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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,

As the leaves are filling out on the trees and blooms are everywhere, the 
Earth is waking up with Spring in full swing now. So are we gearing up for a 
full and active Spring of activities for our Camp. On Saturday, April 16, your 
Camp Color Guard was at Hollywood Cemetery for an Iron Cross Ceremony, 
which was well attended and a fine ceremony for General John D. Imboden.

The State SCV Convention took place on Friday and Saturday, April 15th and 
16th, and the highlight of the event was the Recension of the DEC Resolution 
of June of 2015.

Please remember to be at the Oakwood Memorial event and bring everyone 
you can with you on May 7th as it will be the event of the year with Pastor 
John Weaver as the Keynote Speaker and your Camp Color Guard will be 
Forwarding the Colors for it.

Also, Please make plans on Monday, May 30, to be at the Va. War Memorial 
with any Confederate Organizations Wreath and or Flag you can and if 
you have it, wearing a Confederate Uniform or period attire to show our 
Governor our Confederate Ancestors Lives Matter and we will never forget 
them regardless of his Politically Charged Rhetoric.

I’d like to thank the OCR for their generous donation that started of the 
outpouring of support at the April 6th meeting for our Wreaths Across 
America initiative for December.

I’d also like to thank the anonymous individual for purchasing our Press for 
the Camp as we ready ourselves for the upcoming Fundraising season. It will 
surely help increase our profit ratio for the Camps future so we can do even 
more good with the Camps treasury for the Memory of all our Ancestors.

I’d like to Thank the Camp for Voting to Sponsor a Headstone for the Adopt a 
Soldier Program for Shochoe Hill Cemetery. I have been told it will be installed 
by the Ceremony date on June 5th, and your Camp Color Guard will Forward 
the Colors for it as well. Please mark your Calendar for this fine event as well as 
Clayton Shepard does a fine job putting this program together.

Your Fire-eater Camp is quite busy on all fronts as the weather warms up. 
Our Cemetery Committie is busy as ever and finding more graves and more 
research needed to identify Soldiers. All Camp members can certainly find 
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Mark Your Calendar

05/04/16
Fire Eaters Meeting

05/07/16
Confederate Memorial 
Day Service, 
Oakwood Cemetery 

05/09/16
OCR Meeting 

06/05/16
Shockoe Hill 
Cemetery Dedication

07/14-17/16
SCV National 
Reunion - Texas

Current Membership:

58 Members
  11 Associate Members
    6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1031 likes. Up 75 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

1st Lt. Commander’s Report
The Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters are enjoying an active and successful year 
in 2016.

I want to thank Adjutant Fred Merridew, Color Guard Sergeant Joe Wright 
and Commander Jimmy Creech for passing along excellent suggestions 
for speakers for our Camp.  When a member of our Camp has heard a 
speaker and sends me the name and contact information, telling me that 
the speaker did a great job, that is the highest possible a potential speaker 
can receive, in my opinion.  So keep those suggestions coming!!!  When I 
receive a recommendation, I attempt to make contact with the potential 
speaker, and see if we can work out a mutually agreeable timeframe to 
schedule the person to speak at an upcoming Fire Eaters meeting.

Please mark your calendar for our upcoming May 4, 2016 meeting.  I’m 
sure we will hear from those who attended the Virginia Division Reunion 
in Richmond on April 16, about the resolutions adopted, the elections and 
all the other happenings, good, bad or ugly.  It is good to keep up with our 
Division to learn about important items of business being transacted.

We will have an interesting speaker in May as well.  Dr. Mallory Read 
will make a presentation to us.  Many of our Compatriots will remember 
that Dr. Read spoke to our Camp about 3 years ago on the topic of 
Abraham Lincoln, and why he concluded that Lincoln was suffering from 
a debilitating disease, as the reason for his irrational decisions and refusal 
to follow the advise of his Cabinet members.  This time, Dr. Read has a 
different presentation, dealing with the exploits of the Confederate Navy.

There will be a lot of opportunities for Fire Eaters to participate in activities 
as we move toward the summer season with various ceremonies by our 
Color Guard and appearances at various festivals, where we can market our 
merchandise.

See you all in May.

Joe Howard
1st Lt. Commander

a Committie they can join and help with as we all can do something in our 
own unique way to help preserve the Memory of the Greatest Generation of 
Men and Women this Country has ever produced.

Our next Camp meeting on May 4th promises to be another good one with 
another wonderful speaker. I hope everyone can make it and bring your 
family and friends as we continue to do the good works of our Camp. I will 
look forward to meeting and greeting each and every one of you at our next 
Camp Meeting!

Standing with you in the Cause,
Jimmy Creech



From Our Adjutant
Compatriots and friends, 
The April 6th meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters at Anna’s Italian 
Restaurant was attended by 22 visitors, Associates and Patriots; 23 members 
were also were present, representing 43% of our membership. The Fire Eaters 
conducted the formal ceremony and swearing in to induct two new members 
into our Camp - Jeffery Seymour and Robert Fuller. The latest roster shows 
our strength at 58 Members. This allowed our Camp 6 delegates to vote on 
issues at the recent Virginia Division Convention.
There were nine proposed amendments and a resolution. The resolution 
to rescind the action by the Virginia Division Executive on June 14, 
2015 to “condemn the actions of all other organizations purporting to 
represent Southern History and the Confederate Soldier” was passed by an 
overwhelming majority. That is a victory as the original resolution had an 
adverse effect on many of our members, friends and membership strength. 
Our Camp continues to assist any reputable group who supports our efforts 
in the fight to preserve and protect our Southern Heritage, such as UDC 
Chapters, Friends of Shockoe Hill Cemetery, the Order of Confederate Rose, 
Northern Virginia Mechanized Cavalry, and the Virginia Flaggers.  Please ask 
if you want additional information on the amendments and/or the resolution. 
We would like to thank our guest speaker, Clayton Shepherd, whose 
presentation was informative and interesting. Mr. Shepard donated two 
copies of the book Incidents of My Life: Edmund Ruffin’s Autobiographical 
Essays to our Camp.  We will offer these in December at our annual Camp 
fundraising initiative. Remember, it’s not too early to be setting aside items 
you’d like to contribute! 
As mentioned by Commander Creech, projects at Oakwood Cemetery, 
Wreaths Across America and the Monument Avenue patrols continue. Please 
contact us about participating or contributing in any of these initiatives to 
honor, protect and maintain our Southern Soldiers’ cause.   
Please consider inviting potential new members, sons, grandsons, 
neighbours’, or co-workers. Our recruiting efforts are ongoing; the larger 
the Camp, the stronger the Camp. We will assist in tracing an ancestor’s 
Confederate service as well as help put together a period-limited family tree 
linking them to that ancestor. 
A brief overview of the Camp’s assets and expenses month-to-date reflect that 
we deposited $773.00, donated $875.00 to the Friends of Shockoe Cemetery 
for a grave marker and installation, acquired Camp insurance for $290.00 
(which will be a yearly expenditure), and spent $518.69 to replenish our 
inventory. Our treasury balance is now $6,152.35. Please contact me if there 
are any questions or concerns as we strive for total transparency.
This is YOUR Camp and our integrity and honor is of the utmost importance.  

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant / Treasurer

“The most effective way to 
destroy people is to deny 
and obliterate their own 
understanding of their 
history.” 

 — George Orwell

“We may be annihilated, 
but we cannot be 
conquered.” 

 — General Albert Sidney 
Johnston, C.S.A.
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Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters S.C.V. 

Camp #3000 

Jimmy Creech 
Commander 
jimmycreech@comcast.net 

Joe Howard 
1st Lt. Commander 
1stLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Rich Perez 
2nd Lt. Commander
2ndLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant/Treasurer 
804.874.5336 (Cell) 
fredmerridew@yahoo.com 

Michael Bouganim 
Chaplain 
mybouganim@gmail.com 

Jim Tingle
Sergeant at Arms 
804.292.5457 (Cell) 

Brandon White 
Quartermaster 
brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 
Judge Advocate 
john.walter.smith@gmail.com 

Marvin Stalnaker
Surgeon
mnstalnaker@verizon.net

Camp OffiCers

Upcoming Color Guard Events

May 7  - 3rd. Annual Confederate Memorial Day Service will take place at 
11 a.m. at Oakwood Cemetery in the Confederate Section, Main entrance 
address is 3101 Nine Mile Road, Richmond Virginia.
June 5  - Headstone Dedication for 12 markers for several wars will take place 
at Shockoe Cemetery at 2p.m. 300 East Bates Street, Richmond Virginia.
Any members not already on the Color Guard email list with enlisted 
uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy or Marines who would like to 
participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside headstone and Iron 
Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying the Confederate 
Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@embarqmail.com .
The Virginia Division UDC will be holding a ceremony to dedicate a 
headstone on September 11, at 2 p.m.at Loudon Park Cemetery in Baltimore 
Maryland for Katherine Mason Rowland.
 Mrs. Rowland was instrumental in organizing the 17th. Virginia Regiment 
Chapter UDC in Alexandria Virginia as well as helping organize the 
Appomattox Chapter 10. 
 It was her work that helped organized the Virginia Division.  She was also 
involved in forming the National UDC organization and served as one of the 
first elected Officers. She also was involvedr in the formation of the Maryland 
Division.
She passed away on June 29, 1916.
I would like to ask is there interest in our Color Guard in honoring Ms. 
Rowland at the ceremony by presenting our Confederate and Virginia Colors 
at this ceremony.  If a sufficient number respond in the affirmative, this event 
will be placed on our schedule of events. If not, this honor will be offered to 
Maryland units.
Joe Wright 
Color Sergeant 

New members, 
Jeffery Seymour 
and Robert Fuller 
being sworn in at 
the April meeting 
by Commander 
Creech and our 
chaplain, Boogie.



April 16 -  Iron 
Cross Ceremony 
for General John 
D. Imboden 
at Hollywood 
Cemetery 412 South 
Cherry Street, 
Richmond Virginia .


