
The FirsT shoT
Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner             

Our September meeting was held at Bass Pro Shops at 7 PM on September 
6th.   
Those that attended this meeting heard the presentation by Teresa Roane and 
Eric Richardson.  Their topic was “Confederate Pension System”.  It was an 
interactive presentation and very informative.
I hope we will have a good turn out for our October 5th meeting as our 
speaker will be Travis Toombs on the topic of “The Flags of the Confederacy”.
Don’t forget, nominations will be needed for all of the Officer positions and 
committees.  The Camp needs your talents.  Take an office or committee 
chair this coming year.
We had a very successful weekend at Field Days of the Past.  Set up was 
Thursday afternoon, September 14th for all the tents and tables for the 4 
groups in that area – Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters, Army of Northern Virginia 
Mechanized Calvary, Virginia Flaggers, and Capt. Sally Tompkins Order of 
Confederate Rose.  Sales for the Camp were 
very good being heaviest on Saturday.  More 
discussion on this will be at the October 
meeting.
Jim Tingle became the expert in applying 
T-shirt transfers, Herb Carver gave out 
more than 1,000 Heritage stickers per day 
and Tim Tuck did a great job as salesman 
on Saturday.  We also had the assistance 
of 1st Lt. Commander, Joe Howard and 
Compatriot Alvin Mills on Saturday who 
assisted as needed.
There were many conversations with our 
customers and those that stopped by 
on the current issues of the Statues and 
Monuments in both Charlottesville and 
Richmond and topics on the War itself.
There was interest in our Camp and membership and invitations giving the 
Camp meeting and location were given out.
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Compatriots, Friends, Ladies of the Camp:

This past month was a good one, with several very positive things 
happening.

First, it was very nice to have good attendance at our Camp meeting on 
September 6, with a number of members attending who had not been 
able to get to our meetings for a while.  That is always good, and offers 
the opportunity to catch up with each other.  We also had a number of 
members pay their dues, to remain in good standing, which is also good.

Second, the Camp had a great event at the Field Days of the Past.  There 
were a number of members who participated in the activities for the 

Mark Your Calendar

10/04/2017
FireEater Meeting

10/09/2017
OCR Meeting 

10/15/2017
Flag Pole Dedication, 
Riverview Cemetery 
for the UDC 
Stonewall Chapter

10/28/2017
OCR Headstone 
Dedication 
- Hollywood 
Cemetery

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1124 likes. 
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

Save The Date

12/02/2017
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade 
- 2 pm

12/03/2017
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade 
- TBA

1st Lt. Commander’s Report

The focus at this time is the Confederate Monuments in Virginia and their 
protection.

As many know, I have an interest in the actions of the SCV has taken over the 
past 20 years in the Confederate Section of Oakwood cemetery in Richmond.

An interview took place September 14th with the Director of Cemeteries of 
Richmond, a number of questions were asked.  During the interview, it was 
disclosed that the required detailed plan for the cemetery stipulated in the 
agreement between the City and the VA Division, signed last February, had 
not been provided by the Division.  As the Oakwood Restoration Committee 
Chairman was present, he was asked about the plan and responded that they 
were working on it.

To summarize the current situation at Oakwood, there is no detailed plan, 
the locations of the graves remain unknown, the names of those buried are 
unknown, and none of the funds collected from the membership have been 
used to purchase headstones for the Confederates that rest there unmarked.

Let us hope that the plight of 
these unmarked and unnamed 
Veterans will improve under the 
Division soon.

Joe Wright, Commander

Eric Richardson & Teresa Roane 
Our September Speakers
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Edmund Ruffin 
Fire Eaters S.C.V. 

Camp #3000 

Joesph “Joe” Wright 
Commander 
varebel@embarqmail.com

Joe Howard 
1st Lt. Commander 
1stLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Willie Wells 
2nd Lt. Commander 
2ndLtCommander@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Vacant 
Chaplain 
 

Jim Tingle
Sergeant at Arms 
804.292.5457 (Cell) 

Vacant 
Quartermaster 
 

J. Walter Smith 
Adjutant/Treasurer/Judge 
Advocate 
JudgeAdvocate@
EdmundRuffinFireEaters.org 

Camp OffiCers three day weekend.  It is a major production to get the tent set up with 
all of the inventory of items for sale.  Having a good number of members 
participating made it more of a fun time for everyone.  At times the 
demand for T-shirts was so great that people were literally lining up outside 
the tent.  The VA Flaggers, the Order of Confederate Rose and the Army of 
Northern Virginia Mechanized Cavalry were also represented in full force.  
It was a very nice time, in spite of the amount of work involved.  The Camp 
can be proud of the impressive trailer that Willie Wells arranged for us to 
purchase.  It is exactly what the Camp needed.

Please make every effort to attend our upcoming meeting on Wednesday, 
October 4, at the Bass Pro Shops, just south of Ashland, VA.  At this 
meeting nominations for the 2018 Camp Officers will be conducted.  
There are a wide variety of positions available, beyond the Commander, 
Lt. Commanders, Adjutant and Treasurer.  Think about where you can 
participate to fully help the Camp move forward in 2018.  The more who 
step forward to help out in one of the positions, the better our Camp will 
function.

Our speaker on October4 will be Travis Toombs, who will speak on the 
topic of “Flags of the Confederacy”.  Considering everything that is going 
on in our country at the present time, this is a timely topic, and will 
definitely provide some interesting information to us all.

See you on October 4.

Deo Vindice

Joe Howard 
1st Lt Commander



- 4 -

FI
EL

D
 D

AY
S 

O
F 

TH
E 

PA
ST



- 5 -

Color Guard Report 

Upcoming Event:

 Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2 PM, there will be a dedication of a 
Flag Pole at Riverview Cemetery.  The address is 1401 S. Randolph 
Street, Richmond, VA 23220.  This will be held in the section 
where residents of the Home for Confederate Woman were buried 
to honor these women.  This is a 20+ foot flag pole with the First 
National flag right behind the pyramid for these ladies.  This was 
donated and installed by the General Robert E. Lee Camp, SCV to 
the Chapter.  I hope we get a large Color Guard for this event.

 Saturday, October 28 at 11 AM, the Color Guard has been 
requested to provide the Colors for a headstone dedication held 
by the Capt. Sally Thompkins Chapter 2, Order of the Confederate 
Rose.  They will be honoring 12 of the girls that died at Brown’s 
Island ordinance laboratory explosion.  This is being held at 
Hollywood Cemetery.

 Sunday December 3 at 2 PM, we have been asked to lead the 
Virginia Flaggers at the Annual Mechanicsville Christmas Parade.  
This is a very Confederate friendly event and we should have a big 
turn out.

   Sunday, January 14 at 3 PM, there will be a posting of Colors 
for the Culpeper Chapter 73, UDC Lee - Jackson Ceremony.  It is 
being held at the Brandy Station Fire House.  These ladies will be 
presenting awards to school children participating in the Essay 
competition on Confederate topics. 

We are always looking for new members for the Color Guard so 
if anyone is interested in participating in the Color Guard, please 
contact me. 

Joe Wright 
Color Sergeant

Upcoming Color Guard Events

Any members not already on the Color Guard email list with enlisted 
uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy or Marines who would like to 

participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside headstone and Iron 
Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying the Confederate 

Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@embarqmail.com
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UNITED DAUGHTERS OF THE CONFEDERACY 
CULPEPER CHAPTER #73 

ESSAY/COLORING/DRAWING CONTEST  
2018 GRADES 1-2 

 
SUBMISSIONS MUST FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS TO PREVENT 

DISQUALIFICATION. 
RULES: 
PARENT’S NOTE:  PARENTS, PLEASE ASSIST YOUR STUDENT TO FOLLOW 
CLOSELY THE RULES.   
 

• Students will be provided a choice of 2 coloring sheets. 
 
COLORING SHEETS WILL NOT BE RETURNED. 

     
WINNERS ARE NOTIFIED BY MAIL ON THE BACK OF EACH ENTRY STUDENTS 
MUST 
INCLUDE THEIR NAME, GRADE, A MAILING ADDRESS OR EMAIL ADDRESS 
LEGIBLY 
PLEASE. 

 
• Student must sign drawing/essay with their NAME, include HOME ADDRESS 

PHONE NUMBER and/or email address and grade. 
 
• List title, author and page number of reference books used, on back of essay paper. 
 
• Mail drawing w/descriptive paragraph and/or essay to: 

Mrs. Robert E. Howard, 17102 Deerfield Lane, Jeffersonton, VA 22724 
QUESTIONS?  540-937-5598 or email amaleer@comcast.net  

 
• DRAWING/ESSAY MUST BE SUBMITTED BY DECEMBER 1, 2017 
• ENVELOPE MUST BE POSTMARKED BY NOVEMBER 30, 2017   TO BE 

ELIGIBLE.  
•  
• PRIZES: First Place - $50.00,   Second Place - $35.00,   Third Place - $25.00 

 
PRIZES TO BE AWARDED JANUARY   14, 2018 AT THE LEE/JACKSON EVENT 
IN CULPEPER.  WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED VIA MAIL. 

 
NOTE TO PARENTS:  WINNERS MUST RESPOND TO 
NOTIFICATION OF WINNING AND BE PRESENT ON 
JANUARY 14, 2018 TO RECEIVE THEIR AWARD.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

- -  









On Sunday, October 15, 2017 at 2 pm, there will be a dedication of a 
Flag Pole at Riverview Cemetery.  This will be held in the section where 

residents of the Home for Confederate Woman are buried to honor 
these women.  This is a 20+ foot flag pole with the First National flag 
right behind the pyramid for these ladies.  The Edmund Ruffin Fire 

Eaters will be providing the color guard for this event. Be sure to mark 
your calendars, lets have a large camp turnout for this event.


