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S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,

We are quickly coming to the end of winter now and hopefully warmer 
Spring days are soon to be upon us to enjoy again.

On Saturday, February 13, Your Camp Color Guard participated in what was 
the Most Highly Visible Flag Raising to Date, 
on interstate 95 South of Petersburg. Our Own 
Major Willie Wells, Commander of the Army 
of Northern Va. Mechanized Calvary was the 
head architect and leading force behind this joint 
effort with the ANVA Mechanized Calvary and 
The VA. Flaggers. It was a beautiful cool day and 
the Latane Camp musket crew was there as well 
as a Mortar and David Hinton on the Bag Pipes 
and Wayne Jones ( Jeb Stuart ) was the key Note 
speaker. It was a wonderful event enjoyed by all. 
Over 150 Compatriots from many Camps and 
Southern Organizations attended. Well Done to 
all who had a hand in such a Glorious event in 
Honoring our Confederate Ancestors.

Please mark your calendars for March 5th as your Color Guard will be at 
Hollywood Cemetery for the opening Ceremony for the National Flag Rally 
Day that the National SCV has asked all the Brigades and Camps of very 
State to participate in. Tommy Clinger Of the RE Lee Camp is heading up 
and organizing the event for the 2nd Brigade. More details will be announced 
as the final plans are made.

At the next Camp meeting we will have the sample Polo Shirts and Hats 
available to be seen, purchased and ordered. Also the Camp belt buckles are 
in for purchase as well.

We still need someone to volunteer to be our Fundraising Committie 
Chairman. If anyone is interested please let me know.

I would like to thank everyone who attended last months meeting and I hope 
to see you all again at the March 2nd meeting as well as others who have not 
been able to make it for a few months. Please bring anyone that you think 
would enjoy our meetings as they are open to the public and we encourage 
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Mark Your Calendar

03/02/16
Fire Eaters Meeting

03/14/16
OCR Meeting

03/05/16
Nationwide Flag 
Rally Day, 10 am 
Hollywood Cemetery 
(Color Guard Event)

04/13-15/16
VA SCV Convention 
Richmond, VA

05/07/16
Confederate 
Memorial Day 
Service, Oakwood 
Cemetery 

06/05/16
Shockoe Hill 
Cemetery Dedication

07/14-17/16
SCV National 
Reunion - Texas

Current Membership:

63 Members
  11 Associate Members
    6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
956 likes. Up 56 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

1st Lt. Commander’s Report
CONGRATULATIONS to Compatriot Willie Wells, the Army of Northern 
Virginia Mechanized Cavalry, the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Color Guard, 
the Virginia Flaggers and all who participated in the Wade Hampton Flag 
Raising in Prince George County on I-95 off Crater Road on Saturday, 
February 13, 2016!!  I was not able to attend the Flag Raising Ceremony, 
to attending an out of town funeral.  However, on the way back home, 
traveling on I-95 North, Saturday afternoon, my wife and I saw the huge 
Battle Flag prominently displayed, and waving vigorously in the stiff wind!   
It is a beautiful sight and an extremely 
visible location.  It is the most visible 
of the three flags that have been 
raised on I-95.  Congratulations to all 
who made this happen.  Those who 
attended the Ceremony will be able to 
provide a full report on the activities.

There is still time to register for the 
Virginia Division Convention, which 
will be held on April 16.  It only costs $35 to register.  Since the Convention 
is being held locally in Short Pump this year, there is no need to incur 
the cost of a hotel room.  If you have not had the opportunity to attend a 
Division Convention, this would be a good year.  This is an election year, so 
you will be able to see how that process works.

Please plan to attend our March 2, 2016 Camp Meeting at Anna’s Italian 
Restaurant on Mechanicsville Turnpike across from Lee-Davis High 
School.  Our keynote speaker for March will be Mr. Clyde Hott.  He is 
a native of Richmond, VA and has done a lot of research dealing with 
interesting individuals who were prominent during the years of the War 
for Southern Independence.  His topic for the evening will be “J. Taylor 
Ellerson, “Cornerstone of the Cause”,  It should be very interesting.  I hope 
to see you there!

Respectfully,
Joe Howard
1st Lt. Commander

FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000

everyone to bring the whole family. We have a very knowledgeable speaker 
lined up in March who is anxious to share his information with us. And as 
always, I look forward to meeting and greeting each and every one of you and 
our guest at our next meeting!

Standing with you in the Cause,
Jimmy Creech



Chaplain Report

“CHRIST’S PASTORAL PRESENCE WITH HIS DYING PEOPLE.”   Excerpt
BY JOHN L. GIRARDEAU, D. D., I.L. D.,

“Never deaf to the appeals of his dying people, the Great Shepherd hastens 
to his relief with the succors of his supporting grace. He whispers to the 
sinking believer that he died to save him, that his blood has cleansed him of 
all his sins, and that his perfect righteousness, his atoning merit, is a ground 
of acceptance, a foundation that will not fail him when the wicked and 
unbelieving shall be driven from the divine presence like the chaff before 
the storm. It is enough. The dying believer, with the hand of faith, grasps the 
pastoral staff that Jesus thus extends to him, and, leaning upon it, passes in 
safety through the glooms and dangers of the death-shade, emerges into the 

From Our Adjutant
Compatriots and friends, 

The Fire Eaters meeting was attended by 19 members and 27 visitors, including 
members of the Camp-sponsored Order of the Confederate Rose and associates. 
In addition there were members from the Captain William Latane Camp #1690 
in attendance. We hope everyone had an enjoyable and informative experience. 
Two new members were inducted into the Camp, Timothy and Matthew Tuck. 
Congratulations and thank you for your interest and joining our Camp.
The latest roster from National states that we have 58 members in the Camp. 
This reflects those dropped and our newest members. We will be sending 2 new 
membership applications to Headquarters and hope to have those gentlemen 
included on our Camp roster soon.
If you know of someone interested in their Southern Heritage, please invite them to 
visit our March 2nd meeting.
The Fire Eater camp will have 6 Delegate votes to use in an effort to select proactive 
new leadership and initiatives at the Conventions in Richmond and Dallas. The 
Sons of Confederate Veterans Convention, Virginia Division, is being held at the 
Windgate by Wyndham in Short Pump, April 15-17. Information on registration 
and events can be found on the SCV website, www.scvva.org. If you are interested 
in traveling to Dallas in July, we encourage you to register early. See the Confederate 
Veteran magazine for information.  
A brief overview of our finances indicates that $746.94 was collected at the February 
meeting. This includes monies from new members, fund raising initiatives and 
merchandise.  Month to date we have paid out $625.83, this amount includes dues, a 
dues refund, USPS certified postage, merchandise and adjutant supplies.
If you have any questions concerning membership, dues, Camp involvement, fund 
raising or expenditures please do not hesitate to ask. This is YOUR camp. 

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant / Treasurer

Upcoming events for 
the Edmund Ruffin Fire 
Eaters Color Guard: 

Nation Wide Flag 
Rally - March 5th 
Tommy Clinger will be 
coordinating the event 
for the 2nd Brigade. The 
event planned to start 
at 10:00 at Hollywood 
Cemetery with a 
Ceremony and our 
Color Guard has been 
requested to be there. 
Then we will head down 
Monument Avenue and 
end at the Chapel.

Joe Wright 
varebel@embarqmail.com

Color Guard 
EvEnts

“The most effective way to 
destroy people is to deny 
and obliterate their own 
understanding of their 
history.” 

 — George Orwell

“We may be annihilated, 
but we cannot be 
conquered.” 

 — General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, C.S.A.

“Remove not the ancient 
landmarks, which thy 
fathers have set.” 

 — Proverbs 22:28
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Camp offiCErs

Color Guard Report
Gentlemen -
We have been asked to participate in a Rally at Hollywood Cemetery on 
March 5 at 10 AM.  For any of you interested in marching in this, please be 
there by 9:30 AM.
After the Rally, we will march to the Confederate Chapel.
Please let me know if you are planning on attending so that I can have 
equipment for you.
          Joe 

light of heaven, and is satisfied with the beatific vision of God.

Fellow-travelers to the dark valley, let us believe in Jesus as our Saviour. Let 
us put our trust IN him as the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. So when we 
are called to die, no guilty conscience will break our peace, no condemning 
law will thunder upon us, no frowns of an angry Judge will deepen the awful 
shadow of death; but we will fear no evil, for Christ will be with us; his rod 
will protect us in our last conflict, his staff will support us in our latest pang.

Girardeau served the Confederate Army as a chaplain of the Twenty-third 
Regiment of the South Carolina Volunteers.  Following the war Girardeau 
continued in the pastorate until he was called to the chair of Didactic and 
Polemic Theology of Columbia Theological Seminary.  He would continue in 
that position until retiring due to poor health.

Deo Vindice,  
God will vindicate!!!
Chaplain Boogie


