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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner             
It’s a New Year!  One of the standard traditions is to make resolutions to help 
you through the coming year.  This year make a resolution to support your 
Heritage and your Camp.

I hope you’ve started this resolution by attending one of the many Robert 
E. Lee - Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson Day celebrations in the area.  
Don’t forget Matthew Fontaine Maury – Pathfinder of the seas!

It’s also time to consider what events we as a Camp will participate in and 
what projects we want to support.  Bring your suggestions up at the meeting.

One of the topics for our February 
meeting will be a discussion about 
our Camp Store.  This has been 
the main source of income for our 
Camp in the past and has allowed us 
to choose more projects to support 
financially.  We need a group who will 
commit to man and maintain it as 
well as transport both the inventory 
and set up at events.  Think about this 
as we will be seeking volunteers and 
considering the need for a trailer.

A motion was passed at the January 
meeting to order 10 additional rolls 
of Heritage stickers from the Virginia 
Division SCV.  These would be in 
addition to the 5 rolls the Division 
has promised to supply our Camp.  
The order has been confirmed by the 
Division and we are just waiting for 
their delivery.

Joe Wright 
Commander
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Mark Your Calendar

1/04/2017
FireEater Meeting

1/09/2017
OCR Meeting

1/13-14/2017
Lee Jackson Weekend 
Lexington, VA with 
the VA Flaggers

Save The Date

March 2017
Clean Up Day, 
Hollywood Cemetery

May 13, 2017
Confederate Memorial 
Day - Oakwood 
Cemetery

June 2017
Jefferson Davis 
Birthday Service - 
Hollywood Cemetery

July 2017
SCV Reunion, 
Memphis, TN

1st Lt. Commander’s Report

Compatriots, Friends, Associates, Ladies, Guests and Prospective 
Members:

EVERYONE:

It is with a heavy heart, and with sorrow, anguish and despondency 
that I report to you that a totally outrageous and sneaky action by an 
anonymous deviant has some how secretly placed a Resolution for 
Impeachment of the current 1st Lt. Commander on the Agenda for 
the February 1 meeting of the Camp!!!  This can only be the work 
of some diabolical Yankee sympathizer, who must have slipped this 
unwarranted and malicious Resolution into the Agenda Package while 
the Camp Executive Committee (CEC) was tasting their mint juleps 
provided by the Jefferson Hotel in downtown Richmond, as part of 
the EC’s regular monthly retreat at their usual table at the Jefferson.  
Regardless of how this unbelievable Resolution happened, I call upon 
all of you to attend this meeting to stand up and vote the shameful 
Resolution down for good.  The only Charge in the Resolution is that 
the 1st Lt.Commander has not done anything since being elected in 
November.  Well, even so, at least I did not screw anything up!!!  I 
should be congratulated, not shamed by this ignominious Resolution.  
Besides, at some point, some where, some time, eventually I could 
possibly accomplish something.  We need a due process vote to 
forever put this malicious and defamatory matter to rest.  I must not 
lose the perks of the Office of the 1st Lt. Commander, such as the Fire 
Eater Harley, which looks so nice in my driveway next to the Fire 
Eater Red Corvette; as well as free lodging at all 5 star hotels approved 
by AAA and free meals at all 5 star restaurants approved by the 
American Restaurant Association.  To lose these perks would be an 
unconscionable tragedy for me. Therefore, I urge, beg, plead, cajole, 
entreat and supplicate each and every Fire Eater, Friend, Associate, 
Lady of the Camp, OCR member, VA Flagger, ANVMC member to 
come to this Fire Eater meeting on February 1, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. for 
the meal and 7:00 p.m. for the business meeting at Anna’s Italian 
Restaurant on Mechanicsville Turnpike, to vote down this scurrilous 
Resolution of Impeachment.  Please, please, please attend this 
meeting.  The consequence of your not attending and voting down the 
Impeachment Resolution would be that:



Current Membership:

37 Members

“Sirs, you have no reason 
to be ashamed of your 
Confederate dead; see to 
it they have no reason to 
be ashamed of you.”

 — Robert Lewis 
Dabney, Chaplain for 

Stonewall Jackson

YOU COULD BE ELECTED 1ST LT. COMMANDER!!!  
THINK ABOUT THAT!!!!

OK, EVERYONE, ALL SERIOUSNESS ASIDE, HERE ARE THE 
REAL REASONS YOU SHOULD ATTEND THE UPCOMING 
MEETING OF THE EDMUND RUFFIN FIRE EATERS CAMP 
#3000 ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2017:

FIRST:  You will be able to enjoy socializing with fellow Southerners, 
catching up with all the recent happenings that impact our Camp and 
the Southern Cause.  You will be able to break bread together with 
Compatriots, Friends, Associates, OCR members, ANVMC members 
and Ladies of the Camp, enjoying the good food at Anna’s Italian 
Restaurant.  You will be able to watch, listen to, hear and participate in 
the fantastic fun provided by the boisterous behavior and continuous 
loud laughter from that now infamous location in our Camp meeting 
room (assuming that the Instigator/Raucous Rebel Belle, Cathy 
Hendricks, is attending)!!!  You have to be there to witness this 
activity.  It is all part of the fun of being at a Fire Eater meeting.

Second:  You will hear an interesting keynote speaker make a 
presentation concerning the Southern Cause.  This month our guest 
speaker is our good friend, Bo Traywick, who lives in Richmond, 
has published at least one book about the South, and is frequently 
published in the Richmond Times Dispatch.  Bo has spoken at our 
Camp in the past, and will be presenting a new topic entitled “The 
Virginia Decision--1861”.

Finally:  We need everyone to attend the meetings to support our 
Camp in all of its activities.  There are a variety of opportunities to 
serve the Camp and gain fulfillment from your membership in the 
Camp.  Come to the meeting and see what activity interests you.

I Triple Dog Dare you to not attend this meeting!!!

Humbly, Respectfully and Reverently Submitted,

Joe Howard 
1st Lt Commander



Any members not already on the Color Guard email list with enlisted 
uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy or Marines who would 
like to participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside 
headstone and Iron Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and 
displaying the Confederate Colors in parades, please, contact me at 
varebel@embarqmail.com.

On January 14, the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Color Guard participated in 
the Lexington Virginia dedication of a ninety foot tall flag pole followed by a 
ceremony at the Stonewall Jackson gravesite and a march through town.  The 
Color Guard was very ably led by Quartermaster Brandon White.  We look 
forward to receiving a full report on these events at the February meeting.
On Sunday, January 15, there was a posting of Confederate Colors at the 
Brandy Station Fire House for the Culpeper Chapter 73, UDC Lee-Jackson 
Day Ceremony and awards presentation.  These ladies presented many awards 
to approximately two dozen children from 1st grade through 12th grade 
who provided the best drawings or essays on Confederate topics depending 
on their grade.  Among the topics covered in these awards were, The Three 
National Flags of the Confederacy, Medical Herbs used to Treat Wounds, 
General Winder at the Battle of Cedar Mountain, and Stuart’s Horse Artillery 
at Brand Station.  How good is your knowledge of any of these topics?  These 
awards go a long way in keeping knowledge of our history alive.  The topics 
for each grade come out from the Culpeper Chapter around the beginning of 
each school year in September.  Our Camp has been asked if our children or 
grandchildren would like to participate.  More information will be provided 
when available.
Upcoming Events:
 May 11 – JEB Stuart Yellow Tavern Ceremony
 May 13 – Virginia Flaggers Confederate Memorial Day at Oakwood.
Joe Wright 
Color Sergeant

Upcoming Color Guard Events
Edmund Ruffin 

Fire Eaters S.C.V. 
Camp #3000 

Joesph “Joe” Wright 
Commander 
varebel@embarqmail.com

Joe Howard 
1st Lt. Commander 
1stLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Willie Wells 
2nd Lt. Commander 
2ndLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Michael Bouganim 
Chaplain 
mybouganim@gmail.com 

Jim Tingle
Sergeant at Arms 
804.292.5457 (Cell) 

Brandon White 
Quartermaster 
brandonwhite88@gmail.com 

J. Walter Smith 
Adjutant/Treasurer/Judge 
Advocate 
JudgeAdvocate@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Camp OffiCers

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1093 likes. Up 13 since 
last month.
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org
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GRAVES & MONUMENTS COMMITTEE

Learn more about this photograph at the next meeting.

LEE-JACKSON DAY - LEXINGTON VA
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