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S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner             

Hello everyone, the month of September is winding down and 
fall is approaching. We have just past the 157th anniversary of the 
bloodiest battle of the war of northern aggression Antietam. Every 
man did his part to the fullest the day of the battle. From the men 
who held the sunken road bed to General Longstreet Holding the 
horses of some of his staff so 
they could man artillery pieces. 
Courage was a common event that 
day. As was selfless devotion.
We held a raffle last month for an 
AR 15 and two cash prizes. It went 
well. The winner was Larry Inge, 
second prize was Teresa Wells, 
and third prize went to Sid Lester, 
congratulations to the winners. 
Susan Lee gave a wonderful talk on 
the Flaggers from the beginning 
to the present as well as what 
motivated her to start it.
This month will be the Virginia 
Flaggers picnic at Hickory Hill 
plantation. I can’t wait to go. 
Also, we have had to move our 
October meeting to the ninth because of a conflict that Bass Pro 
has on the original Date. So put this on your calendar. Hope to see 
everyone at the meeting on October the ninth.
Timothy W. Tuck 
Commander
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FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000

MEETING DATE CHANGE TO

oCToBer 9Th
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THE PHANTOM 
HAS MYSTERIOUSLY DISAPPEARED

I regret to inform the throngs of Phantom worshipers that The Phantom 
has disappeared into the night without warning.  ONLY THE PHANTOM 

KNOWS WHERE THE PHANTOM GOES!  Of course it is not unusual 
for phantoms to disappear; that is what phantoms do best.  However, this 
is THE PHANTOM, OUR PHANTOM, and there is legitimate concern 
about this mysterious disappearance, particularly as he has announced his 
candidacy for multiple offices in the upcoming Virginia State Elections in 
November.  Why now, we ask, did this disappearance occur?

Who am I making this troublesome report?  I am THE BUZZARD, 
erstwhile sidekick and confidant of The Phantom.  Even I, a trusted 
companion, do not know the whereabouts of The Phantom.

However, prior to his untimely disappearance, The Phantom 
commissioned me to offer his Utmost Hearty Congratulations 
to the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000 of the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans for their most excellent performance 
during this past year.  It is noteworthy how well the Camp has 
been successful in public events, such as the Tomato Festival and 
New Kent County Fair, as well as the Swap Meet.  The Camp’s 

Raffle Project was carried off with enthusiasm and resulted 
in a very positive outcome.  It is important for the Camp to 
continue its public appearances to keep the face of the Camp 
out there so the community can be aware that honoring our 
ancestors who are Confederate Veterans will not stop, even 
in the face of shameful opposition, which includes illegal 
activity, such as desecration of Confederate Monuments and 
headstones.  The Phantom urges the Edmund Ruffin Fire 

Eaters to continue its good work of preserving the true history of the South 
and honoring all Confederate ancestors.

In particular, The Phantom congratulates those stalwart members of the 
Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp who have achieved this success over the past 
year, as mainstays of the activities of the Camp, including Tim Tuck, Walter 
Smith, Joe Wright, Jim Tingle, Willie Wells, Al Mills, Charlie Martin and 
“Boogie” Bouganim.  These individuals are the heart and soul of the Camp and 
are responsible for achieving the goals of the Camp in all its various activities.

To honor the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp, the Phantom has authorized 
the issuance of the revered and much sought after Phantom Award of Merit, 
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consisting of a replica of the Phantom’s own Victory Lance, with oak 
leaf cluster, to the Camp and its steadfast members.  This Phantom 
Award of Merit is seldom bestowed and it is a rare occasion and an 
honor indeed for me to be allowed to make this announcement on 
behalf of The Phantom. 

The Phantom urges the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000 to 
continue its fine work with diligence in the coming year, to keep the 
Camp’s face before the community and engage in multiple activities.

When will The Phantom return to admonish and encourage everyone 
in his path?  NO ONE KNOWS WHENCE HE COMETH AND 
WHERE HE GOETH.  ONLY THE PHANTOM KNOWS WHERE 
THE PHANTOM GOES.

Congratulations Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000!  Keep up the 
great work!

THE BUZZARD

Mark Your Calendar

10/09/2019 
DATE CHANGE

ERFE Meeting 

10/14/19
OCR Meeting

10/19/2019
Adopt-A-Highway 
Clean up, 9 am.

SAVE THE DATES 

11/09/2019
Flag Pole dedication, 
1749 Boydton Plank 
Road, Petersburg
Color Guard Event 

12/01/2019
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade, 2 
pm Mechanicsville 
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The General Stuart Chapter 2195 of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy contacted us last month asking if we could provide the 
Colors for a headstone and Iron Cross ceremony. They had planned for 
September 8th at Hollywood Cemetery in Richmond Virginia for Lt. 
Thomas V. Fitzhugh of Company H. of the 17th Virginia Infantry. Of 
course, we accepted.
We arrived about 1 p.m. on the day of the ceremony and I proceeded 
to take out my electric drill and bit and started to drill to install the flag 
ground stakes, pass out carry harness, gloves and flags. We went over 
the line of March and the movements to be carried out.
At about 2 p.m. the ceremony commenced, we marched to our 
positions and presented the Colors for the Pledge of Allegiance, the 
Star Spangled Banner, the Salute to the Flag of Virginia,  “Carry me 
back to old Virginny”, and The Salute to the Confederate Flag and 
the singing of “Dixie”. At this point the Color Guard retired. After 
the introduction of guests and greetings the Color Guard reformed 
and with Color flying led the procession about 100 yards to the grave 
site of Lt. Fitzhugh. The covers were removed for both the headstone 
and the Iron Cross. A marker and Iron Cross dedication was read 
by Chapter President Ms. Sharon Loving, a memorial was read by 

1st Corp. Color Guard Events
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Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1347 likes. 
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org

Mrs. Sandy Krajacich, and Memorial read by Mrs. Vial. After the 
Benediction the Color Guard retired. Refreshments were provided 
and several attendees approached us and expressed appreciation for 
our participation in honoring this soldier.
In expanding the Color Guard, I realized that additional flags would be 
required. I recently ordered a custom Georgia State and sewn Louisiana 
Republic Flags. These should make a nice addition to our formal flag 
collection. In addition I ordered Texas and South Carolina flags for 
our Foul weather collection as they are made of polyester. I hope that 
in the future we will have a flag for every state that provided troops for 
the Army of Northern Virginia. I hope soon to have additional Ground 
stakes for Posting the flags during ceremonies and will look into 
additional carry harnesses.
On a non-Color Guard topic, I received a phone call from Virginia 
Division Commander Johnny Neville. He stated that the Virginia 
Division Restoration Committee had a headstone and that two 
members of the Committee had gone out to Oakwood to install it, 
found the location that they had chosen had a tree on it. They decided 
to place the headstone on another soldier’s grave in Section C, Row C, 
grave 9. The Headstone was for Pvt. John B. Duncan Company G of the 
30th North Carolina. The Division Commander attended our Camp 
meeting and the issue was discussed. At the conclusion, with a smile, he 
stated he would take no action. If anyone has information of who the 
Confederate soldier is that is buried in this grave location, I would be 
interested in that information. 
Upcoming Events schedule:

• November 9, Saturday 10 P.M. Flag Pole dedication. 1749 
Boydton Plank Road. Petersburg, Va. Color Guard event.

• December 1, Sunday 2 P.M   Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, 
Color Guard event.

• In the fall there will be a Headstone dedication in Furrum, 
Virginia for 5 Veterans. Color Guard event.

Please mark your calendars so you do not miss these events.
Color Sergeant, 
     Joe Wright

Our Camp has supplied a Color Guard at headstone and Iron Cross ceremonies, 
Memorial Events, and parades to honor Confederate soldiers. Any members not already 

on the Color Guard email list with enlisted uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy 
or Marines who would like to participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside 

headstone and Iron Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying the 
Confederate Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@embarqmail.com


