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Commander’s Corner 		
By the time you read this edition of The First Shot, Spring will be only a
matter of weeks away. I hope you are looking forward to the many activities
in which the Camp will be participating.
S.C.V. Mission The National Organization has declared March 4 Confederate Flag Day
and the Virginia Division will hold a ceremony at Oakwood Confederate
Statement
Cemetery at 2 PM on this date.
(The “Charge”) Are you planning to attend this year’s
Virginia Division Convention on April 21“To you, Sons of
23 in South Boston? If so now is the time
Confederate Veterans,
to make your reservations.
we will commit the
vindication of the cause I am pleased that Quartermaster Brandon
White has stepped up to take on our Camp
for which we fought.
store. Our first scheduled event will be
To your strength will
the Hanover Tomato Festival in July but
be given the defense
I’m sure we will attend many other events.
of the Confederate
These events will help finance the many
soldier’s good name,
the guardianship of his projects of the Camp.
history, the emulation
We have already received the registration
of his virtues, the
request for the Field Days of the Past
perpetuation of those
which Brandon will discuss at our next
principles which he
meeting.
loved and which you
Jim Tingle has already several cemetery
love also, and those
clean-ups in Hollywood and the
ideals which made him
Confederate Section of Oakwood and will
glorious and which
bring these up at the next meeting.
you also cherish.
The membership has been invited to attend
Remember, it is your
duty to see that the true the Annual Ceremony for J E B Stuart
at Yellow Tavern memorial held by the
history of the South
Richmond-Stonewall Jackson Chapter of
is presented to future
the UDC on May 11 at 11 AM.
generations.”
I expect to receive more invitations
and requests for ceremonies as Spring
Lt. General Stephen Dill
Lee, Commander General, progresses and will pass these along as I
United Confederate
receive them.
Veterans, New Orleans,
Jim Tingle being presented the SCV
Louisiana, April 25, 1906 Joe Wright
Commander
War Service Metal in Vietnam.

Mark Your Calendar

1st Lt. Commander’s Report

Compatriots, Friends, Ladies of the Camp:
Can you believe it is time to get ourselves out of the February Funk and out
to the Fire Eater March 1 Meeting?
3/01/2017
Yep! It is that time again. The Fire Eaters will convene at 6:00 p.m.
Clean up at Oakwood
on Wednesday, March 1, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. for Dinner at Anna’s Italian
Cemetery (time TBA)
Restaurant on Mechanicsville Pike for dinner, with Formal Business
Meeting to follow at 7:00 p.m. Commander Joe Wright has promised an
3/13/2017
eventful and exciting meeting, as usual! So come on down.
OCR Meeting
If you can believe it, there are some members of the Camp who are not
3/14/2017
regularly attending our action packed, fun, frolic and festivities meetings.
Clean up at
I have spoken with numerous absentee members about attending our
Hollywood Cemetery meetings. Here are the Top 10 Reasons For Not Attending Fire Eater
(time TBA)
Meetings, as given to me in confidence:
1. “I do not like to have fun.”
2. “I hate to hear laughter”.
3. “I hate to see others having fun”.
4. “I hate to enjoy a great meal of Italian Food”.
5. “I cannot stand frivolous and boisterous behavior”.
6. “I do not like to learn about the War for Southern Independence”.
Save The Date
7. “I do not like to hear interesting and informed speakers”.
8. “I do not like to socialize and fellowship with nice southern men
May 11, 2017
and women”.
JEB Stuart Yellow
9. “My wife is requiring me to clean out my closet on the first
Tavern Ceremony Wednesday of every month”.
Color Guard
10. “I have no interest in hearing anything that our scandalous 1st Lt.
Commander has to say”.
May 13, 2017
Confederate Memorial Can you believe such reactions? The only one I can believe is Number 10,
Day, Oakwood
because I have to agree with that one.
3/01/2017
FireEater Meeting

Cemetery - VA
Flaggers

June 2017
Jefferson Davis
Birthday Service Hollywood Cemetery
July 2017
SCV Reunion,
Memphis, TN

HERE ARE SOME OF THE REAL REASONS YOU ABSOLUTELY
NEED TO ATTEND OUR MARCH 1 FIRE EATER MEETING:
You will have fun; you will enjoy the fellowship with other southerners;
you will laugh (good for your health); you will enjoy a great Italian Dinner;
you will see Compatriots, Friends, Ladies of the Camp and guests having
fun together; you will witness frivolous and boisterous behavior (and there
is no telling what “THE INSTIGATOR” will instigate); you will hear an
interesting and knowledgeable speaker to learn about Southern culture and
events during the War for Southern Independence; you might witness the
impeachment of the 1st Lt. Commander; and Sonny Fauver has agreed to
clean out everyone’s closet on the day after the Meeting!
Our speaker for the evening will be Art Taylor. Mr. Taylor is a native of
Richmond, VA, and is a historian familiar with the 1860s in Virginia. He
will speak on a wide variety of events that occurred in and around Hanover
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County during the War years. It should be interesting and informative.
We are still looking for the Camp Harley, which went missing from
my driveway some time before the last meeting. We will pursue the
perpetrator vigorously to the full extent possible; and anyone with any
suspects in mind should contact the Camp Commander immediately.
(Cathy Hendricks immediately comes to my mind!) The Camp Corvette
will be brought to the Meeting, per the instructions of the Camp
Commander.
One final note: If we do not have a quorum at the meeting, the Camp will
not be allowed to vote on the impeachment of the 1st Lt. Commander! So
stay home and clean out your closets!!!!!
See you Wednesday, March 1 for the Festivities that are the Hallmark of
Fire Eater Camp Meetings.
Joe Howard
1st Lt Commander

GRAVES & MONUMENTS COMMITTEE
Calling All Compatriots! The camp will be doing clean up at Oakwood Cemetery
on March 1, 2017 (tentative date) and at Hollywood Cemetery on March 14 ,2017
(confirmed date). Exact times for each clean to be announced.
We are looking for as many volunteers as possible. Let’s roll our sleeves up and
make this a huge success.
All pickups, dump trucks & trailers are welcome that can be used to haul alway the
debris that we clear away from Oakwood Cemetery. We will not need to haul any
debris from Hollywood Cemetery.
Here is a list of tools that will be need during the clean up. Please bring what you
are able to help us get the job done!
Chain saws (fuel, oil,
gauge, files, screwdriver,
wrench, ear & eye
protection)
Gloves
Bow saws
Pole saws
Speed saws
Pruning saw
Hedge shears
Pruning shears
Lopping shears
Axe and or Hatchet
Pick stick
String & saw trimmers
Leaf blowers
Rakes (hard and leaf)
Pitchforks will be of help

Old tarps
Bush Axe
Brooms - Push &
sweeping
5 gallon buckets (4)
Extend-A-Grip (4)

Don’t forget your the
protective gear!
Safety glasses
Ear protection
Thick sole work boots
Work gloves

Hollywood Cemetery Soldiers Section W

FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000

Upcoming Color Guard Events
Any members not already on the Color Guard email list with enlisted
uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy or Marines who would like
to participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside headstone
and Iron Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying
the Confederate Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@
embarqmail.com.
At this time, there is not a lot that is scheduled for the Color Guard. As Spring
approaches, I am sure that this will change.
The Richmond-Stonewall Jackson Chapter, UDC has asked that we provide a
Color Guard for the flag pole dedication ceremony which is at the monument
to those ladies from the Women’s Confederate Home buried in Riverview
Cemetery. This will be in the Spring but no date has been established as yet.
As soon as the flag pole is installed, this date will be set.
As I am anticipating the growth of the Color Guard, I have obtained a number
of additional flag staffs and am in the process of researching and ordering
appropriate flags.
If anyone is interested in participating in the Color Guard, please contact me
Upcoming Events:
May 11 – JEB Stuart Yellow Tavern Ceremony
May 13 – Virginia Flaggers Confederate Memorial Day at Oakwood.
Joe Wright
Color Sergeant

By: Teresa Roane

Minorities in the Confederate Military

Black Confederate History Month

Historians systematically have tried to erased or suppress the history of Black
Confederates for decades, but yet it cannot be denied. Published books about it exist
but the majority of modern historians have dismissed the evidence. The main issue
is how one defines the Cause of the War Between the States. Modern historians
ascribe the Cause to simply Slavery. This is the only War in human history that has
one cause. If the War was about slavery, then how can People of Color who served in
the Confederate military fit this narrative? Historians will respond that the men and
women were forced. It is true that many were impressed. However, the conscription
act will draft many into service with the Confederate military as well as the Union.
The next argument is if these men wore a confederate uniform, then they were
passing for White. That conclusion does not work because the Appomattox parole
list records the complexion of the men went from light to dark.
However let us go back to the argument about muster rolls and payment. The
compiled Confederate service records located at the National Archives consist
of information from muster rolls. One can find records of combat support and
combatants. Years ago one had to go to Washington, DC or perhaps examine copies
of the records from a state archives. Nowadays, the website service Fold3 has made
the information accessible to the public.
Thank goodness for Quartermasters! These men exists because of their paperwork.
They had great handwriting which I love as an Archivist. Their records are easy
to read and they are the bean counters for the military: Quartermasters recorded
the reasons for pay. It was very important to keep track of the salaries of the
combat support in the military. Why? They were paid more than the Privates.
For example: Fortification workers made $15.00 per month, assistant Cooks also
made $15.00 while Chief Cooks earned $20.00 per month. Laundresses were paid
$10.00 to $11.00 as a base pay and then they charged for each piece of clothing that
they washed. The proof can be found on pay rolls at any archives that contained
Confederate Quartermaster records. Please note that a portion of the salary went to
the owners of the enslaved; however extra duty pay went directly to the person who
did the work. Free People of Color received the same pay as the owners. Privates
made $11.00 to $13.00 per month. One service record intrigued me- George
Washington, a Colored Porter earned $30.00 per month. Confederate Congress
increased his pay to $40.00! How interesting! Let me repeat one more time that a
Private earned $11.00 to $13.00 per month.
In conclusion, help me to understand why is
it that that Men of Color who served in the
United States Colored Troops who had the same
military occupation specialty such as musicians,
cooks and body servants as their Colored
Confederate counterparts are considered to be
soldiers while the Confederates are not? It would
appear that a reappraisal of People of Color’s
role in the Confederacy deserves the respect
as their USCT counterparts. The Confederate
military recognized the skills and were willing
to compensate their combat support personnel.
In the early 20th century, almost all the former
Confederate States provided provisions of these
people’s service by granting pensions.

