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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner
Greetings Compatriots,
The Dog Days of Summer are upon us as the Temperatures Rise and Dew 
Points and Humidity makes it sticky outside, so does our resolve to stick to 
the Charge we have taken and Rise to every occasion to Defend the Good 
Name of the Greatest Generation of Americans 
that has ever lived in this Country, Our 
Southern American Ancestors!!!
With all the external and internal problems 
we face today as Southern Americans and our 
Nation as a whole, let us all find Peace together 
as we will only find it by turning to God for 
all the answers of Life and find a way to come 
together through his help and guidance to find 
common ground to Live in Brotherly Love and 
Harmony!!
I’d like to Thank everyone who showed up 
to the 2016 Tomato Festival this year. From 
helping on Friday in getting the tent up to the 
overwhelming amount of folks that showed 
up for Saturday’s main event and make quick 
work of helping set up the Camp and Va 
Flaggers and OCR and ANV-MC. It was Great 
to see so many people and the outpouring of support of all the Confederate 
Loving people there to assist. Despite the extremely hot and sticky conditions 
and an overall lower turnout than years past due to the heat our Southern 
Blood Boiled with excitement in being there to kick off our first Fundraising 
event of the year. There was wonderful fellowship among us all day as is 
always and the crowd was very receptive to us being there and showed there 
support throughout the day!
Now that the National Convention is over, we have a new slate of Officers at 
the National Level as this was an election Year. Fred and Judy and Susan were 
there and have much to share from the convention with us all at our next 
meeting.
Also at next meeting we will giving out the Camp Awards for the year 
so please come and support your Camp as we recognize those that have 
worked so hard this past year to make the Your Fire-eater Camp such a Huge 
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ERFE sponsored booth at the 
Hanover Tomato Festival



Mark Your Calendar

08/03/16
Fire Eaters Meeting

08/08/16
OCR Meeting

08/18/16
SCV National 
Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day 

08/20/16
King William Festival

09/16-18/16
Field Days of  the Past

Current Membership:

63 Members
  11 Associate Members
    6 Friends of the SCV

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1078 likes. Up 17 since 
last month!
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

1st Lt. Commander’s Report

Compatriots, Friends, Associates, Ladies, Guests and Prospective Members:

ORDER IN THE COURT!!  ORDER IN THE COURT!!  ORDER IN THE 
COURT!!

HERE COME DE JUDGE; HERE COME DE JUDGE; HERE COME DE 
JUDGE; ORDER IN THE COURT!!

Actually, as far as I know, there will be no judges attending our next Fire 
Eaters meeting on August 3, 2016.  I plan to check with the Judge Advocate 
to see if it is even legal for judges to attend Fire Eaters meetings!!!!!  (Based 
on some recent court decisions, well, you know!) 

DO I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION YET????!!!

If you fail to get your buns down to the August 3, 2016 Fire Eaters Meeting 
at Anna’s Italian Restaurant you will miss out on all of the festivities, 
frivolity, fun, camaraderie, hoot’in, holler’in, laughter and food of the 
renowned Fire Eaters Fellowship and Dinner hour.  Rumor has it that our 
Fun Bunch (you know who you are) was so loud and boisterous last month 
that the Governor had his State Dinner totally ruined all the way downtown 
in the Governor’s Mansion!!!  You have got to be a part of this wild event 
coming up next Wednesday right up Mechanicsville Turnpike, across from 
Lee Davis High School. During that pre-meeting hour we do not have 
Order in the Court, we are proud to have DISORDER IN THE ROOM!!!  
You have got to get in on this stuff.  Come on down and join in the fun.

Seriously, the Fire Eaters have a great time together because we enjoy 
each other’s company.  Additionally we have educational speakers making 
presentations about aspects of Southern history during and around the 
time of the War for Southern Independence.  We need to know the true 
history of the South and the Cause to be able to counter the PC stories 
that are taught in schools.  Our keynote speaker on August 3 will be Bert 
Dunkerly, of the National Park Service, talking about the battles and NPS 
battlefield parks around the Richmond area.

success!!
Our next meeting is August Third and I look forward to meeting and 
greeting each and every one you and your family and Confederate Loving 
Friends and Neighbors and Coworkers you bring with you as we all continue 
to live the Charge we took when we joined the SCV!!!

Standing with you in the Cause,

Jimmy Creech



From Our Adjutant
Fire Eaters and Friends,

The July 6th meeting of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp 3000, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, was held at Anna’s Italian Restaurant. In attendance 
were 18 Camp members and 35 visitors. The Camp’s representatives to the 
Division Executive Committee, Andrew Morehead and Johnny Neville, also 
were on hand to answer questions.  Hopefully by the end of this month, 
Compatriots that are transferring and being reinstated will be added to our 
roster. With the anticipated addition of the above mentioned our Camp will 
be 63 strong.  The latest information available reflects the SCV has 31,720 
members - up from 26,137 in 2015. The Virginia Division is the fourth largest 
with membership currently at 3,065 – an increase over 2015’s 2,866. 

The Edmund Ruffin Fire Eater Camp participated in several large events in 
July. On the 9th, we had a successful day at the Hanover Tomato Festival. 
We raised funds to help support our Camp initiatives, sparked interest in 
several potential new members, and had a great time overall.  From July 
13-16, I represented our Camp in Richardson, Texas at the 121st National 
SCV Reunion. I attended meetings, elected new leadership, went on tours, 
visited vendor booths, reunited with friends, and made new acquaintances 
to help our Cause.  The newly elected Commander in Chief is Thomas V. 
Strain Jr. and the Commander of the Army of Northern Virginia is Ronnie 
Roach. Subjects discussed included an Interstate Flag program, a Confederate 
Museum at Elm Springs, Tennessee and the Southern Baptist resolution to 

“Now, with our heritage 
being hi-jacked by those 
who would use it as the 
scapegoat for all the social 
ills in this country, and 
with the ever growing 
totalitarian bureaucracy 
(with the power of  the 
purse and sword), taking 
their side and upholding  
their politically correct 
distortions, we must know 
the truth and defend it 
with all the gifts we have 
been blessed with.    But 
we may take  heart. The 
truth cannot be killed. It 
may be buried alive, but it 
will not die.” 

 — H.V. Traywick, Jr.

“When the cause was 
lost, what cause was 
it ? Not that of the 
South only, but the 
cause of Constitutional 
Government, of the 
supremacy of law, of the 
national rights of man.” 

 — Jefferson Davis

“No people, in the 
world have ever been 
so misunderstood, so 
misjudged and so cruelly 
maligned.” 

 — Confederate General 
& Senator John B. Gordon

The members of our Camp are dedicated Sons of Confederate Veterans.  
We are fortunate to have tremendous support from the OCR members, the 
ANV Mechanized Cavalry and the Virginia Flaggers.

You really are missing out on something important and special when you 
do not attend our Camp meetings.  We need your participation and ideas 
to help us grow and continue the work needed to support the Cause, fly the 
Flag and and defeat those who want to tear down everything and anything 
Southern.

COME ON DOWN.  WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT.  YOU NEED TO 
HAVE FUN JOINING OR JUST LISTENING TO THE FIRE EATERS’ 
FUN BUNCH!!!

BE THERE AUGUST 3, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., which is when the fun starts.  
(The food is good too!)

I look forward to seeing you all then.

Joe Howard
1st Lt. Commander
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Camp OffiCers

eradicate our symbols. The SCV has proclaimed August 18th National Law 
Enforcement Day in General Order 2016-01 by Order of the Commander in 
Chief. 

We are looking for volunteers to assist in setup, manning our vendor booth 
and packing up on August 20th at the King William Event.  This was a great 
event for our Camp last year. Please contact Jimmie Creech or me about 
participating.

Our heritage is being attacked; it is your responsibility to protect it. If YOU 
do nothing or rely on someone else to do it, our heritage will be gone.

Respectfully, 

Fred Merridew 
Adjutant / Treasurer 

P.S. Fire Eaters, if your contact information has changed, please let us know!

Upcoming Color Guard Events

Any members not already on the Color Guard email list with enlisted 
uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy or Marines who would like to 
participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside headstone and Iron 
Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying the Confederate 
Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@embarqmail.com .
The Virginia Division UDC will be holding a ceremony to dedicate a 
headstone on September 11, at 2 p.m.at Loudon Park Cemetery in Baltimore 
Maryland for Katherine Mason Rowland.
Mrs. Rowland was instrumental in organizing the 17th. Virginia Regiment 
Chapter UDC in Alexandria Virginia as well as helping organize the 
Appomattox Chapter 10. 
It was her work that helped organized the Virginia Division.  She was also 
involved in forming the National UDC organization and served as one of the 
first elected Officers. She also was involved in the formation of the Maryland 
Division.
She passed away on June 29, 1916.
I would like to ask is there interest in our Color Guard in honoring Ms. 
Rowland at the ceremony by presenting our Confederate and Virginia Colors 
at this ceremony.  If a sufficient number respond in the affirmative, this event 
will be placed on our schedule of events. If not, this honor will be offered to 
Maryland units.
Joe Wright 
Color Sergeant



FI
N

D
 U

S 
O

N
 F

A
C

E 
B

O
O

K
 a

nd
 B

E 
SU

R
E 

TO
 L

IK
E 

U
S!

ht
tp

s:/
/w

w
w.

fa
ce

bo
ok

.co
m

/F
ire

Ea
te

rs
30

00

Fire Eaters In Action - Hanover Tomato Festival

SCV Reunion - Dallas, TX





“There never were such 
men in an army before. 
They will go anywhere 
and do anything if 
properly led.” 

 — Robert E. Lee 
In a letter to General John Bell Hood, 

May 21, 1863 praising his Texas 
regiments

“It is well that war is 
so terrible, else men 
would learn to love it too 
much.” 

 — Robert E. Lee

“I rely upon Texas 
Regiments in all tight 
place, and fear I have 
to call upon them too 
often. They have fought 
grandly, nobly...” 

 — Robert E. Lee



“A nation which does 
not remember what 
was yesterday, does 
not know where it is 
today.” 

 — R. E. Lee












