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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner             

Hello everyone this month is Confederate history month. I hope 
you have had time to reflect on the sacrifices that were made by 
a group of soldiers that loved their States and Freedom. These 
soldiers fought knowing the odds were against them. They stopped 
and defeated them when everything was against them. I am so 
proud of them and their courage that was shown time and again, 
Bull Run, Fredericksburg, The Wilderness, Chancellorsville and so 
many more. Today their memory is under attack. We must never 
give in, NEVER!

At the last meeting we had a great speaker Scott Williams who 
spoke about the Battle at Trent’s Reach this was a Naval battle on 
the James River. It was a very good subject and was enjoyed by all. 
During the business part of the meeting we worked on the details 
of the raffle and it was decided that Walter Smith and I would have 
a working dinner to finish the details.

Next month we have Confederate Memorial Day Ceremony at 
Oakwood Cemetery the 11th of May 11:00 am. I hope everyone 
can attend. A lot of work has been done at Oakwood to clear brush 
away so that the graves can be located. The last day was April 24th. 
I want to thank all that was involved with this. We will be ready for 
the Ceremony! 

Thanks 

Tim Tuck Commander 
Edmund Ruffin Fire eaters Camp 3000
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FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000
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Judge Moore distributed a carefully and thoughtfully written 9-page 
letter opinion dated April 25, 2019 stating that Plaintiffs have won 
their partial summary judgment: the Lee and Jackson statues in 
Charlottesville, Virginia are monuments covered under Virginia 
Statute §15.2-1812:

“Upon a full consideration of the matter, I find that there is no other 
reasonable conclusion but that these statues are monuments and 
memorials to Lee and Jackson, as Generals of the Confederate States 
of America, and that as such they are monuments or memorials to 
veterans of one of the wars listed in Va. Code §15.2-1812. I find this 
conclusion inescapable. It is the very reason the statues have been 
complained about from the beginning. It does no good pretending.”

“I do not believe that any reasonable, rational fact finder could find 
that these two statues are not monuments or memorials to two 
Confederate Generals from Virginia and as such to veterans of the 
American Civil War, or the War Between the States, one of the conflicts 
listed in the statute. No additional evidence is necessary or would be 
helpful in further considering this issue.”

“Therefore, in conclusion, I find that both statues are monuments and 
memorials to veterans of the War Between the States, as mentioned 
in Virginia Code §15.2-1812, and am granting Plaintiffs’ Motion for 

Partial Summary Judgment as to these two statues 
each being a monument or memorial to a veteran 
of the Civil War, or the War Between the States.”

“But this is the only motion I am ruling on at this 
time, in this letter. There are still several other 
issues remaining in the case. So this does not mean 
that Plaintiffs will prevail simply because I find that 
these statues are monuments and memorials as 
referred to by the statute. I have simply concluded 
that there is no point in putting this determination 
off any longer. They are what they obviously are, 
and I am just calling them what they in fact are. 
The purpose of a Motion for Partial Summary 
Judgment is to prevent the expenditure of time, 
energy, and expense on a futile point, on a matter 
that is self-evident, and on which no additional 
evidence can change the outcome. This is such a 
situation.”

Source: Judge Richard E. Moore Opinion Letter 
dated April 25, 2019
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Jim  Tingle accepting the Outstanding 
Camp Award on behalf of the Edmund 
Ruffin Fire Eaters.

Jim Tingle with SCV Commander-in-
Chief, Paul C. Gramling Jr.

VIRGINIA REUNION 
2019
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Hello Compatriots and friends,

As you may or may not know, 
the ERFE graves & monuments 
committee volunteers have 
been working in row A of 
the Confederate section 
of Oakwood Cemetery, to 
remove ground brush in order 
to get a good GPR reading. 
We completed 3/4 of the job, 
however, having limited man 
power and lack of the proper 
equipment, as well as red tape, 
we will not have row A brush 
free in time for the GPS.

I, for one, am vary proud of 
what we have accomplished to 
this point.

To the men of the ERFE Graves 
& Monuments Committee 
Volunteers, I salute your fidelity 
to the troops and to the charge.

Chair Jim Tingle 
ERFE Graves & Monuments 
Committee Volunteers
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Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1355 likes. 
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

Adopt-A- Highway Clean Up



- 6 -

After the storms of Friday April 19th, Saturday 
was clear and bright with a strong breeze, 
perfect for the Robert E. Lee Camp 1589’s 
dedication for 11 Veterans Administration 
headstones at Hollywood Cemetery for 
Confederate Veterans.

After distributing flags, harness and gloves to 
the eight member Color Guard, Camp Chaplin 
“Boogie” Bougnim led the unit in prayer.

Greetings were brought by Virginia Flaggers 
founder Susan Frise, Virginia Division United 
Daughters of the Confederacy President 
Ginger Stephens, and Virginia Division Sons 
of Confederate Veterans Commander Johnny 
Neville.

The speaker was U.D.C. Archivist Ms. Teresa 
Roane on ‘We are living the Charge”. There 
were some issues with the sound system, but she made herself heard.

The musket salute was provided by the Capt. William Latane’ Camp 1690 
Honor Guard. After second salute, the ceremony was disrupted by security, 
who was not aware the organizers had permission to fire the muskets. After 
a few minutes the ceremony and the salutes continued and Piper Major 
David Hinton played Amazing Grace. After closing remarks by Robert E. 
Lee Camp Commander Eric Richardson, the Color Guard retired. And a 
Benediction was given.

1st Corp. Color Guard EventsMark Your Calendar

05/01/2019
ERFE Meeting

05/13/2019
OCR Meeting

SAVE THE DATES
05/11/2019

Confederate 
Memorial Day, 
Oakwood Cemetery 
11 am

06/22/2019
TENTATIVE: 
Edmund Ruffin 
Headstone 
Rededication 

07/20/2019
1st Manassas 
Ceremony, 10 am, 
Manassas Battlefield 
Park

12/01/2019
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade, 2 
pm Mechanicsville 
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Any members not 
already on the Color 
Guard email list with 
enlisted uniforms of the 
Confederate Army, Navy 
or Marines who would 
like to participate in 
honoring Confederate 
Soldiers at graveside 
headstone and Iron 
Cross dedications, 
Monument Dedications 
and displaying the 
Confederate Colors 
in parades, please, 
contact me at varebel@
embarqmail.com

Next Event: 
• We have the honor of providing the Colors for the sixth annual 

Memorial Day Ceremony sponsored by the Virginia Flaggers at 
Oakwood Confederate Cemetery in Richmond, VA on May 11 at 11 
a.m.  We will be honoring 12 to13 thousand Confederates at their final 
resting locations. Hope we have good weather and a large turnout.

Upcoming Events: 

• July 20, Saturday 10: A.M. 1st. Manassas Ceremony. Sponsored by the 
Virginia Division United Daughters of the Confederacy, Manassas 
Battlefield Park, Posting of Colors.

• July 27 Saturday at 11:30 A.M. Headstone dedication for Pvt. 
Benjamin Riddle of the 38th. Virginia Infantry Company H.  Mill 
Creek Baptist Church, 3720 Chalk Level Road Chatham, Virginia 
24531. Color Guard event.

• December 1, Sunday 2 P.M   Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, Color 
Guard event.

• The Headstone of our Camp’s namesake, Edmund Ruffin rededication.  
Graves Committee Chairman, Jim Tingle, has asked that a 
rededication ceremony be held.  A date for this will be provided when 
determined. Color Guard event.

• In the spring there will be several Headstones dedicated in Furrum 
Virginia. Color Guard event.

Please mark your calendars so you do not miss these events.

Color Sergeant,
Joe Wright



Join the Confederate Legion
Make Dixie Great Again 

OPEN TO ALL
(No Confederate Ancestry Required)

Membership in the Legion supports the Southern Victory Campaign 

Objectives include:
• Rebuilding public support for the principles of liberty that  America’s 

founding fathers gave us.
• Rebuilding respect for the Confederate States of America that preferred 

to leave the Union rather than abandon the principles of liberty as the 
Northern states were doing under Leftist influences of the day.

Products, tools and services supporting the campaign are being developed by the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans for deployment through this website. Direct action 
by the SCV is one prong of the offensive. A second prong includes action by people 
such as yourself, acting alone or through any honorable organization, including the 
camps of the SCV.

Confederate Legion membership dues and donations are used almost exclusively 
for a two-thrust marketing and public relations effort which is part of the Southern 
Victory Campaign led by the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

To join the Confederate Legion electronically, go to https://bit.ly/2Ctjvew
To join the Confederate Legion by mail, see next page.

https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com




