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S.C.V. Mission 
Statement 

(The “Charge”)

“To you, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, 
we will commit the 
vindication of the cause 
for which we fought. 
To your strength will 
be given the defense 
of the Confederate 
soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his 
history, the emulation 
of his virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 
principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made him 
glorious and which 
you also cherish. 
Remember, it is your 
duty to see that the true 
history of the South 
is presented to future 
generations.”

Lt. General Stephen Dill 
Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate 
Veterans, New Orleans, 
Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Commander’s Corner             

Hello everyone, October is almost over and the leaves are changing. 
The weather will soon be cold and wet. For us we can sit in our homes 
warm and dry. But for the confederate soldier this was not the case for 
most of the time. They were under clothed, under feed and sometimes 
without shoes. This didn’t cause them to steal or take from others but 
to endure. Could we be so bold to deal with these conditions and still 
keep our honor. I would like to think so. How about you?

Our speaker for our October meeting was our friend and fellow 
SCV compatriot Travis Toombs. He spoke about union terrorism 
during the war and what our 
people had to endure under federal 
occupation. This was a very sober 
and eye opening topic that affected 
everyone there. Thanks Travis, for 
the information.

Remember to have your 
nominations ready for the officers 
for 2020. We will need to take 
care of this. We don’t have a 
December meeting it will be the 
Christmas Party which has yet to be 
announced. We will also take this up 
in November.

We did our road pickup last Saturday 
October 19th and had a good 
turnout. We had five camp members 
there and it went quick and smooth. 
Thanks to all that came and helped. 

Our next meeting is November the 6th hope to see everyone there.  

Timothy W. Tuck 
Commander
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FIND US ON FACE BOOK and BE SURE TO LIKE US!
https://www.facebook.com/FireEaters3000



Voting Season is Upon Us!  You have all seen the signs, large and small, the bumper 
stickers, the electronic messages, the TV ads, the radio announcements, the newspaper 
ads, the letters to the editor for every candidate. 

HEY.  THE PHANTOM IS NOT TALKING ABOUT NATIONAL, STATE OF LOCAL ELECTIONS.

THE PHANTOM IS TALKING ABOUT THE EDMUND RUFFIN FIRE EATERS CAMP 
#3000 ANNUAL ELECTIONS TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2019.

Although he would love to do so to ensure a good and proper result in keeping with the ultrahigh standards 
of the Edmund Ruffin Fire Eaters Camp #3000, the Phantom is restrained and 
constrained by his lofty moral code, which he just adopted five minutes ago.

The Phantom can provide the following FACTUAL INFORMATION for the 
benefit of the ERFE members:

• Tim Tuck is Commander and is doing a great job. He is eligible 
for reelection. 

• Walter Smith is 1st Lt. Commander, Adjutant, and Judge Advocate 
and is doing a great job in all of his responsibilities.  He is eligible for 
reelection.

• Jim Tingle is Graves and Monuments Chairman and is doing a 
super job. He is eligible for reelection.

• Joe Wright is Color Guard Sergeant and is doing a fantastic job, as 
usual. He is eligible for reelection.

• Charlie Martin is Name Tag Chairman, and is doing a fine job. 
He is eligible for reelection.

• “Boogie” is an excellent Chaplin. He is eligible for reelection.

• Al Mills is Historian and always does good work. He is eligible for 
reelection.

That leaves the Office of 2nd Lt. Commander. The incumbent is 
not eligible for reelection.

WARNING:  ANYONE WHO DOES NOT ATTEND THE ELECTION 
OF OFFICERS ON NOVEMBER 6 IS ELIGIBLE TO BE NOMINATED AND 
ELECTED IN HIS ABSENCE. THEREFORE YOU NEED TO ATTEND TO 
DEFEND YOURSELF, OR TO NOMINATE YOURSELF FOR ANY OF THE 
ABOVE OFFICES.

I HAD BETTER SEE YOU THERE, OR YOU ARE TAKING A 
SUPREME RISK.

THE PHANTOM DECREES:

Fire Eater Phantom

 GET OUT AND VOTE!
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This month I would like to write about Color Guards.  Much of 
this information comes from Hardee’s Rifle and Light Infantry 
Tactics written by Brevit Lt. W. J. Hardee during the Crimea War 
using his observations.

The Color Guard was made up of eight (8) corporals and a Color 
Bearer, a sergeant who commanded the Color Guard.

Only three positions are mentioned in the Manual for the Flags.  
The first position is the shoulder arms position at the halt or march 
and is with the butt of the staff resting on the bearer’s right hip, 
and the right hand at shoulder height.  The second position is the 
present arms position, resting the staff on the right hip and the 
bearer raises the right hand along the staff. The third position is 
when the unit is dressing the Colors, the bearer should hold the 
shaft at full height, the butt at the belt buckle, straight up.

The Color Guard forms in three ranks of three files.  When the 
unit is commanded to move forward, the rear two ranks each take 
one pace forward, the front rank takes five paces forward.  At the 
command “guides and Colors… Post!”, the Color rank returns to 
its position.  The Color Guard is used to align the companies and 
regiments of a line of battle.

Descendants Color Guards don’t generally form as was customary 
during the 1860s, as they are no longer a part of a line of battle, but 
form to honor Veterans in cemeteries or in parades.  We continue 
to use most of the commands and movements the Veterans would 
have used but have customized some of them for use in the more 
confined areas and cemeteries.  Today we are not limited to just 
battle and one state flag, but display a wide variety of National and 
service flags such as Confederate Army, Navy, and Marine as well 
as state and organizational (like the Camp Flags).

Our Color Guard also has done the poem, “We Drank form the 
Same Canteen”.  A canteen is passed from Color Guard member to 
member where they take a sip, when it reaches the Color Sergeant, 
he reads the poem below and pours some of the canteen’s water on 
the grave.

1st Corp. Color Guard Events
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We Drank From The Same Canteen
Author Unknown

“There are bonds of all sorts in this world of ours,
Fetters of friendship and ties of flowers,

And true lover’s knots, I ween;
The girl and the boy are bound by a kiss,

But there’s never a bond, old friend, like this,
We have drank from the same Canteen!

It was sometimes water, and sometimes milk,
And sometimes apple-jack “fine as silk;”

But whatever the tipple has been
We shared it together in bane or bliss,

And I warm to you, friend, when I think of this,
We drank from the same Canteen!

The rich and great sit down to dine,
They quaff to each other in sparkling wine,

From glasses of crystal and green;
But I guess in their golden potations they miss

The warmth of regard to be found in this,
We drank from the same Canteen!

We have shared our blankets and tents together,
And have marched and fought in all kinds of weather,

And hungry and full we have been;
Had days of battle and days of rest,

But this memory I cling to and love the best,
We drank from the same Canteen!

For when wounded I lay on the center slope,
With my blood flowing fast and so little hope

Upon which my faint spirit could lean;
Oh! then I remember you crawled to my side,

And bleeding so fast it seemed both must have died,
We drank from the same Canteen!”
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Our Camp has supplied a Color Guard at headstone and Iron Cross ceremonies, 
Memorial Events, and parades to honor Confederate soldiers. Any members not already 

on the Color Guard email list with enlisted uniforms of the Confederate Army, Navy 
or Marines who would like to participate in honoring Confederate Soldiers at graveside 

headstone and Iron Cross dedications, Monument Dedications and displaying the 
Confederate Colors in parades, please, contact me at varebel@embarqmail.com

We encourage the Color Guard members to wear the enlisted 
uniforms of the various services armed forces.

Upcoming Events schedule:

• November 9, Saturday 10 P.M. Flag Pole dedication. 1749 
Boydton Plank Road. Petersburg, Va. Color Guard event.

• December 8, Sunday 2 P.M   Mechanicsville Christmas Parade, 
Color Guard event.

• In the fall there will be a Headstone dedication in Furrum, 
Virginia for 5 Veterans. Color Guard event.

Please mark your calendars so you do not miss these events.
Color Sergeant, 
 Joe Wright

Mark Your Calendar

11/06/2019
ERFE Meeting 

11/09/2019
Flag Pole dedication, 
1749 Boydton Plank 
Road, Petersburg
Color Guard Event 

10/11/19
OCR Meeting

12/08/2019
Mechanicsville 
Christmas Parade, 2 
pm Mechanicsville 

Social Media Report:

Our public page on 
Facebook currently has 
1354 likes. 
Members are reminded 
that they may also keep 
up with camp activities 
on our website:

EdmundRuffin 
FireEaters.org


