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Newsletter of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000

S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner             

Hello everyone it’s been another hot month as usual. I’m listening to 
thunder outside. I’m at the campground inside our camper out of the 
weather. Our brave Southern Soldiers were not so lucky, enduring 
thunder storms, hail, wind and snow. Yet they fought on. When you 
here a storm think of them!
We had our booth setup at New 
Kent County Fair and did well for 
the location and the crowd size. The 
reception was pretty good, most people 
welcomed us. I would like to say 
thanks to all who came out and helped 
to make it happen.
We had a guest at our last meeting 
named Eddie Corley. He is a good 
friend and is interested in SCV and our 
Camp. He gave us a poem that his late 
father wrote that is great and I believe 
it will be in the news letter. Hope it 
touches you as it did me!
We have the raffle drawing at our 
September meeting. It will be done by 
our guest speaker which will be Susan 
Frise! I can’t wait to hear what she has in 
store for us. This will be a great meeting 
and I encourage everyone to attend.
There is a possible event to attend that 
we are invited to on the same weekend 
that field days is happening. We will discuss this then. See y’all at the 
meeting.

Timothy W. Tuck
Commander
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FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000

THE FLAG
A poor Virginia farmer
was my grandpa so they say.
When Virginia called, he parked his plow
and donned a suit of gray.

He never hated anyone
and never owned a slave,
but his country’s flag he cherished
and followed to his grave.

He always was a quiet man,
till he learned the rebel yell.
But my grandma’s name was on his lips
at Shiloh when he fell.

Though his cause has been lost for many years,
his spirit lives in me.
I’m proud to fly the stars and bars
for all the world to see.

I’m proud to be an American
and of my Southern State.
My pride in this flag is heritage
and has nothing to do with hate.

- G. W. Corley
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Our compatriot, Jim Tingle, Tim Tuck, Boogie, Joe Howard, 
Charles Martin and Willie Wells manned the booth for this two-
day event at the New Kent County Fair. We were a welcomed 
vendor at this event and look forward to attending again in the 
future. Our t-shirts were a popular item. 
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Sunday, August 18,2 019 - New Kent 
County Fair

Our FireEaters jumped in and helped 
out with the breaking down of a very 
large canopy after the completion 
of the event. Special thanks to 
Commander Tuck and Army of 
Northern Virginia Mechanized 
Cavalry Commander, Major Willie 
Wells for their assistance.

Submitted by Jim Tingle.



NAUGHTY PHANTOM 
OR NICE PHANTOM?

As y’all know from spending hours upon hours in studying the last First 
Shot Newsletter, the Phantom has reappeared.  Last month the Phantom 

used every conceivable threat to convince members of the Edmund 
Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000 to attend the monthly meetings.  
Unfortunately, when members of the Camp learned that the 
Phantom was back and was issuing threats of bodily harm for 
members who failed or refused to attend the monthly meetings, 

they had a panic attack and went into hiding, barricading 
themselves in bunkers, armed with various types of weapons.  
From these bunkers absentee members started a social media 
campaign against the Phantom for his allegedly heavy 
handed approach to increase attendance.  Can you believe 
these wimps are such wusses that they would initiate this 
disreputable and despicable strategy to defend themselves 
from poor to zero attendance, by besmirching the 
character of the humble Phantom?  

As a result of this unwarranted intrusion into the 
Phantom’s most excellent strategy for increasing 
Camp meeting attendance, the Phantom has devised 
a new tactic to overcome all of the moaning, bleating, 

complaining and character assassination by those 
responsible for the attacks on the venerable Phantom.

Here is the new strategy to encourage all members to 
attend Camp Meetings:

PLEASE COME TO THE MEETING ON 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 AT 7:00 P.M. AT 
THE BASS PRO SHOPS ON LAKERIDGE 

PARKWAY, ASHLAND, VA; PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, 
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PRETTY 

PLEASE, PRETTY PLEASE, PRETTY PLEASE, PRETTY 
PLEASE, PRETTY PLEASE, PRETTY PLEASE, PRETTY 
PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH 
ICE CREAM ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM ON 
TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM ON TOP, PRETTY 
PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH 
ICE CREAM AND A CHERRY ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE 

WITH ICE CREAM AND A CHERRY ON TOP, PRETTY 



PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM AND A CHERRY ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH ICE 
CREAM AND A CHERRY ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM AND A 
CHERRY ON TOP, PRETTY PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM AND A CHERRY ON TOP, 
PRETTY PLEASE WITH ICE CREAM AND A CHERRY ON TOP.
WE BEG YOU, WE PLEAD WITH YOU, WE ENTREAT YOU, WE SUPPLICATE YOU, WE CAJOLE 
YOU TO COME TO THE NEXT CAMP MEETING, BECAUSE WE NEED YOU, WE WANT YOU, 
WE LOVE YOU SO MUCH, THAT YOU ABSOLUTELY MUST HONOR THIS MOST SERIOUS 
REQUEST.

Reasons to attend the September 4 Camp Meeting:

The drawing of the Raffle Tickets to determine the winners of the three prizes being offered will be held, 
and you could be a winner (but only if you bought or will buy a ticket).

You get to mingle, socialize and fellowship with like-minded southern guys (Note:  I did not say 
“gentlemen”).

The TV shows on Wednesday night suck.

There is free admission and free parking.

You can get your picture taken for the First Shot Newsletter and we guarantee that Facial Recognition 
technology will not be able to trace your previous identities.

The evil curse that was put on the head of all Camp members who have a previous history of 
absenteeism will be officially removed by the Phantom.

You can bring your family, friends and neighbors and even total strangers to enjoy 
the event.

You can take your wife, girlfriend and anyone you meet on the street or in the 
parking lot to dinner at the onsite restaurant (ask for waitress Amanda, who 
gives special attention to Phantom Pfans).

There are no lines and no waiting to be seated at Camp Meetings.

Your family does not need to worry about you while you are attending 
Camp Meetings because most members attend these Meetings packing 
heat.

Ok guys, there you have it:  Reasons to attend the next Camp Meeting 
and the latest strategy by the Phantom to softly and earnestly encourage 
you to attend.

With utmost sincerity, I remain, 

The kinder and gentler Phantom,

Fire Eater Phantom
P.S. In short, BE THERE!
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On Saturday, July 27, the weather was a typical warm summer 
morning.  We arrived at the Mill Creek Church Cemetery in 
Chatham an hour prior to the commencement of the ceremony 
to dedicate a Veteran Administration supplied headstone for Pvt. 
Benjamin Riddle of the 38th Virginia Infantry, Company H.  Pvt. 
Riddle had received a wound on May 16, 1864 at a battle near 
Drewry’s Bluff but lingered until July 25 before he died.

I was very pleased to find that we had a nine man Color Guard for 
this event.  Flags, flag harnesses, and white gloves were handed out 
to the members then we went over what we would be doing.  This 
event debuted the Navy and Marine Corp. Flags for the first time.  
All of the units involved in this ceremony worked harmoniously 
with each other which took much of the tension common to many 
events away.  This was great especially for me.  This was a truly 
great event!

The Honor Guard stepped out and presented arms as the Color 
Guard marched to its designated location.  After the Pledges and 
Salutes, the Color Guard posted their flags and retired until the 

1st Corp. Color Guard EventsMark Your Calendar

09/04/2019
ERFE Meeting 

099/0/2019
ERFE Meeting

SAVE THE DATES 

10/19/2019
Adopt-A-Highway 
Clean up, 9 am.

12/01/2019
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade, 2 
pm Mechanicsville 
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Our Camp has supplied a Color Guard at headstone and Iron Cross ceremonies, 
Memorial Events, and parades to honor Confederate soldiers. Any members not already 

on the Color Guard email list with enlisted uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy 
or Marines who would like to participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside 

headstone and Iron Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying the 
Confederate Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@embarqmail.com

end of the presentation by Pastor Larry 
Owen, great-great grandson of Pvt. Riddle.  
We returned to provide Colors for the wreath 
presentation and musket and cannon salutes 
(there were two Mountain Howitzers) and a 
Bugler playing Taps.  Pastor Owen gave the 
Benediction to end the ceremony.

We then proceeded to the Sheva Church of 
Christ about a mile away.  The Church ladies 
filled up tables of the best Southern dishes in 
abundance and plenty to satisfy our thirst.  
No one walked away hungry.

Upcoming Events Schedule:

• December 1, Sunday 2 pm  Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, 
Color Guard event.

• In the fall there will be several Headstones dedicated in 
Furrum Virginia. Color Guard event.

Please mark your calendars so you do not miss these events.

Joe Wright, Color Sergeant 

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1348 likes. 
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

My heartfelt thanks go out to all the 
participants in this ceremony.  It was one of 
the most harmonious ceremonies I have ever 
participated in with the cooperation between 
all of the various units that had part in this.

The weather could have been a bit cooler but 
the day was beautiful.

The church ladies after the ceremony put 
out a spread that only Southern women are 
capable of.
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1st prize AR-15 or $500
(WINNERS’ CHOICE)

2nd prize $200 | 3rd prize $100

RAFFLE TICKETS

Drawing will be held at 
the camp meeting on 
September 4, 2019.

Winner need not be present to win.

$1000



Join the Confederate Legion
Make Dixie Great Again 

OPEN TO ALL
(No Confederate Ancestry Required)

Membership in the Legion supports the Southern Victory Campaign 

Objectives include:
• Rebuilding public support for the principles of liberty that  America’s 

founding fathers gave us.
• Rebuilding respect for the Confederate States of America that preferred 

to leave the Union rather than abandon the principles of liberty as the 
Northern states were doing under Leftist influences of the day.

Products, tools and services supporting the campaign are being developed by the 
Sons of Confederate Veterans for deployment through this website. Direct action 
by the SCV is one prong of the offensive. A second prong includes action by people 
such as yourself, acting alone or through any honorable organization, including the 
camps of the SCV.

Confederate Legion membership dues and donations are used almost exclusively 
for a two-thrust marketing and public relations effort which is part of the Southern 
Victory Campaign led by the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

To join the Confederate Legion electronically, go to https://bit.ly/2Ctjvew
To join the Confederate Legion by mail, see next page.

https://www.makedixiegreatagain.com




