT shoT
Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission
Statement

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,

I Hope you are all staying warm as Winter has now certainly Gripped our 
Southern Homeland.

I would like to Thank everyone that came to Lexington 
on January 16th for the Lee-Jackson Ceremony and 
Parade and Church Service. It was a Beautiful Day for 
all the Festivities and Your Camp Color Guard was 
there to take Part in the Graveside Ceremony and 
Parade and did the Camp Proud under the Leadership 
of Our Color Sergeant Joe Wright.

Our Color Sergeant was also at Brandy Station for the 
Commemoration of Lee-Jackson Day on January 10th 
and Posted the Colors on behalf of the Camp. Teresa 
Roane gave a Wonderful Speech at this fine event and 
it was a huge success. At this event Joe Wright received 
“The Stonewall Jackson Award”. Congratulations to you 
Joe on receiving this Coveted Award.

Our CIC, Kelly Barrow has sent out communications that he has declared 
that Saturday, March 5th 2016 will be “Confederate Flag Day”. This will 
be a National Event. He has requested that all Divisions have a Flag Rally 
in their State. Our 2nd Brigade Commander Less Updike has assigned 
Tommy Clinger of the Robert E.Lee Camp 1589 to coordinate this event for 
our Division. He has planned a Ceremony to begin at 10:00 at Hollywood 
Cemetery and Our Camp Color Guard has been requested to be there for 
this ceremony. Afterward the Rally will go down Monument Avenue and on 
to the Confederate War Memorial Chapel. More details will come as Tommy 
finishes his planning stages.

Please mark your calendars and make plans to support this Nationwide 
event as the SCV attempts to make this a Historic Day to Honor our 
Ancestors in their Glorious attempt to Defend our Founding Fathers original 
Constitution of our Country, and Hopefully make a stand to push back with 
overwhelming numbers of people the attempts to erase the Beautiful History 
and Legacy our Confederate Ancestors have left us to Defend.

Our next Camp meeting will be on February 3rd, and I hope you can come 

January 2016  Volume  3 Number 1



Mark Your Calendar

01/24/16
DEC Meeting

02/03/16
Fire Eaters Meeting

02/08/16
OCR Meeting

03/05/16
Nationwide Flag 
Rally Day, 10 am 
Hollywood Cemetery 
(Color Guard Event)

04/13-15/16
VA SCV Convention 
Richmond, VA

06/05/16
Shockoe Hill 
Cemetery Dedication

07/14-17/16
SCV National 
Reunion - Texas

Current Membership:

63 Members
  11 Associate Members
    6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
900 likes. Up 15 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

out with your family’s and friends and co workers as we have another Great 
speaker lined up and much Camp Business to attend to.

I look forward to personally meeting and greeting each and every one of you 
at our next meeting.

Standing with you in the Cause.
Standing with you in the Cause,

Jimmy Creech

January Meeting
This year of 2016 has gotten off to a great start for the Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters!!!  We had a packed house for our first meeting on January 6, 
2016, which always adds to the enthusiasm and camaraderie of our Camp 
meetings.  In addition to installing three officers elected in December 
who were unable to attend that meeting, our Commander, Jimmy Creech, 
inducted two new members into our Fire Eaters Camp.  Significant activities 
for the new year started quickly after that Camp meeting.  Our Color Guard 
represented the Camp in fine fashion, as usual, at the Lee Jackson Day 
remembrance in Lexington, VA; and a number of Fire Eaters were able to 
attend the Parade and other important activities held over the weekend on 
January 15 and 16 in Lexington, VA.

Please put February 3, 2016 on your calendar and plan to attend our next 
meeting, where we will have full reports from those who attended the Lee-
Jackson Day Memorial Service and Parade, as well as the interesting situation 
that occurred at W&L University after the Parade.  Be there to get the details.

Two Administrative matters that would be helpful for our Camp and me:

1. If you have changed, or in the future change, your e-mail address, 
please let Jimmy, Fred or me know, so you can get all of the important 
announcements pertaining to Camp activities.

2. If you hear a good speaker when attending another SCV Camp meeting, 
or any other similar forum, that you think would be good for our Fire 
Eaters to hear at one of our monthly meetings, please let me know of the 
individual’s name and contact information.

See you all at Anna’s Italian Restaurant on Wednesday, February 3, 2016!

Respectfully,

Joe Howard
1st Lt. Commander

FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000



Chaplain Report

“Romans 12:19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave 
it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, says the Lord.”

Proverbs 29:11 A fool gives full 
vent to his spirit, but a wise 
man quietly holds it back.

Isaiah 48:22 “There is no 
peace,” says the Lord, “for the 
wicked.”

Exodus 14:14 The Lord will 
fight for you, and you have 
only to be silent.” 

When we see the destruction 
of our history right before our 
eyes, it is very difficult to keep 
my blood from boiling. I turn to 
the word of God...

These are promises from the 
one who created us. Put these 
on a card so you can read 
it often it will help you to 
memorize them. We will see 
evil fall, and when it does...

How sweet it will be....Please 
remember to keep our brothers 
and sisters in prayer, always 
vigilant, always forwarding the 
colors, always dependent on 
you lord...All hail the Nazarene, 
Christ is King.”

Deo Vindice,  
God will vindicate!!!

Chaplain Boogie

From Our Adjutant

Color Guard Report

Compatriots and friends, 

The January meeting was well attended and, hopefully, enjoyed by all. We had 30 
members, 7 associate members and 18 guests in attendance. We inducted 2 new 
members, Fletcher Mayton and Timothy Leber, and Karen Cooper became an 
associate member. As of the printing of the latest roster on January 13, 2016, we 
have 65 members - 8 of whom are delinquent on dues payment. (For gentlemen 
wishing to renew membership, SCV dues will be prorated for 2016-2017 starting 
in February. Upon request, I can explain this process in detail.) We are currently 
working on documentation for 2 potential new members.
Please make sure we have your correct contact information. If you have moved, and/
or changed your email or phone number, we would like to know. This assures that we 
can contact you in a timely manner and send you newsletters, magazines, renewal 
statements, and updates on upcoming activities. 
The Camp collected $411.00 at the January meeting. This includes monies from 
renewals, merchandise and fund raising initiatives. In addition to the $411.00, 
we passed the hat and collected $500.00 for the fight to save the Confederate 
Monuments in New Orleans. The Fire Eater Camp matched that amount and we 
mailed a check in the amount of $1000.00 to the Beauregard Camp’s monument 
defense fund. Including the donation of $1000.00 to the monument defense fund, 
we’ve paid out $1727.42 month-to-date for supplies, speaker expenses and the 
Ruffin horse. 
If you have any questions concerning membership, dues, Camp involvement, fund 
raising or expenditures please do not hesitate to ask. 

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant / Treasurer

Essay award winners at 
the Culpeper Chapter 73 
UDC at their Lee-Jackson 
Ceremony 1/10/16.
     I was able to provide 
the Colors as shown in the 
picture.  Hopefully we will 
be able to provide a Color 
Guard next year.
     The essays awards are 
open to all students 1st 
grade through 12th grade for 
a monetary award each year.  

Most of the award winners were home-schooled.  This is a wonderful way of 
encouraging a knowledge of true Southern history. - Joe



Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters S.C.V. 

Camp #3000 

Jimmy Creech 
Commander 
jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Joe Howard 
1st Lt. Commander 
1stLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Rich Perez 
2nd Lt. Commander
2ndLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant/Treasurer 
804.874.5336 (Cell) 
fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Michael Bouganim 
Chaplain 
mybouganim@gmail.com 

Jim Tingle
Sergeant at Arms 
804.292.5457 (Cell) 

Brandon White 
Quartermaster 
brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 
Judge Advocate 
john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker
Surgeon
mnstalnaker@verizon.net

Camp OffiCers

Lee-Jackson Weekend, Lexington VA



Upcoming events for 
the Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters Color Guard: 

Nation Wide Flag 
Rally - March 5th 
Tommy Clinger will be 
coordinating the event 
for the 2nd Brigade. The 
event planned to start 
at 10:00 at Hollywood 
Cemetery with a 
Ceremony and our 
Color Guard has been 
requested to be there. 
Then we will head down 
Monument Avenue and 
end at the Chapel.

Joe Wright 
varebel@embarqmail.com

COlOr Guard 
events

“The most effective way to 
destroy people is to deny 
and obliterate their own 
understanding of their 
history.” 

 — George Orwell

“Remove not the ancient 
landmarks, which thy 
fathers have set.” 

 — Proverbs 22:28

“We may be annihilated, 
but we cannot be 
conquered.” 

 — General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, C.S.A.



Compatriots, 

Please read the below comments. 
Deo Vindice! 
Charles Kelly Barrow 
Commander-in-Chief 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
@scvcic |  www.scv.org 

Subject: The situation in New Orleans 
Fellow Southerners, 
As you all know by now, the City of New Orleans voted to remove the Confederate 
monuments from the city on a “nuisance complaint.” This isn’t over, so do not 
overreact to the situation. 
A lawsuit seeking to permanently enjoin and prevent the removal of the 
Confederate monuments was filed in federal court only hours after the vote was 
taken in the city council. The federal judge has let everyone know to cool it for now. 
There will be a hearing in January with the New Orleans City Attorney and the 
attorney for the plaintiffs present and an injunction will be decided after that. 
For now, what we need to do is let the legal system work. We have a very strong case 
that has been in the making for months now. We all knew that this day was coming, 
so preparations were made and have now been implemented. The time for phone calls 
and writing has passed. The judge wants all sides to calm down and that is what I am 
asking all of you to do. It will do no good to aggravate the legal system when we aren’t 
losing anything. The monuments still are where they have always been. 
What we will need is financial help. Like the doctor said when Lincoln was born, 
“This is gonna get ugly.” It is also going to be expensive. The plaintiffs, of which the 
Beauregard Camp No.130 is one, have raised money for legal fees and the Heritage 
Defense Fund has helped so that we are even money with the attorneys for now. That 
won’t last. Please send whatever you can because come January the fight will be on. 
The address to send to is: 

Beauregard Camp 130 
P.O. Box 145 
Arabi, LA. 70032 

Please put in the memo line of your check “Monument Defense” 
Gentlemen, I know that you all want to storm the gates but please let the people 
who have handled this awful situation since August continue to do so. They have 
all proven to be quite competent. I want to thank the P.G.T. Beauregard camp 
for taking the lead in this. I also thank CIC Kelly Barrow and the GEC for their 
leadership and support. 
Thanks to all of you. Keep praying for justice. 

Thomas E. Taylor 
Commander, Louisiana Division 
Sons of Confederate Veterans

Save the Monuments: City of  New Orleans


